- 


EDMONTON'S 100% INDEPENDENT NEWS & ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY. 


VWVUEWEEKLY 


“aie inuvveneaciai [FREE 


. . 


Wilhave 

q al Y con 

“in® 2 N a AWARD. 
ae \ 4 1007 JZ 


— RESULTS 


SIDE 


; ¥ 


IBS: UBICON WAKE IND\AN ATION 5 
v eye i : é 


DISH 


GOLDEN FORK 
AWARDS 


DANCE 


What dic 


GhenGhis Khan Gat: 


THEATRE 


What Ever he adamr 
WV E * . Wan’ K 1 
BOOKS 


inp 
i 


Mongolie *23c% 6s Ns 


Grill ee a 


FONDATION 
CANADIENNE 
FOUNDATION DU FOIE 


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 


You can help make a difference by volunteering, it's as easy as picking up 
your phone and calling Carmen at 780-444-1547. or by email 
to Cb.liver@shaw.ca. 


+ Planning Committee Members 

(fundraising & educational events) 

« On-site Event Volunteers 
(next event - STROLL FOR LIVER) 

« Awareness Campaign Volunteers 
(training provided) 
+ Office Assistance 
(projects throughout the year) 
+ Material Distribution 

(events and educational material) 
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Here's your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Monday - Friday 
3 pm-7 pm 


Saturda 
9am -2Zpm 


For more information on liver health, please call 1-780-444-1547 or 


visit www liver.ca. Please live responsibly. Call 1888 2 DONATE 


The Canadian Liver Foundation is committed to reducing the incidence and — 


impact of all forms of liver disease. 
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GROW-A-ROW/7 

“There is just no room for a garden. Peo- 
ple need to feel connected to the earth.” 
—Ashling Amato, executive director of 
the Community Garden Network 


THE LUBICON LAKE INDIAN NATION / 5 
“There is a myth about the kind of country 
that Canada is and the kind of people that 
live here, and then there is the reality.” 
—Fred Lennarson, advisor to Lubicon 
Lake Indian Nation 


AWAY FROM HER / 37 

“think there can be an art to screenwrit- 
ing, but at the same time | find it difficult 
to equate screenwriting with the writing 
of novels or journalism or anything where 
the writing stands alone, because ulti- 
mately a screenplay is a blueprint and not 
a final work.” —Sarah Polley, rising 
Canadian film maven 


DOWN THE HATCH / 52 

"That's all you really need to make a good 
album: a bunch of beer and GoldenEye. \t 
really sort of takes the edge off being a 
month behind schedule, drinking and 
playing Nintendo 64.” —Keelan Malo- 
Smith, drummer 
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The Parti is over 
BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
n one hand, | kind of feel sorry for ol’ André Boisclair. On the other 
O-« of course, he was intent on. the-destruction of our country, so 
I'm not about to shed a tear oV@rhis resignation. » é 

When Boisclair blew the recent Québec provincial election, landing his Parti 
Québécois in third place, commentators everywhere jumped at the chance to 
blame the loss on Québec’s lack of tolerance for Boisclair’s homosexuality. 

But that’s not entirely accurate. André Boisclair lost the election for two rea- 
sons: first, the PQ is a nearly impossible party to lead, and, second, André 
Boisclair is a huge idiot. > 

The thing about the Pequistes is that, unlike nearly any other political party 
in Canada, they are united by one thing and one thing alone: sovereignty. They 
seem to disagree on every other issue that could ever come up in the political 
sphere. The PQ's membership includes neo-conservatives, disaffected liberals, 
anti-semites, some hippies, a bunch of communists and representatives of any 
political stripe you could imagine. 

So one day they want private health care, the next day they don’t. One day 
they're trying to force newcomers to learn French, the next day the ethnic vote 
lost them the referendum. The PQ runs around like a two-tailed dog most of 
the time; they only succeed when the feds do something completely atrocious 
to Québec, and they become the protest vote for many people. 

And don’t even get me started on Boisclair. From the very start he was a 
lightweight and a bit of a crybaby who had a flair for doing the wrong thing at 
the worst possible time. 

Like the cocaine. Normally, it'd be a big “who cares” in laissez faire Québec, 
except that Boisclair was sniffing while he was in cabinet. Not smooth. Then 
he lashed out at journalists who were just doing their jobs by questioning him 
about it. And when everything seemed quiet for a couple of weeks, he had to 
screw himself by appearing in a Brokeback Mountain parody that featured 
Stephen Harper and George Bush as characters. The final straw was his public 
spat with highly respected sovereigntist Gilles Duceppe. 

Many factors contributed to Boisclair’s downfall, but it would be lazy and 
wrong to blame the Québec public for not being tolerant enough to accept 
him. The blame for Boisclair’s electoral defeat and subsequent political demise 
rests with the Parti Québécois and André Boisclair. w 
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MUSIC GOOD, MUSIC INDUSTRY BAD 


Regarding Steven Sandor's latest column about the 35 per cent drop in 
music sales in Canada in the first quarter of 2007 (“Music is dead. Long 
live music!” Enter Sandor, May 3 - May 9), | thought this feedback might 
be interesting. 

| haven't bought a major label CD since 2000, when the majors start- 
ed suing their fans, and | was skeptical before that because of their 
involvement in the 1996 World Intellectual Property Organization 
treaties and the 1998 US Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 

There are still CDs we buy, and | have an eMusic account, but I'm not 
going to pay money to a set of businesses that is trying to put a majority 
of my industry (I work in software) out of work. As much as they claim 
peer-to-peer copyright infringement hurts them, digital rights manage- 
ment or DRM (the imposition of software brands and locked down hard- 
ware onto those who don't infringe copyright) actually hurts us. 

if the independent labels opposed to DRM who offer music in DRM- 
free formats didn't exist, | would purchase no music at all. | don't 
infringe music copyright; | support alternatives. | am glad that I'm doing 
my part to hurt the bottom line of Canadian Recording Industry Associa- 
tion, and will say good riddance when they get to a 100 per cent drop in 
sales. 


RUSSELL McORMOND 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whether critical or complimen- 
tary. Send your opinion by mail ue Weekly, 10303 - 108th Street, 
Edmonton AB TJ 1L7), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is given to feedback about articles 
published in Jue Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for length and 
clarity. 
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WITH LARGE 
FRIES AND THE BIGGEST 
GED DAMN MILKSHAKE 


Mayor predicts 
‘scary’ tax hike 


2|MUNICIPAL 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweokly.com 
dmontonians should brace 

Fiitsensete for a property tax 
increase of up to 10 per cent, 

according to Mayor Stephen Mandel. 

The 2008 municipal budget will not 
be tabled until November of this year, 
but a report released on Tue, May 8 
warns that inflationary pressure creat- 
ed by Alberta’s economic boom 
means the city will have to come up 
with between $57 million and $76 
million more than budgeted for 2007 
simply to meet its current service 
commitment. 

Mandel estimates this shortfall will 
force the city to hike taxes by eight to 
10 per cent next year, which works 
out to an increase of about $200 a 
year for the average Edmonton home- 
owner. 

“you're starting off with what I see 
as a substantial challenge,” Mandel 
said to city manager Al Maurer during a 
council meeting on Tuesday. “Given the 
amount oft, it’s going to be scary.” W 


Alberta band endures government's ‘continuing abuse’ 
DESPITE UN INVOLVEMENT, AN AMICABLE SETTLEMENT STILL ELUDES LUBICON LAKE INDIAN NATION 


GAVIN MEALING / gavin@vueweekly.com 

or the Lubicon Lake Indian 
Pissicn: a First Nations band liv- 

ing in and around the small 
community of Little Buffalo near the 
Town of Peace River in northwestern 
Alberta, the boom in Albertan black 
gold has not meant an opportunity for 
better living. 

Almost a year after Canada 
responded to the United Nations (UN) 
for what the Lubicons have called a 
violation of human rights abuses in 
an ongoing struggle between the 
band and the government of Canada, 
there is no evidence of any change or 
forthcoming solution for the Lubicon. 

This is, however, nothing new for 
the band of 500, with last year's com- 
plaint to the UN marking their fourth 
such attempt at voicing mistreatment, 
after a 1987 UN decision, the 1990 
finding of the 38th session of the UN 
Human Rights Committee (UNHRC), 
and most recently at the 85th session 


= |FIRST NATIONS 


of the UNHRC / 36th session of the 
UN Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (UNCESCR) in 
2006. 

The Lubicon’s complaint hinges on 
the idea that they have been treated 
inequitably by the Canadian govern- 
ment, as they state in submissions to 
the UNHRC. 

“Canada’s continuing abuse of the 
human rights of the Lubicon people is 
also in violation of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, and in 
particular Section 5 of General Rec- 
ommendation number 23 of the Com- 
mittee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination,” according to the 
Lubicon’s 2006 submission to the UN. 


THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, on the 


other hand, sees things differently. 
Chris Wilson, the negotiations support 
unit manager with the Canadian gov- 
ernment's Ministry of Indian and 
Northern Affairs (INAC), refutes any 
allegations of human rights violations. 

“I'm not sure that the Canadian 
government's read [is] that we were 
in violation of anything,” Wilson said. 
“The Lubicon filed something, we've 
responded, and the Lubicon have 
responded to our response, but the 
committee [UNHRC] itself has not 
issued any [recent] statement on the 
reports issued by the parties. We don’t 
accept that allegation.” 

Fred Lennarson, an advisor to the 
Lubicon Lake Indian Nation, dis- 
agrees. 

“There have been three human 
rights decisions pertaining to the 
Lubicon situation, holding Canada in 
violation of two international human 
rights covenants,” Lennarson said. 
“Canada ignores them.” 


NEWS 


His explanation for this neglect 
points to larger problems as he illus- 
trates the disparity between the actual 
and the perceived. 

“There is a myth about the kind of 
country that Canada is and the kind of 
people that live here, and then there 
is the reality,” he said. “Canada has 
been negotiating an indigenous char- 
ter of rights for 20 years with a bunch 
of other countries at the level of the 
United Nations, and at the end, voted 
against it saying they were afraid they 
were going to jeopardize rights that 
indigenous people in Canada already 
have. 

“It's a transparent sham,” Lennar- 
son continued, audibly frustrated, “but 
they said they were concerned that it 
left undefined land rights.” 

So far, the UN has not yet respond- 
ed to the Lubicon’s most recent sub- 
mission. And with negotiations at a 
complete standstill, tension persists 
between the federal government and 


the Lubicon 

According to director of communi- 
cations for the INAC, Glenn L the 
two parties have halted talks for a 
couple of reasons 

“We haven't had a main table ne 
tiation since November of 2003,” Luf 
Said. “There are two issues which are 
the major stumbling blocks: one is the 
issue of self-governance and the other 
is Us agreeing on an appropniate level 
of compensation for the number of 
years that the Lubicon Lake Indian 
Nation has been without a land 
and has benefited from that land 
base.” 

But the issues of self-governance 
and land rights are not so easily sepa- 
rated, Lennarson says 

The government wants the 
con to cede the right to t ids 
and resources and agree to talk about 
self-government post settlement, and 
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the Lubicons refuse to do that,” he 
explained. “The Lubicons have said 
that recognition of their right to be 
self-governing has got to be part of 
any settlement of Lubicon land 


rights.“ 


LAND AND THE RIGHTS associated with 
it have been a longstanding matter for 
the Lubicon. 

In 1899, when treaty commission- 
ers with the Canadian government 
were attempting to group aboriginal 
peoples under various treaties, the 
Lubicons were passed over due partly 
to their location and the size of their 
population. Without a treaty, the Lubi- 
con Lake Indian Nation stands out as 
a First Nations band that has compar- 
atively little power over lands that 
they inhabit, which is unusual as 
negotiation of a treaty is the method 
for the taking of aboriginal land under 
Canadian law. 

Not surprisingly, the Lubicons and 
the government of Canada disagree 
about the issue of control over the 
contested lands. 

According to Luff, from the federal 
government's point of view, concern 
over land is at the heart of the confu- 
sion. 

“When we're talking about the 
Lubicon [and] their traditional territo- 
ry, which covers a considerably larger 
expanse of land, what you're really 
talking about here is provincial crown 
land,” he said. 
wilson explained how the Lubicon 


bool ,* os ey OE | ames 
were stripped of any title they might 
have had to territorial lands. 

“[The Lubicon] were missed at the 
time the treaty commissioners went 
into that territory, so Treaty 8 does in 
law extinguish title to the land,” he 
explained. “That’s not a position that 
the Lubicon accept, but it’s the posi- 
tion of the government of Canada and 
the province of Alberta. 

“The title to the entire area of 
Treaty 8 was transferred to the crown 
when the treaty was signed by the 
majority of aboriginal groups in the 
territory,” Wilson added. 


ESSENTIALLY, THE LUBICON have haa 
their rights to the land taken from 


band's demands were not unreason- process,” Wilson said. “If they fe feel — ‘Alberta i is able 
_ that they have some interest that’s — 
going to be compromised by devel- 


able. 

“What they're talking Spor at the 
table is not to hold on to all the land 
and resources. They're talking about 
setting up a reserve of about 246 
square kilometres or 95 square miles.” 
Thomas said. 

“So compare 4 000 square miles 
[10 000 km2] down to 95 that they're 
willing to set up as a reserve com- 
munity. And on that reserve try to 
have some kind of economy to 
replace the hunting and trapping 
economy they had in the larger terri- 
tory. And in turn also have some 
kind of resource base for their com- 
munity to succeed economically in 


them without ever having signed a “the future—something that replaces 


treaty with the Canadian govern- 
ment, according to negotiator Kevin 
Thomas. While Thomas agrees that 
the Lubicon’s situation is complex, 
he cuts through to a key point in the 
conflict. 

“Because of the long history, 
there’s lots of events, but the under- 
lying issue is quite simple,” Thomas 
said. “Canada and Alberta have 
taken lands and resources that don’t 
belong to them, and they've never— 
by their own laws—signed a treaty to 
get access to those lands and 
resources. They're in violation of the 
Canadian constitution until they 
come to the table and negotiate a 
treaty.” 

Thomas explained that the land 
that the Lubicon historically used and 
occupied was a 10 000-square-kilo- 
metre territory, based on community 
sites, grave sites, trails, hunting areas 
and trap lines. In his mind, the small 
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all the lands and resources they're 
giving up. That's, | think, eminently 
reasonable when you look at the 
10 000 square kilometres and what's 
been given to Canada and Alberta 
from that land.” 

However, both INAC spokesmen 
disagree with Thomas's rationaliza- 
tion of the Lubicon position. 

“Self-governance was an area 
where we had very different views 
and [haven't] come to an agreement, 
but we would like to,” Wilson said. 
“The final one is compensation, and 
we've got a mandate that we feel is 
reasonable and fair with other settle- 
ments that we've achieved in Alber- 
ta, and the Lubicon have a different 
position. 

“With respect to the lands that the 
Lubicon have asked for in the negoti- 
ations, we have holding reservations. 
The province has put in place holding 
reservations so that no development 
occurs on those lands,” he added. 
“Now, with respect to the larger area 
referred to, it’s just massive—we're 
talking about 900 000 hectares of 
land. That’s roughly the size of the 
state of Maine, or the country of 
Prague [sic|—these are huge tracts of 
land.” 

The negotiations manager added 
that the Lubicon do have a platform 
for appeal. 

“If a company were to try to devel- 
op in that area, the Lubicon have 
rights, just like anybody else to the 
Energy and Utilities Board (EUB) 
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opment, they have every right to go 
to the EUB and raise that issue and 
seek some avenue of redress, and 
actually they've done that quite suc- 
cessfully.” 


WITHOUT A SETTLEMENT, the Lubicon 
see their land being eroded by corpo- 
rate interest in the resource rich area, 
Thomas said, pointing to a massive 
disparity between what the Lubicons 
have been provided with and what 
has been extracted in terms of 
resources. 

“We've calculated at minimum $13 
billion in oil and gas resources that 
have come out of there. [There are] 
well over 2 000 oil wells drilled up 
there,” he explained. “They're just 
now starting to get into oil sands, 
forestry; they’re looking for dia- 
monds up in that area, we're talk- 
ing—I want to say gold mine, but 
that’s the only kind of mine there 
isn’t there yet.” 

Despite this, engaging in bureau- 
cratic process is not the only con- 
cern for the Lubicon. The federal 
government has provided the band 
with a “comprehensive agreement” 
(signed in Apr 2006), a yearly pack- 
age of approximately $3 million that 
goes towards services and pro- 
grams. 

Lennarson breaks down the num- 
bers of the financial package that the 
Lubicon receive for government pro- 
grams and services. He notes that half 
of the $3 million goes to a school in 
Little Buffalo, $800 000 of it goes to 
welfare at the rate of $235 a month 
per individual, and $140 000 of it is 
for housing for a community of 500 
people—95 per cent of whom are on 
welfare. 

“when you look at what it consists 
of, the Lubicons are essentially being 
given enough to maintain themselves 
in welfare dependence on subsis- 
tence,” Lennarson said. 

With minimal assistance, the Lubi- 
con community struggles to meet 
their needs, according to both 
Thomas and Lennarson. 

“| don’t know if anyone else in 
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to supply a coro with ecen 
housing with that amount of funding. 
So the reality is they have terrible 
housing, they have no running water, 
which is an issue—they have to drive 
an hour to Peace River to get water. 
They have had problems with things 
like tuberculosis, which has re- 
emerged in the last year.” 


WHILE THE LUBICON continue to 


appeal to larger groups like the UN, 
both sides continue to avoid the 
negotiating table. There is, however, 
hope that the stalemate is not a per- 
manent fixture in Canadian and First 
Nations relations. 

Thomas hints at the possibility of a 
new round of negotiations. 

"There's been sort of murmurs of 
trying to get back to the table. I think 
the current Indian Affairs Minister Jim 
Prentice], when he was in opposition, 
was quite clear that negotiations 
should restart,” Thomas explained. 
“The circumstances haven't changed 
since he became minister, but he has- 
n't begun negotiating yet. I am hope- 
ful that he’s making some moves in 
that direction. We can only hope that 
they come to their senses and get this 
taken care of.” 

Luff says that the government is 
optimistic about resolving matters 
with the Lubicon, adding that there is 
a precedent of success in dealings 
with First Nations. 

“For some reason or other, we 
haven't been able to negotiate a land 
claim with the Lubicon. So our ques- 
tion is why haven't we been able to 
negotiate with the Lubicon, when we 
have sat down at the table in good 
faith, as we have with all other First 
Nations, using the same mandates 
and the same frameworks of negotia- 
tion,” Luff said. “I have to throw that 
back at the Lubicon, and | think you 
should ask them the same question.” 

Unfortunately, Vue wasn’t able to 
directly ask the Lubicon that question. 
Numerous attempts at contacting 
Chief Bernard Ominayak were unsuc- 
cessful. 

Lennarson, an advisor to the Lubi- 
con, mentioned that dealing with 
reporters is not necessarily a priority 
for the Lubicons. 

“| was involved with trying to facili- 
tate media communication with the 
Lubicons, but there were lots of prob- 
lems on both ends, so | don’t do it 
anymore,” Lennarson said. “Frankly, 
I'd be pleased if the Lubicons were 
free with reporter interviews, but they 
aren't always.” 

Regardless, the Lubicon’s situation 
marks an enduring lack of ability or 
desire to find solutions. At their base 
level, the problems associated with 
the case are deeper moral and ethical 
issues, according to Lennarson. 

“it’s a terrible situation,” he admit- 
ted. “I think any decent human being 
would like to see it resolved in a way 
that enables the Lubicon people to 
survive and try and live their lives, 
raise their children, meet their 

responsibility, but certainly there's no 
indication for me that the Canadian 
government are prepared to meet 
their constitutional responsibilities, 
that are moral and ethical responsibil- 
ities or anything else.” W 


petaried planning my garden way 
back in February, carefully reading 
| through the online catalogue from 
favourite seed vendor. Consisting 
small raised beds, my vegetable 
garden is more a labour of love than a 
productive source formy larder. 

Still, | enjoy every moment. I plan 
and create my small plot, tend the soil 
and protect it from marauding rabbits. 

This year, many city gardeners— 
myself included—will add something 
special to their garden: a row of extra 
vegetables for the Edmonton Food 
Bank's Plant-a-Row, Grow-a-Row 
program. 

Started in Winnipeg in 1986, Grow- 
a-Row caught on quickly across Cana- 
da and operates in most major cities. 
Locally grown produce is warmly wel- 
comed and distributed. The Food Bank 
has accepted private donations of pro- 
duce since 1998, and according to 
special events coordinator Tamisan 
Bencz-Knight, every bit helps. 

With volunteer assistance from Our 
House, a local addiction recovery facil- 
ity, the Food Bank will plant a veg- 
etable garden of its own on Muttart 
Conservatory land donated by the City 
of Edmonton for the 10th straight year. 
As part of their recovery program, Our 
House clients grow and nurture a 
plant. Tending the Food Bank garden 
is a perfect fit for both organizations. 

The 120-square-metre plot donated 
by the City is only one of several com- 
munity gardens in Edmonton, howev- 
er. According to Ashling Amato of the 
Community Garden Network, there are 
63 garden sites associated with their 
group and over 2 500 adults, youth, 
children and seniors tending plots. 

“Community gardens are becoming 
increasing popular for many reasons; 
one would be the increasing number 


of people moving into condos and ~ 


apartments,” Amato says. “There is 
just no room for a garden. People 
need to feel connected to the earth.” 

And most community gardens in the 
city donate a portion of their produce 
to the Food Bank each fall, she adds. 


IN AN ENORMOUS warehouse south of 
the City Centre Airport, the Food Bank 
puts together hanipers that serve 
12 000 Edmontonians each month. In 
addition to the hampers, its meal and 
Snack program provides for 250 000 
individuals monthly through 160 dif- 
ferent agencies, church groups and 
food depots. 

Andy Kwak of the Edmonton Salva- 
tion Army reveals that this organiza- 
tion alone sees anywhere from 85 to 
100 families in need of hampers each 
day. Kwak’s organization also serves 
@ hot breakfast to as many as 150 
People, many of them children, every 
Friday. Without the support of the 
Food Bank, he says, providing these 
meals would be impossible. 

The Food Bank is incredibly 
resourceful, gleaning and redistribut- 
ing food products deemed “waste” by 
the local food industry. Dented cans 
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and torn boxes serve the needs of 
those having difficulty making ends 
meet. A food recovery program col- 
lects surplus from restaurants and 
hotels that would otherwise be 
thrown out. The Food Bank even 
accepts wild game meat from local 
hunters willing to share their quarry. 

Fresh produce is primarily gleaned 
from over one hundred Edmonton- 
area grocery stores, but quantities 
fluctuate with the season. This is why 
contributions from individuals partici- 
pating in the Grow-a-Row program 
are so important. 

“Besides, fresh, locally-grown pro- 
duce tastes much better,” Bencz- 
Knight reminded me. 


LINDSAY MCWHIRTER HAS been donat- 
ing to the Grow-a-Row program for 
nine years. She grows fresh produce 
in her own garden, her mother’s yard 
and in her church community plot. 
Some years, she has contributed as 
much as 60 kg of food. McWhirter 
feels that growing vegetables for 
those less fortunate helps teach 
neighbourhood kids about both gar- 
dening and philanthropy. 

“Close to 50 per cent of the recipi- 
ents are children,” she points out. 

Participation in the Grow-a-Row 
program is simple: just add an extra 
row Of tubers to your garden this year. 
For me, it’s potatoes. Dig hole, insert 
potato—nothing could be easier. In a 
few months, that small piece of pota- 
to will produce a wealth of food for 
those in need. v 
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WHAT CAN YOU GROW? 


The Food Bank accepts any washed 
fresh vegetables or fruit, but root veg- 
etables store the best. Potatoes, 
turnips, squash and carrots are easy to 
grow and provide significant nutrition 
More difficult to store are peppers, 
tomatoes and beans, but they are 
gladly accepted if freshly harvested 
and brought directly to the Food Bank 
Turn-around time is critical for items 
such as raspberries and peas, so the 
fess handling the better. 

That apple tree in the backyard—the 
one you never seem to have time to 
harvest in the fall—can provide bags of 
fresh fruit for families in need. Get a 
few friends together and pick it bare, 
then leave your treasure at one of four 


| drop-off locations around the city. w 


LET'S GET GARDENING 


Volunteers are at the heart of the com- 
munity garden movement. Whether 
ankle-deep in soil on their loca plo 
on patrol for reusable mate 
building supplies, volunteers make 
things happen 
The Community Garden Network, a 

Support and networking resource for 
the Edmonton-area, relies o 
teers to help maintain an 
their own program and servic 
members meet monthly during the 
gioWing season to plan and act. Oth- 
ers donate their time by networking 
with community partners, buil ding 
relationships that help procure materi- 

als and resources 

“Community gardens give people a 
charice to meet their neighbours and 
develop a sense of pride an 
ship,” says Executive Director Ashiing 
Amato. “They actually lower the crim 
rate and reduce vandalism. They c 
really help seniors keep making a con 
tribution to society as well as 
Immigrants feel welcome and le 
how to grow things in this country 

Community gardens are sprouting 
all over the city. They're found on 
church lots, in residential backyards 
along utility rights-of-way, in vacant 
downtown lots, city parks and even in 
a former rail yard. 

The Clover Bar Waste Management 
Centre is home to a well-established 
community garden originally designed 
to showcase the benefits of compost 
usage. The site, largely supported by 
volunteer gardeners, donates hun- 
dreds of kilograms of produce to the 
Edmonton Food Bank every year. 

The Victory Reoftop Gardens atop 
the Churchill Retirement Community 
downtown boasts over 100 containers 
Growing both flowets and vegetables 
resident seniors stay connected to the 
soil while beautifying their environ- 
ment. 

The Clareview Community EcoGar 
den supports 25 family plots. An 
involvement with EcoYouth, an.educa- 
tional program for children and youth 
ages eight to 21, has helped foster 
understanding of environmental prac- 
tices. Week-long EcoCamps are held 
on site, teaching children about soil 
stewardship, composting and water 
ecology. 

The Griesbach Veterans Community 
Garden in north Edmonton harbours 200 
garden plots. Members promote the 
therapeutic value of gardening: stress 
reduction, light exercise and pride of 
ownership. A portion of the annual har- 
vest is donated to the Mustard Seed 
Church, the Edmonton Food Bank and 
other charitable organizations 

Community gardens, large and 
small, are abundant in the city 
Through horticulture, Edmontonians 
take advantage of the benefits of 
tending the soil, while contributing to 
the welfare of the people around 
them-w 
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You look at the numbers and you think: 
“That's impossible.” Uganda had about 
seven million people at independence in 
1962, and in only 45 years it has grown to 
30 million. By 2050, just over four more 
decades, there will be 130 million Ugan- 
dans, and it will be the 12th biggest coun- 
try in the world, with more people than 
Russia or Japan. Its population will have 
increased 18-fold in less than 90 years. 

Many people think that population 
growth is no longer a problem, and every- 
body somehow knows that it is politically 
incorrect to talk about it. Back in 1968, 
when Paul Ehrlich terrified everybody 
with his book The Population Bomb, it 
was seen as the gravest long-term threat 
facing the human race, but now it scarce- 
ly gets a mention even in discussions on 
climate change—as if the number of peo- 
ple producing and consuming on this 
planet had no relevance to how great the 
pressure on the environment is. 

True, the population explosion has 
gone away in large parts of the world, in 
the sense that most developed countries 
now have birth-rates well below replace- 
ment level (2.1 children per woman) and 
that the global average, including the 
developing tountries of Asia and South 
America, is now down to 2.3 children. 
That's pretty impressive, given that it was 
5.4 children per woman as recently as 
1970. But there remains the problem of 


sor FO. 


what you might call “inertial growth.” 

My own mother had five children, 
which was not seen as at all unusual at 
the time. (There was one year when 
Newfoundland, my birthplace, beat 
Guatemala for the honour of having the 
highest birth rate in the Americas.) The 
next generation of our family, by contrast, 
dropped to 2.0: we five brothers and sis- 
ters and our five spouses have had a total 
of just 10 children. But that doesn’t mean 
that our population boom stopped. 

If we had just spawned and died, it 
would have, but we insisted on living on 
after our children were born. In fact, 
we're all still here, although the first 
grandchildren are already starting to 
appear—so where there were once 10 of 
us, there are now 23. It takes two full 
generations at replacement level before 
the population finally stabilizes. 

That accounts for about half of the 
anticipated population growth in the next 
40 years, which will raise the total num- 
ber of people on the planet from 6.5 bil- 
lion to about nine billion. (In other words, 
we will be adding as many extra people 
as the total population of the world back 
in 1950.) But the other half of the growth 
comes mainly from Africa, already the 
poorest continent. 


THIS MAY EXPLAIN WHY it became 
politically incorrect to talk about popula- 
tion growth around 25 years ago. Nine 
out of the 10 countries in the world with 
the highest birth rates are African (the 
other is Afghanistan), and it seems 
uncomfortably like pointing the finger at 
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the victim. But runaway population 
growth is a big factor in making so many 
Africans victims, and it doesn’t help to 
stay silent about it. 

Sometimes the steadily worsening 
ratio of people to resources just causes 
deepening poverty, as in the case of 
Nigeria, whose population by 2050 will 
reach 300 million. That is the same as the 
current population of the United States, 
but Nigeria, apart from being virtually 
without industry, does not have one-tenth 
of the natural resources of the US. If 
those 300 million people live at all, they 
will live very badly. 


www.bobprodor.com 


Often, however, the growing pressure 
of people on the land leads indirectly to 
catastrophic wars: Sierra Leone, Liberia, 
Uganda, Somalia, Congo, Angola and 
Burundi have all been devastated by 
chronic, many-sided civil wars, and all 
seven appear in the top 10 birth-rate list; 
Rwanda, Ethiopia and Mozambique, 
which have suffered similar ordeals, are 
just out of the top 10. Africa, which 
accounted for only eight per cent of the 
world’s population when most of its coun- 
tries got their independence in the 1960s, 
will contain almost a quarter of the 
world’s (much larger) population in 2050. 


live on one world? 


This will have remarkably little impact 
on the global problem of climate change, 
since most Africans will still be very poor 
and have a very small environmental 
“footprint.” They will be very poor mainly 
because their populations are growing 
three times faster than the average in the 
rest of the world, and you cannot say that 
this is nobody's fault. It is a failure of gov- 
ernment. 

The reason birth rates dropped in the 
rest of the world was that cheap, effec- 
tive means of contraception became 
freely available and that child death rates 
plummeted. Once women realized that 
they didn’t have to have many children in 
order that at least some would survive to 
adulthood, they took advantage of the 
contraception and brought the birth rate 
down with little urging from above. A few 
well-run African countries, like South 
Africa, have succeeded in stabilizing their 
populations in this way. The great majori- 
ty have not. 

Uganda’s birth-rate is seven children 
per woman, little changed from 30 years 
ago. Uganda's president, Yoweri Musev- 
eni, believes that his country is under-pop- 
ulated, and told parliament last July: “lam 
not one of those worried about the popula- 
tion explosion. It is a great resource.” He 
has done many good things for his country, 
but this one blind spot could undo them 
all. And he is far from alone. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Vue Weekly. 


And vote Bobby Hull for Premier! 
MANITOBA TORIES PROMISE TO BRING BACK THE JETS 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
he Progressive Conservative 
| Party of Manitoba is hoping to 
score big political points with 
voters by promising to bring NHL 
hockey back to the province. 

With polls indicating a close two- 
way race between the opposition 
Tories and incumbent Premier Gary 
Doer’s New Democrats, PC leader 
Hugh McFayden has pledged that, if 
elected, his government would resur- 
rect the Winnipeg Jets by 2011. A jer- 
sey-wearing McFayden held a media 
event on Mon, May 7 at ice level at 
downtown Winnipeg's 15 000 seat 
MTS Centre to announce that bringing 
back the Jets was number three on his 
list of “five things Hugh will do” 
should his party form the government 
following the May 22 vote. 

“What we're saying is, ‘Let's be 
bold again. Let's start to think opti- 
mistically about our future,’” said 
McFayden, insisting that the presence 
of an NHL team in the city could help 
stop young people from leaving Mani- 
toba for higher paying jobs in other 
parts of the country, a problem that 
has become a major campaign issue 
in the election. 

“We need to increase Manitoba's 
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cool factor if we want our young peo- 
ple to stay—the first step is to bring 
back the Jets,” McFayden said. “Young 
Manitobans want us, expect us to do 
everything in our power to bring back 
the Winnipeg Jets.” 


THE JETS ARRIVED IN winnipeg in 1972 
as a part of the upstart World Hockey 
Association. When the league dis- 
banded in 1979, the club joined the 


But under the NHL's new collective 
bargaining agreement with its players, 
which includes a salary cap and other 
provisions that have helped teams in 
small markets prosper, and with the 
2003 opening of the MTS Centre on 
Portage Avenue in the city’s downtown 
(the Jets played on the north side of 
town in the old Winnipeg Arena, built in 
1955 and demolished last year), the 
dream of operating an NHL club in Win- 
nipeg has become increasingly feasible. 

The NDP have responded by claim- 
ing that the current government is 
already in quiet negotiations to move 


“young Manitobans want us, expect us to do every- 
thing in our power to bring back the Winnipeg Jets. fi 


NHL, developing a rabid and dedicated 
fan base in spite of somewhat uneven 
success on the ice. As operating costs 
and player salaries ballooned in the 
‘90s, the team struggled financially, 
and despite a “Save Our Jets” cam- 
paign by fans and civic leaders that 
raised over $13 million in hopes of 
keeping the team in Winnipeg, in 1996 
the Jets moved to Arizona and began 
play as the Phoenix Coyotes. 


an existing NHL team to Winnipeg and 
have slammed what they call the 
Tories’ “hypocrisy,” pointing out that 
the party strongly opposed using public 
money to finance the MTS Centre. Pre- 
mier Doer expressed his support for 
the idea of bringing NHL hockey back 
to the provincial capital, but dismissed 
his rival’s pledge as petty pandering. 

“And I'm gonna eliminate winter 
next year,” he joked. w 


p who Taseréd jaywalker Stays'0 


‘COP TALK’ CO-HOST’S USE OF EXCESSIVE FORCE WON'T HURT HIS RADIO CAREER 


OZ / 103s@vueweekly.com 

Jocal radio station has no 
problem with an Edmonton 
Lpolice officer convicted of 
assault with a weapon for using his 
Taser on a jaywalker continuing to 
co-host a Saturday afternoon radio 

about policing. 

Constable Aubrey Zalaski was 
found guilty in provincial court on Fri, 
Apr 27 of using “unnecessary” and 
“gratuitous” force when he Tasered 
Edmonton man Paul Cetinski after 
observing him jaywalking in the sum- 
mer of 2004. 

In addition to his duties as a police 
officer, Zalaski and fellow EPS officer 
Constable Patrick Tracy have been co- 
hosting “Cop Talk,” a two-hour pro- 
gram about law enforcement issues 
that has aired on 630 CHED at 4 pm 
on Saturdays for nearly two years, 
and while he was not on the air on 
Sat, Apr 28—the day after his convic- 
tion—Zalaski was back co-hosting the 
program the following week, and will 
remain behind the microphone at 
least until the appeal process is 
exhausted, according to the station. 

“First of all, it’s still before the courts 
because there is an appeal. Until that’s 
done, we'll make no decisions, and at 
that point it will be a management 
decision,” CHED's Lesley Primeau told 
Vue. According to Primeau, despite 
heavy media coverage of the Taser 
incident, the station has received few 
calls from listeners about Zalaski’s 
‘involvement with the program. 

“Virtually none,” Primeau insisted. 
“I'd say you could probably count 
them on one hand and have fingers 
left over.” 

Primeau explained that the decision 
to remove Zalaski from the program 
the week of his conviction was the 
officer's own. 

“Aubrey pulled himself off of the air 
that day—and he did so because he 
didn’t want to embarrass us,” Primeau 
said. “We said [Zalaski continuing to 
host the program] was fine with us 
until the appeal process goes through. 
We do that with all of our staff regard- 
less of the situation,” 


THE TASERING TOOK PLACE on aug 9, 
2004, after Zalaski witnessed Cetinski 
jaywalking across 103A Avenue at 97 
Street near police headquarters. 
When Zalaski yelled “Have you ever 
heard of a crosswalk?” he was 
ignored by Cetinski, whom the officer 
followed and ordered to sit on the 
curb beside Zalaski’s police cruiser. 
When Cetinski did not cooperate, 
Zalaski told Cetinski to place his 
hands on the car's hood so Zalaski 
could handcuff him. while being 
handcuffed, Cetinski tried to turn 
round to face Zalaski, at which point 
Zalaski Tasered Cetinski twice, caus- 
ing Cetinski to defecate in his pants. 

in his judgment, provincial court 
judge Brian Fraser agreed that Cetins- 
Ki was “less than cooperative” but 
Was obviously not threatening or 
aggressive. 

“Common sense tells me that a rea- 
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sonable, experienced police officer 
Ought to be able to gain control of this 
situation in a less confrontational 
manner,” the judge said. “The clear 
fact to me is that the accused overre- 
acted, which resulted in an unneces- 
Sary, gratuitous use of force.” 

This is not the first time Zalaski’s 
policing tactics have been questioned. 
In 2003, Alberta's Law Enforcement 
Review Board reprimanded Zalaski 
and two other officers over their han- 
dling of an incident involving under- 
age drinkers at Whyte Avenue’s Urban 
Lounge in 1998, during which Zalaski 
reportedly delivered a stun blow to 


the head of a 17-year-old girl after she 
jumped on his back. 

When asked about Zalaski’s 
involvement with “Cop Talk” and 


IN CALGARY CALL 


403.264.6848 1.866.606.6848 780.470.5545 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: www.ltsJustLuach.com 


whether Zalaski is an appropriate 
public voice for the Edmonton Police 
Service, a representative of the EPS 
told Vue that Zalaski will not be par- 


n the air 


ticipating in the next two episodes 
the program, although it 
whether this leave is related t 
conviction 

“My understanding is tha 
not €ven going to be on 


police spok 
His status is 
period further than tha 
CHED's Primeau did not co 
on Zalaski's conviction o 
reprimand but was qui 
Zalaski on a personal ley 
‘I will say that in dealing with 
Aubrey Zalaski that } hay 
been very pleased with his 
tence," said Primeau. “I actuall 
that to the most part he is a very 
representative for EPS.” w 5 


| In Dating, Not So Much. . 


personal assistant to help handle your dating 
introductions. Smart, right? It’s a much easier 
and more dignified way to meet the right person 


Isn’t it about time you met 
someone special you can share your passions with? At 
It’s Just Lunch® we are first-date specialists who meet 
with every client for a private, personal 

interview. We match you with other 

clients with similar interests and make all 4 
the arrangements for you to meet for 
lunch or drinks after work in an upscale, 
discreet, no-pressure setting. Scheduling, 
reservations, everything. It is like hiring a Dating For Busy Professionalse 


(Gy 


TOLL-FREE 


for you. So if you’re a busy 


ere 
Act 


professional who simply doesn’t 
have time to meet new people on 
your own, It’s Just Lunch offers a 
uniquely intelligent and personal 


service with excellent results. 


Call today. Start dating tomorrow. 
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EXPLORE! 


8412-109 Street 780 439 0024 


DISCOVER 


THE TASTES 


OF EUROPE 


Cycling and Walking 
Small Group Holidays 


Sicilian Volcano Hike 
8 days — $1490 


Mount Blanc Trek 
8 days —- $1250 


Conquistadores 
& Old Castile 


Hidden trails of Sardinia 
8 days - $1130 


Alpine Trails 
15 days - $1420 
Walking through Tuscany 
15 days - $1200 
Chianti Classico 
8 days — $1360 


Rambling in Portugal 
15 days - $1270 


Hiking in Provence 
8 days - $1130 


Hidden trails of Sardinia 
8 days - $1320 
Hiking in the 
Bernese Oberland 
8 days - $1320 


Mountains of Tuscany 
8 days - $1360 


Amalfi & Cilento 
8 days - $1080 


12 days —- $1130 


Camino de Santiago 
12 days - $1680 


Azores Island Hopping 
14 days —- $1760 


Backroads of Poland 
15 days - $1540 


Alpine Lakes of Slovenia 
8 days —- $1050 


Cretan Rambler 
8 days — $860 


Greek Island Wanderer 
15 days - $1420 


Walking in Cyprus 
9 days - $910 


% TREK 


escapes 


Adventure Travel Centres 


Toll Free: 1 800 387 3574 
edmonton@trekescapes.com 


www.trekescapes.com 


Issues is a for individuals and organizations 
to ‘on current events and broader issues 
of importance to the community. Their commentary 
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You can’t reason with a bully 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

Once again, Alberta's teachers find themselves in 
place where the provincial government is trying to 
bully them into giving up their rights and accepting 
responsibility for something they had nothing to do 
with. 

Here is a quick primer on the Alberta teachers’ 
unfunded pension liability. The pension fund was 
established by provincial government legislation in 
1936—that same legislation set contribution rates 
and pay-out rates for the plan. 

In 1956, the Alberta government stopped con- 
tributing to-the fund and began covering its ongoing 
obligations with funds it had previously contributed 
to the plan. Then, 10 years later, when these accu- 


_ mulated contributions had essentially run out, the 


government adopted a pay-as-you-go approach to 
the pension plan: they started paying 50 per cent of 
the plan's actual pay-outs, but were not actually 
contributing into the physical pool of money. The 
result was that, although the province was paying 
their share of pensions, they were not covering 
their share of the fund's operating expenses, or 
doing anything to make the fund inflation-proof. 
Teachers, on the other hand, had been paying their 
legally mandated contributions to the plan this 
entire time. 

By 1992, the result was a gap of over $6 billion 
between what was in the fund and what was need- 
ed, In a goodwill gesture, teachers agreed in 1992 to 
start making extra contributions to help eliminate 
the short-fall in the plan. The government did like- 
wise, splitting the retirement fund into pre- and 
post-1992 funds and setting contribution levels to 
ensure there would be no more liabilities. But the 
Tory regime of the day also deemed that any new 
surplus in the post-1992 fund would go to pay down 


-the pre-1992 liability. 


Taking this money out of the post-1992 fund 
resulted in an additional shortfall in the new fund of 
$742 million. This means that today the combined 
liability in the Alberta Teachers Retirement Fund is 
$7.109 billion. 


CLEARLY, THE LIABILITY IS entirely the result of poor 
decision-making and policy on the part of the gov- 
ernment. Through a combination of setting the con- 
tribution rates arbitrarily, not paying into the fund for 
36 years, and an ill-thought out plan to resolve the 
issue, government created the shortfall. And govern- 


ment assumed full liability for it in the 1992 legisla- 
tion. 

Despite all this, however, the government recently 
Jaid out a plan to provide some relief for teachers 
who started teaching after 1992 and to establish a 
new task force to deal with the issue of the unfund- 
ed liability. 

in a letter to the ATA, Education Minister Ron 
Liepert says that post-1992 teachers deserve relief 
because they “are paying for a liability they had no 
part in creating.” The implication, of course, is that 
pre-1992 teachers were somehow responsible for 
the liability. 

The letter goes on to say that the work of the 
taskforce to resolve the issue, and the contribution- 
relief to new teachers, will only proceed if the ATA is 
willing “to take the necessary steps to ensure no 
strikes during the time the task force is reviewing 
the options.” Clearly, the government's concern here 
is not fundamentally about the pension liability, but 
rather with finding a way to guarantee the passivity 
and compliance of teachers in a year when virtually 
every district in the province is entering contract 
negotiations. © 

So, in a nutshell, government causes a $7.1 billion 
liability in the teachers’ pension fund through mis- 
management and bad decision-making, assumes 
responsibility for it, and then proceeds to blame the 
teachers and bully them into giving up their most 
fundamental right as workers. 

My question is not so much with what the govern 
ment is doing—this is pretty much par for the course 
for a Conservative government that has, over the 
years, shown complete contempt for teachers and 
their union. My question is why teachers across this 
province have not yet taken to the streets and 
walked off the job en masse in response to this lat- 
est act of bullying from the government. We are in 
the midst of an unprecedented boom with a shortage 
of workers and a shortage of daycare spaces—the 
political power and leverage of teachers does not 
get much better than this. 

Teachers know, perhaps better than anyone, that 
you cannot reason with a bully. If teachers do not 
take action, the bullying will not stop. And if teach- 
ers allow the bullying to continue, then they will be 
complicit in this mess and be forced to accept what- 
ever the bully doles out. It is a defining moment for 
teachers in Alberta—embrace your power, or take 
what you get. What would you decide? w 


MAY 10 - MAY 16, 2007 


NEWS 


—E_ 


aa eee 


gw, EEE 


05-07-2007—the 18th floor 


spa 
dispatch@vueweekly.com 


The view north through the window of 
somebody else's office: vast fields of real- 
estate stretching out toward the hazy 
brown band on the horizon, the worri- 
some dirty halo from which pour riches. 

Nearer by, just across the avenue, is the 
construction site for what I'm told will be a 
Sobeys, a downtown-revitalizin’ foodmart 
to take the pressure off the Save-On, 
where the post-work rush hour requires 
full-time traffic control and one can line- 
read both People and Real Simple in the 
time it takes to get to a checkout. 

| can't see it from this angle, but | 
know its there—mostly there, for now— 
on the plywood hoardings surrounding 
the site: impromptu guerrilla artshow, 16 
artists, 16 pictures, flash-organized by the 
manic Sheri Barclay and slapped up in the 
wishin’-Lord-that-I-was-stoned early 
hours of Sunday morning. Illustrated nurs- 
ery rhymes and pop-culture iconography, 
notional space flags and curated Elvis 
tapestries, the streetshow actually lasted 
24 hours before the builders culled their 
first piece, a shocking pink celebri-collage 
featuring Bill Cosby. | can’t see that, 
either, but it’s been blogged ... 

Behind me, muted by two or three lay- 
ers of the padded grey burlap that defines 
our Team’s habitrail, a coworker mutters 
emphatically into his telephone, working 
his real-estate deals. This is’a trick lots of 
people are picking up, the art of keeping 
one’s voice down while still having the 
go-go, for-sure-for-sure confidence 
required to wheel ‘n’ deal, a necessary 
survival skill for Edmontonians playing 
Condominium Tycoon on company time. 

“We'll make the fi- ... we'll get the fif- 
.. lo, yeah, no we'll get the 50 back in ... 
in less than two weeks, no, yeah, right, 
absolutely.” 


EVEN STREETY SLACKERS are talking 
real-estate these days, pierced ‘n’ bagay 
Whatever types walking down Whyte, 
shrugging noncommittally about flipping 
condos. Sixty per cent of all conversation 
taking place in Edmonton at any one time 
is about house prices, round-robin com- 
parison of how many thousands in how 
Many months, and through it all the one 
thing every Edmontonite knows for cer- 
tain: if you're renting, you are retarded: 
you are completely retarded: it is retard- 
ed to pay rent. 

No kidding. Questions of equity aside, 
the life of a renter in Edmonton is the life 
of a fugitive, chased from building to 
building by the advancing forces of con- 
dominimization, or squeezed hard if you 
Stay put. The notice doesn’t come from 


> 


your landlord or building manager, either: 
one day you simply find the shit-eating 
grin of a realtor slipped under your door, 
offering you the exciting Opportunity of 
buying your shitbox bachelor suite for a 
quarter-million dollars, and a week later 
the lobby and hailways fill with loud- 
mouth suits actually rubbing their hands 
as they discuss the money they'll be mak- 
ing while you're scrambling for yet anoth- 
er round of deposit/first month/hookups. 

And the elevators fill with graffiti: 

Thanks for making me move AGAIN 

| hope you're happy 

| hate you motherfuckers 


GIVEN THESE FEELINGS everywhere, 
given a climate where even the bought-in 
moneymakers are getting scared shitless 
—Sure, | could sell this place for three 


‘1 

A 
hie 
‘ 1 


‘a 


hundred grand, but what then? | still have 
to fuckin’ Jive somewhere, man."—and a 
new fear and loathing overtakes tradi- 
tional beer and loafing, it'd be easy to 
read a construction-site artbombing as 
some kind of antidevelopment protest. 
But that’s exactly what it's not! The name 
of the project—Make It Not Suck—says 
it all; it's about making this shit easier to 
look at. Makeup, if not a mask, for the 
skungy plywood Face of Progress. 

Or a blessed weekend giggle, at least; 
these are getting fewer and farther 
between. Edmonton long ago lost its sta- 
tus as a Slacker's Paradise—this used to 
be the Reverse New York: if you couldn't 
make it here, you couldn't make it any- 
where—but even as it becomes less and 
less possible to keep it together in 
Browntown without working like a slave- 
dog while making mortgage deals on your 
bathroom breaks, we've got to honour our 
heritage as laughing dilettante stoner art 
punks ... even if we can only honour it on 
slow Sundays. 

It's either that, or flee to Winnipeg ... w 
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Mild indifference over 
conference finals sweeps city! 
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SS} | OWE YOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthedar@vueweek!y.com 


There are four teams left in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs and none of them are the 
Oilers. None of them are the Flames 
either. It isn't all bad. TB and Dave make 
their picks for the remaining matchups. 


DARK WING DUCK: 

DETROIT VS ANAHEIM Two of the teams 
vanquished by the Oilers over last season's 
playoffs remain in the hunt. Detroit has 
managed to avoid getting bounced in the 
first or second round as they have in six of 
the last nine NHL seasons. The other three 
seasons they won the Cup, though. The 
Wings have only lost a third-round playoff 
series three times since the 1986-87 sea- 
son. Two of those third-round losses (86-87 
and 87-88) came to the Oilers. The Ducks 
are young and tough. The Wings have 
finesse and experience. Former Ducks 
coach Mike Babcock is behind the bench in 
Detroit now. What does this mean? It will 
be a close series and anyone could win it. 
If you've been reading my prior predictions, 
I'm not exactly Kreskin here. Oiler note: If 
Anaheim wins, the Oilers get the Ducks’ 
first round draft pick next year. 

(DY’s predictions: Wings in 6; TBs predic- 
tion: Ducks in 6) 


SABRE-RATTLING: 

BUFFALO VS OTTAWA I'm going to go 
ahead here and buck the trend. Buffalo 
has looked good so far, but | think that 
Ottawa finally has the pieces and the grit 
to go all the way. Emery hasn't been a 
brick wall, but he has been getting better. 
| just think that they have more weapons 
and a better D-corp. Unless Miller gets 
hot (and that could happen), | think that 
this is the Sens’ series to lose. 

(TB’s predictions: Senator's in 7; DY’s pre- 
diction: he’s too chicken to make one ...) 


DOM-INO EFFECT Three of the four 


remaining teams in the Stanley Cup play- 


offs have had Dominik Hasek on the roster 
at one time. Hasek played for Buffalo and 
Ottawa and was a member of the Red 
Wings when they won the Cup in 2001, 
left for a spell and is back with them now 
and playing at the top of his game. Hasek 
started his career with Chicago but his 
mojo didn't help that team this year. DY 


MAKING THER “0” FACE How times have 
changed. In days gone by, the Eastern con- 
ference was where fun hockey went to die, 
while huge defencemen and shut-down 
defences won 1-0 games by boring the 
other teams to death. But clutch-and-grab 
hockey is gone now, and teams who antici- 
pated the change accurately have been 
successful while others (Philly!) have been 
left in the dust. The two teams in the East- 
ern final are currently leading the post-sea- 
son in goals scored, and the series 
promises to be one where mistakes are 
severely punished. On the flipside, the 
Western final features two disciplined 
teams with veteran goalies who have aver- 
aged the least goals against in the post- 
season. I'll be watching the East. 1B 


REPEAT OFFENDERS For trivia’s sake, 
Mike Sillinger played for Detroit, Ana- 
heim and Ottawa through his well-trav- 
elled career. No player has been a Duck, 
Wing, Sabre and Senator. DY 


TOOTING MY OWN HORN Yeah, Dave 
hasn’t been all that in the playoffs, but I've 
managed to come out looking sorta smart. 
So far, I'm 7-for-8 in calling series, and | 
went 4-for-4 in the conference semis. So, 
of course, this is the first year in a long 
time where I'm not ina playoff pool. TB 


RICH PEOPLE Edmonton billionaire (Cal- 
gary doesn’t have one—we do) Dary! 
Katz made a reported $145 million offer 
to buy the Oilers over the weekend. | 
looked at the Oilers online auction and 
looked at a jersey or stick and figured 
spending the $100 or $200 would be too 
extravagant and balked. Different 
worlds. DY 


INCORRECT. CIRCULARITY 
WILL BE ATTAINED. 


WHAT, SO TA A CIRCLE NOW? 
GREAT. THAT'S JUST FABULOUS. 


THOUGH THERE 1S SOMETHING. 
KINDA AWESOME ABOUT BEING 
A CIRCLE , A REAL SENSE OF 
CONTENTMENT AND UNITY! 


NAH, JuST 
KIDDING. 


YES... YES.. IT MAKES 
PERFECT SENSE! THEY'RE 
KILLING OFF MOTORISTS 
ONE AT A TIME TO PUSH 
THEIR DIABOLICAL BICYCLE 
AGENDA’ I'M ALL OVER 
THESE GUYS LIKE RIDING 
SHORTS ON A FAT LADY// 


THE ONGOING SAGA OF... WHAT ABOUT THIS CREEPY 
KID WHO'S BEEN HOUNDING [:.) 
ME SINCE | GOT HERE... 


HMMMMM.. 


J SUSPECTS 
I'M GOING 
TO NEED 
SOME 
SCOTCH, A 
CIGAR AND }- 
A FAAALY 
PACK OF 
TIMSITS, 
STAT! 


THERE'S THE WEIRD GUY 
WITH THE CRAVAT AND 
GOATEE! NO ONE WITH A 
GOATEE CAN BE TRUSTED! 


HERE AT RED BIKE. WHAT" 
THEIR DEAL? THEY SEEM 
PRETTY SKETCHY AND THEY 
SMELL LIKE CABBAGE... 
THERE IS SOMETHING 
STRANGE GOING ON HERE/ 


LAST witte $ = NN SANILAL 


hes wrER 


PERP ROUND-UP! <= 


NEWS 


12 MAY 10 - MAY 16, 2007 


| promised some reasons for optimism in 
the face of political and economic wrench- 
es working against our health, and | have 
to confess it turned up sorrowfully little. 

{ went walking in downtown Vancou- 
ver this week, where everyone who lives 
close enough walks everywhere, rain or 
shine. | did this eagerly, thinking how 
healthy a life-style it would be, until | got 
a headache from the non-stop exhaust in 
my face. Because although the sidewalks 
are busy, so are the roads, with tourists 
and a million more cars en route to and 
from suburbia in almost-stopped traffic. 

We did find lovely little food spots to 
eat, though, places that serve up nutri- 
tious and delicious and inexpensive 
meals. And, for vacationers and retirees 
and writers with portable offices—those 
who don't need to limit their walking 
between towers and who can get to the 
seawall—there is an abundance of fresh 
flon-sour-gas-contaminated ocean air, 
which was very nice. 

And still on my quest for reasons to be 
optimistic on the health front, | spotted 
fresh fruit stands, raw juice bars and lots 
of organic everything. | heard about my 
step-daughter’s raw food vegan diet and 
watched her lead an outdoor boot camp 
exercise Class. | read some encouraging 
Conseiousness-raising updates on unjust 
Compensation for care-givers, which is a 
health issue for mothers. 

Salary.com reported new calculations 
on women’s unwaged labour—the 10 
jobs moms typically do in their on-aver- 
age 92-hour weeks should bring in close 
to $140 000 a year. And while we don't in 
fact bring in anything for that work, and 
while the hours alone are a health issue, 
it is encouraging that some are going to 
the trouble to update and publish these 
calculations. 


EAGER TO LEAVE DARK thoughts behind, 
hungrily tying into a box of “Sensible 
Solution” cholesterol free, high fibre and 
highly-addictive Triscuits, | managed to 
Stop myself long enough to read the 
label. Not bad, | thought: olive oil (albeit 
heated), whole wheat—but there it was, 
the long-forgotten monosodium gluta- 
mate (MSG). 

Those interested in keeping it in our 
food-—and they are interested, because it 
is addictive—have become very clever at 
disguising its presence. Monopotassium 
glutamate, glutamic acid, hydrolyzed veg- 
stable protein, autolyzed plant protein, 
textured protein, gelatin, sodium 
caseinate and autolyzed yeast are some 
of the more common cloaks it wears. And 
its seemingly everywhere, including— 
according to John Erb, who wrote an 
entire book about MSG—in our beloved 
coffee-shop coffees. 

What's so disturbing about this, besides 
the sneakiness, is that researchers have 
known for decades about the addictive and 
fattening properties of MSG. Yes, fatten- 
ing, and not only because we can't stop at 
One serving. It's all there in the scientific 
literature. MSG is used in the lab to make 
animals obese for research purposes, 
because it effectively triples the amount of 
insulin the pancreas makes. 

But Health Canada has no limits on 


how much can be added to food, and 
claim it to be safe in any amount. Safe if 
you don’t mind being headed for adult- 
onset diabetes, and safe for the bank 
accounts of the food industry, and safe 
for government who doesn’t like backlash 
from food producers—but definitely not 
Safe for the rest of us. 

And all the while we keep pumping 
millions into diabetes research, when 
maybe all we really need to do is stop 
food manufacturers from using it. Stop it 
entirely, rather than allowing ever new 
ways of fooling those who do read labels, 

| must continue my search for reasons 
to be optimistic though, because too many 
dark thoughts are a health risk. | got back 
into Alberta yesterday and am writing this 
minus a functioning pointer-finger this 
morning, as, in my haste and distress last 
night, rushing to cut up some veggies, | 
took a clean not-so-little slice off the end 
of my finger, nail and all. Ouch, to say 
nothing of using a keyboard. w 
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There’s no better place to B-Bim-Baab 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 

hen I was 21, I worked in 

a Korean restaurant in 

Lake Louise. The pay was 
lousy, they charged outrageously for 
accommodations, and I've never had 
a better summer. I hitched into Banff 
or climbed mountains on my days off 
and learned a little Korean to make 
my gorgeous coworkers titter. 

Over those Rocky Mountain nights, 
| developed a fondness for Korean 
dishes and reserved Asiatic ladies. 

Now that I’m a happily married. 
man, I cherish every visit to a Korean 
restaurant. There are only a few in 
the city, so 1 space them out. I gave 
B-Bim-Baab a little time after its 
reopening on the site of the venera- 
ble Korean Gardens. It boasts the 
best name for a restaurant, ever. Like 
a little poem, it trips lightly and 
delightfully off the tongue: B-Bim- 
Baab. A few of the other (less rep- 
utable) restaurant reviewers in town 
had fallen over themselves in praise 
of the place, so I thought I would try 
it out on a late Friday afternoon. 

If you didn’t know it was there, B- 
Bim-Baab would be tough to find. 
Fortunately, enough of the local 
lunchers supported their buffet trade. 
The place was empty, which suited 
us fine, and we took our seats next 
to the natural light of the windows 
facing a generic business park park- 
ing lot. 

Its décor was spruced up, but 
largely reclaimed from the original 
restaurant. Bright red carpet clashed 
pleasantly with the bare pine, and 
blossom-based art was prominently 
featured. I admired the solid feel of 
stylish stainless steel chopsticks, 
which contrasted with the horrible 
yellow glass salt and pepper shakers, 
as I picked up my menu. After all, we 
were here for the food. 

The menu was written in both 
Korean and English, but one of my 
most successful icebreaking phrases 
Hungook mal mo tayo” {I don't 
peak Korean), so I focused on the 

My wife start- 
1 hunted 


decided on the 


—bul gal bi— 


for the restaurant’s 
f dolsot b-bim-baab 

n nated beef, 
pped with a 
9. Despite 
would come with 
ted kim chee and 
i, my wife added an 
goon mandu wontons 


4.99) to start 
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WE SETTLED BACK and waited as our 
pot of barley tea ($1.98) steeped. The 
warm, grainy flavour was deeper and 
more comforting than the lighter, 
transitory tang of green or jasmine 
tea. I prefer barley with anything but 
the spiciest dishes. I avoided the 
libations on the menu, despite being 
tempted by Korean beers, whiskeys 
and sake. 

I finally poured us each a tiny cup- 
ful from the tiny pot as our lovely, 
smiling server approached. Some- 
what hesitantly she said, “I have 
some bean sprouts and kim chee, if 
you're familiar with it?” 

My eyes were already glued to the 
small dishes of my favourite side 
dishes of any cuisine. “Kahm sa ham 
nida,” I thanked her in my hideously 
deformed Korean and she laughed as 
she placed them in front of us. My 
wife scooped up some of the sprouts 
and crunched happily, exclaiming in 
delight over the barley tones she 
found added to the side dish. A 
slightly salty aftertaste chased them 
down nicely. 

I was all about the kim chee, 
though. Its heat was milder than I 
was used to, doubtlessly made tamer 
in deference to our Caucasian 
palates. As a result, the flavours of 
the chill cabbage and usually fiery 
red sauce were much more 
approachable. 


I was still spearing kim chee when 
my wife's order arrived, along with 
our starter. The b-bim-baab easily 
stole centre stage. It was a feast for 
the ears, eyes and nose in a sizzling 
black stone bowl on a wooden tray 
to protect the table. Our server asked 
if we knew how to mix it, but I ges- 
tured her to go ahead. 

She added some hot sauce and 
tossed the multicoloured array of 
ingredients like a salad. Strips of beef 
and shredded egg blended with the 
rice, sprouts and carrot into a 
savoury mess. The aroma of cooking 
vegetables and warm beef enveloped 
our table. 

I served myself a bit of b-bim-baab 
and savoured the rich blend. The tex- 
ture was that of a rice casserole from 
a skilled baba, but the flavours were 
all Asian. I could see why they named 
the restaurant after it. Believe it or 
not, my next sample was even better. 
The rice had crisped against the sides 
of the stone bowl and the crunchy 
grains added another dimension to 
the already hearty experience. 

I supplemented the b-bim-baab 
paradise with one of the wontons, 
then stopped thieving my wife’s dish 
in order to hoover down the light- 
tasting appetizers. Where normally 
spring rolls come wrapped in oily 
shells that explode into jagged 
shrapnel inside your defenseless 
mouth, these held their luscious, del- 
icately-seasoned interiors in a single 
crisp wrap. The crust extended into 
crunchy edges that were perfect for 
dipping in the homemade sweet and 
sour sauce. 
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THE REVIEWER'S CODE states that 
anything worth indulging is worth 
overindulging. I didn’t save much 
room for my own dish by the time I 
rinsed my palate with lukewarm bar- 
ley tea and looked up to see our 
server approach with yet another 
sizzling platter. 

1 squared my shoulders, 
exchanged a grim glance with my 
bride, scooped some fluffy white rice 
from a scalding aluminum bowl and 
snagged a strip of beef off its cast 
iron platter. The bul gal bi short ribs 
were cross-cut to leave in the bones, 
and the meat was frankly succulent. 
As frustrating as it is to admit, this 
reviewer doesn’t have words to 
describe the result of tender beef, 
marinated then barbecued in stun- 
ning spices. The best summer patio 
memory faded into irrelevance in the 
face of this Korean delight. 

The delicate knifework was slow- 


ing me down, so I relied on my fin- — 


gers and teeth to peel meat from the 
bones. My wife finished our second 
bowl of bean sprouts as | stuffed 
myself stupid on the last strip of bul 
gal bi. 

In no mood to even enquire about 
their dessert offerings, I settled our 
criminally underpriced $35 bill 
(before tax and tip) and loaded up to 
leave. There are quite a few culinary 
ethnicities in the city, but nothing 
passes for comfort food for me like a 
little “memories of Lake Louise” 
Korean cuisine. “Kahm sa ham nida,” 
indeed—B-Bim-Baab, I'll see you 
again soon. ¥ 
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A FORKFUL OF GOLDEN GOODNESS As 
soon as | saw the Blue Plate Diner at 
the top of the list for best appetizers, | 
knew that our readers—the staffers in 
downtown hi-rises, the daily bus com- 
muters and the artistically-inclined 
bohemians of Edmonton—came out to 
vote for the Golden Forks. 

The list read like the Dish section's 
hot spots for the past year: Fresh Start 
Bakery, Funky Pickle and Organic 
Roots came out to dominate their cat- 
egories while the huge chains with 
massive marketing budgets and mod- 
erate food quality were left in the 
dust. Congratulations, Vue readers— 
your tastes were reflected in this 
year's results. 

One of the biggest surprises was a 
David-and-Goliath story, where plucky 
El Rancho took out five-time winner 
Julio's Barrio for Best Latin American 
Restaurant. I'm a dedicated convert to 
E| Rancho’s huevos rancheros and 
glasses of freshly squeezed pineapple 
juice, so | was delighted with the kudos 
they earned. 

Another delight was the Best New 
Restaurant nod for Skinny Legs and 
Cowgirls, who could not have served 
enough people to earn the title but 
probably thrilled enough with their Tom 
Robbins-esque name alone. 

| even learned a few things. Tiny 
Shine holds their Canada Place cus- 
tomers’ hearts for the best under-$10 
meal and the University-area Sugar- 
bowl is the best spot for people-watch- 
ing. \'ll have to pick up a sandwich and 
head down to watch the world go by. 

In short, thank you, Vue readers. 
After the soul-shattering results of a 
couple years’ worth of corporate 
Golden Forks, you really came 
through. A contemporary mix of hot 
independent spots and unexpected 
chains has built a list of “must-see” 
places for the dining Edmontonian. 
Just think: you'll never again have to 
ask, "Where do you want to go 
tonight?” You have the list in your 
hands, and the tremendous array of 
cuisines and culinary experiences are 
yours for the sampling. 

Bon appetit! 


FOOD NEWS! 


* Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 


nary happenings around town. Got an 
event, an announcement or some 
unsubstantiated gossip? Email 
dish@vueweekly.com or fax 426.2889. 


And now, 
the winners 


It is that time of year again. Hundreds of our readers filled out ballo 
There were categories with run away winners and categories with 
ferently this year was give an award to the independent restaurant 
planned this, it was to ensure that smaller businesses got a chance 
this year, the indies were the victors. Some categories had no vo 
indie stand on its own. Are we being selective? A little but it favo 
one with the most votes. So, here are people's choices! 


Best Dishes 


ts telling us who they felt were the best restaurants in town. 
dozens of different favourites. One thing we have done dif- 
with the most votes and the chain with the most. When we 
to win despite some chains massive marketing budgets. But, 
tes at all for chains; in others so few, we decided to let the 
urs the restaurants owned by your neighbours and always the 


BEST APPETIZERS BEST BREAD BEST TAPAS 
BLUE PLATE DINER FRESH START BAKERY LATAPA — 
10145 104 Avenue, 429 0740 484 Riverbend Square, 433 9623 10523 99 Avenue, 424 8272 
BEST APPETIZERS (CHAIN) | BEST BREAD (CHAIN) BEST PUB FOOD 
JOEY TOMATOES COB'S 
SHERLOCK HOLMES : 
BEST SOUP (TIE) BEST STEAKS Multiple Locations, 423 020. 
: BEST PUB FOOD (CHAIN) (TIE) 
a 409 8272 _ ; hee A : HOUSE BREWSTERS & BOSTON PIZZA 
& 
FRESH START BAKERY SST STEAS (CN) BEST DIM SUM (TIE) 
484 Riverbend Square,433 9623 THE KEG 
any alee 
at SOUP (CHAIN BEST VENISON 1000 treet, 
TT TLL SS 6 i Sa sa a nn a 
i, 
BEST SALAD 11639A Jasper Avenue, 482 2600 jateway Blvd, 
BEST SUSHI BEST SANDWICHES = 
8225 112 Street, 413 1730 
KYOTO COL MUSTARD'S 
BEST SALAD (CHAIN) Multiple locations, 420 1750 10802 124 Street, 448 1590 
eee BEST SUSHI (CHAIN) BEST SANDWICHES (CHAIN) (TIE) 
TOKYO EXPRESS QUIZNOS & SUBWAY 
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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eHECK OUT OUR 
NEW HAPPY HOUR: 


4-8 PM MON-FRI 


IO616-82 AVE, 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRNES.COM 


Thanks for 
your vote! 
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- All proceeds going 
hack fo ‘Weekend to end 
Breast Canter’ 


©River House.Grill 
\ Fine Dinner in Grin louse 


Creative on aaey ae 
AAA Angus Steaks 
weal ti 


MAY 16 
Breast Cancer 
Wine Tasting Fundraiser 
95 THANKS FOR VOTING FOR Ls! 
BEST INDEPENDENT 
WINE STORE 


IFE N' JEKEL™ 


——_ 


Try Some 


10646 170 ST 


9114 91 AVE 


Greal 

—— Sandwiches, 
Soups, Salads 

and Pies! 


TODAY! 


12028 149 ST 


BEST HAMBURGERS 
THE GARAGE BURGER BAR 


10242 106 Street, 423 5014 


BEST HAMBURGERS (CHAIN) 


Best 
Dishes 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


HARVEYS 


BEST FRIES 


DEO 
10548A 82 Avenue, 433 0930 


BEST PIZZA (CHAIN) BEST SWEETS ~ 


ute as FRESH START BAKERY 


484 Riverbend Square, 433 9623 


BEST DESSERTS (TIE} 

; BEST SWEETS (CHAIN) 
BLOCK 1912 PURDY'S 
10361 82 Avenue, 433 6575 
& 

FRESH START BAKERY Baieilie 


484 Riverbend Square, 433 9623 FRESH START BAKERY 


484 Riverbend Square, 433 9623 


BEST FRIES (CHAIN) BEST DESSERTS (CHAIN) 
MCDONALDS EARLS BEST SNACKS (CHAIN) 
GREAT CANADIAN BAGEL 
BEST PIZZA (IIE) BEST CHICKEN WINGS __ 
FUNKY PICKLE FILTHY MCNASTY'S BELLE 
Multiple Locations, 433 3865 10511A 82 Avenue, 432 5224 B AD ASS J ACKS 
& Multiple Locations, 468 3452 
ROSE BOWL BEST CHICKEN WINGS (CHAIN) 


10111 117 Street, 482 5152 


PIZZA 73 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 19 
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DINNER FOR? © EVERY WEEK © anny 


THAT’S RIGHT! 


STEP 1 = GO TO THE VUEWEEKLY.COM WEBSITE AND 
SUBSCRIBE TO FIRST READ or you are ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER GO TO STEP 2) 


STEP 2. READ FIRST READ AND CU CLICK THE LINK TO ENTER 


MAY ENTER ONCE PER WEEK) 


PRIZES WILL BE DRAWN ON MAY 24, 07 
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; stined to fail, these eater- 
ies represent the optimistic, yet mis- 
, belief that all it takes to runa 
restaurant is a big heart and a fat wal- 
let. The newly-minted millionaire 
thinks he'll try his hand at running a 
pub, and his first executive decision is 
to name a sandwich after himself. 

Owning your own business can be 
incredibly rewarding, but any restau- 
rateur wil) concede that failure rates 
are high and the investment in both 
time and money is endless. Banks 
joke that if you want to make a mil- 
lion dollars, start with two million and 
open a restaurant. 

1 found myself pondering this 
topic while sipping a chai latte 
($2.95) at the Blues Java Bar on 50 
Street in Goldbar. Blues Java just 
reopened after remaining closed for 
much of April. As a regular patron, I 
was curious about why it was 
closed, so | dropped by for a tender 
roast beef half sandwich and small 
bow! of fresh vegetable soup ($5.50 
for both). 1 hoped for a bit of gossip 
on the side. 

Leah Mailloux didn’t take long to 
dish the story: it turns out she was on 
vacation. Just back from a sojourn to 
her native Kenya, she oozed positive 
energy as she prepared my frothy chai 


MON FRLFROM7 AM, SA ROM AM 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 
BLUES JAVA BAR 
SOND 106 AVENUE 

4638918 


latte. She showed me a photo of her 
daughter and grandson back in 
Kenya; a pair of smiling faces beamed 
back at me from the glossy paper. 

Mailloux does it all at Blues Java: 
she makes the daily soup and sand- 
wiches, whips up the freshly-brewed 
cappuccinos, and greets her patrons 
by name as they slide into their 
favourite leather seats or gather 
around their usual tables. 

The blue and wine-coloured walls, 
massive bookcase stacked with 
Paperbacks and soft light streaming 
in from the windows lent the café a 
warm, homey feel. The room was 
divided in two; one side was quiet 
and den-like, while the other hosted 
slightly more bustle. The café seated 
just enough people to maintain an 
informal feel. As soon as the weather 
permits, a few bistro tables will make 
their way out front and into the sun- 
shine. 


WHILE | BLEW gently on my latte, 


ladies from the Hardisty Pool morning 
aqua-cize class chatted about the 
events of the day. This thrice-weekly 
ritual has them squeeze up to 12 
women around two small tables on 
one side of the café. 


A gentleman struck up a conversa- 
tion about his apple tree and gener- 
ously offered me a few kilograms at 
the end of the summer. He drove from 
the far north end of the city to enjoy 
Leah’s coffee and good chi. When she 
had the chance, Leah sat down to 
chat, revealing tidbits about her trip 
and the changes she noticed since her 
last visit to Kenya. 

I listened to the soft voices and 


laughter while sipping at my warm 
vegetable soup laced with cauliflower, 
green beans, slices of carrot and bits 
of corn. The creamy tomato broth was 
rich with bold flavour. I relaxed, 
enjoying the aroma of the café as I 
nibbled on my roast beef sandwich, 
which was served on thick bread and 
generously spread with mayonnaise 
and mustard, then topped with grated 
cheddar cheese 


Some people are at home in the 
kitchen of a small café, a bustling pub 
or a posh eatery. I don’t know if run- 
ning a small café is Leah's dream, but 
she certainly makes it look like fun 
Maybe that's why so many others 
think they can do it 

Maybe we're all just one lott 
ticket away from a sandwich 
after ourselves. Hmm ... who \ 
come by to try the B-Ella-T? w 


WUITEMUD CROSING 
AQC-1717 
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AO47 III Street 


© Slop 


OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


EXPERIENCE 
FINE FRESH MARKET CUISINE 


like you never tasted! 


Reservations: 434-1113 


Kid Distill the essence 


JASON FOSTER / greathead@vueweokly.com 
t wasn’t long ago that when 
| Fee offered a bottle of 
homemade beer, the recipient 
would stumble for polite words of 
rejection, or scramble for the door. 

While the old images of a pungent, 
barely drinkable concoction may not 
have been entirely fair, these days it 
couldn't be further from the truth. 
Today, anyone can create a beer in 
their kitchen that will rival their 
favourite pub draught. 

I admit that I have been a home- 
brewer for the last 15 years. My base- 
ment brewery has turned out 
hundreds of cases of beer; some were 
better than others, but all had a 
unique flavour unmatched by 
commercial brands. Many 
have even won medals. I am 
nothing special: homebrewing 
has become a hobby that is 
accessible to anyone who has 
a love of beer and a willing- 
ness to break the habit of 
drinking store-bought beer. 

Why would someone want 
to make their own beer? Two 
reasons: cost and quality. I 
started homebrewing in uni- 
versity, when poverty forced 
me to make a choice: reduce 
my beer consumption or find a 
cheaper way to get it. 

An average batch of home- 
brew costs six dollars per 
case—50 cents a beer. No dis- 
count beer even comes close 
to that price point. Not only 
did I want cheap beer, I didn’t 
want to sacrifice quality. Mak- 
ing delicious, original beer in 
your own home is not difficult. 

Are you having trouble find- 
ing your favourite type of beer? 
Just make it. Although liquor 
stores in Alberta have a limited 
selection of beer styles, you 
can make any style of beer in 
your kitchen. Not only can you brew 
other beers, you can create your own: 
| have friends who brew beer with 
pine needles, pumpkins and even 
Grape Nuts cereal. 


ACCORDING TO KEVIN ZAYCHUK, the 


best part of homebrewing can be 
summed up in two words: the beer. 

“It has opened up the world of beer 
to me,” he says. “Most people do not 
realize there are over 20 styles of beer 
and many distinct sub-styles. It is 
much more complex than wine will 
ever be.” 

Zaychuk would know: he is presi- 
dent of the Edmonton Homebrewers’ 
Guild (EHG), which is one of Canada’s 


Downtown 
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largest and most vibrant homebrew 
clubs. 

“The EHG is currently a 54-member 
club with one focus—beer,” says 
Kevin. “We have a diverse group of 
members with at least one thing in 
common.” 

The club's popularity is at a record 
high and Zaychuk thinks that this is 
because Edmontonians are looking 
for something more than the fizzy yel- 
low liquid produced by every large 
brewery. EHG’s annual Aurora Brew- 
ing Challenge is Canada’s second- 
largest homebrew competition. Held 


the second week of June, it regularly 
draws more than 300 entries from 
across the continent. 

But what if you just want to give it 
a try to make some decent beer and 
save a few bucks? 


THE PROCESS IS SIMPLE. in the first 
stage, you prepare the wort, which is 
the sweet barley-malt liquid infused 
with hops. In prepared Kits, this 
entails nothing more than adding 
water (plus sugar in cheaper kits) and 
stirring. 

In the second stage, you let the 
yeast ferment the beer. The yeast 
digests the sugar to produce alcohol 
and carbon dioxide. All you need to 


of beer—at home 


do at this point is make sure that the 
fermenter maintains a stable temper- 
ature and that the yeast has enough 
oxygen. 

The final step is bottling, where you 
transfer the beer to bottles, add a little 
extra sugar to spark a final fermenta- 
tion that carbonates the beer in the 
bottle, and cap it. 

There is plenty of help available 
from local homebrew experts. 
Andrew Stephenson, owner of the 
Southside Winning Wines Plus, 
spends much of his day offering help- 
ful tips and troubleshooting. He also 
offers all the equipment that is neces- 
sary to start homebrewing, from 
starter kits at $39.99 to the more 
advanced for up to $150. 

Advanced brewers build 
beer from malted barley grain 
and hops. Since this involved 
process requires mashing and 
sparging (filtering), most 
homebrewers stick with kits. 
For price, simplicity and quali- 
ty, Stephenson recommends 
Brewhouse kits because “they 
are so bloody easy, much eas- 
ier than wine.” —_ 

Stephenson adds that, in 
recent years, the quality of 
homebrew has increased dra- 
matically. 

“Homebrew used to be 
something slightly sordid,” he 
explains. “But since the 
increase in quality ingredi- 
ents, brewers take pride in 
their creations, because the 
product is so much better.” 

If you still doubt the quality 
of homemade beer, consider 
this: winemaking kits use 
grapes that have been reject- 
ed by commercial wineries. 
Homemade beer, however, 
uses the very same malt and 
hops used by the best profes- 
sional breweries. This allows 
the homebrewer to make beer as 
delicious as anything available com- 
mercially. 

If you get into homebrewing, there 
is a community to support you in your 
new hobby. The EHG meets monthly 
at the Alley Kat brewery. 

“It is a great evening with a lot of 
friendly people and an opportunity 
to learn about a different beer 
styles,” Zaychuk notes. “We discuss 
the latest in brewing techniques, 
homebrew competitions and com- 
mercial examples.” 

It comes as no surprise that a fair 
amount of high-quality beer is also 
consumed, where BYOB is a matter of 
pride. w 


Saturdays 9am-3 

North of Jasper Ave. on 104 St. 
Victoria Day 

through Thanksgiving 


6 780-429-5713 
www.city-markeLca 
market_jO4@canada.com 


Market 
} on 104th 
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Restaurants 
BEST FINE DINING = BEST DEL! (CHAIN) 


HARDWARE GRILL SAVE ON FOODS 


9698 Jasper Avenue, 423 0969 
BEST BAVARIAN 
See eR 


BEST FINE DINING (CHAIN) 
RUTH'S CHRIS + BARB & ERNIE’S 


9906 72 Avenue, 433 3242 


BEST MID-PRICE DINING 


BEST GREEK 
eee KOUTOUK! 
Multiple Locations, 452 5383 
BEST MID-PRICE DINING (CHAIN) 


EARLS BEST FRENCH 
THE CREPERIE 


10220 103 Street, 420 6656 


BEST BREAKFAST 


oa as BEST ITALIAN 


IL PORTICO 


10012 107 Street, 424 0707 


BEST BAKERY 


FRESH START BAKERY BEST ITALIAN (CHAIN) 
] id Si ‘ 3 
484 Riverbend Square, 433 962. OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY 


BEST COFFEE SHOP 
FRESH START BAKERY 


484 Riverbend Square, 433 9623 SAI W00 
10571 97 Street. 425 9994 


BEST CHINESE 


BEST COFFEE SHOP (CHAIN) 
second cup ~= BEST THAI 


BEST TEA SHOP ies ste SS 2222 


Multiple Locations, 988 2386 BEST JAPANESE 


BEST TEA SHOP (CHAIN) MIKADO 


Multiple Locations, 425 8096 
TIM HORTONS 


ST INDIAN 
BEST DEL Be 
CENTRE Le eb an i 
10878 95 Street, 424 4869 


: MGM MEYUE Cafe 


The finest standards of service and Our own Martinique Cate has a 
cusine await. From our succulent Prime relaxing and intimate atmosphere 


Rib to our Chet’s famous Baby Back Ribs, with attention to detail and great food! 
we ensure you enjoy the very best! 


1101 - 4 Street, Nisku 780.955.7744 


J 


Lounge & Eatery Mothe; « ita! 


ag 7 
DP ubkecae 


A936 year 
tradition 

that exceeds all 
CXPeCctatiONs sunday vicn 


LIVE 


11361- Jasper Ave. after Spm 
for reservations call 488-0084 
free parking behind building 
also search teddy’s at 


edmonton 
email: com 
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A great place to wake up! { 
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THE FIRST RULE ABOUT 


Professional Wine 
Education for all Levels 
Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) 


WSET is widely referrad to 3s the "Gold Standard” in global wine education 


LEVEL 1 OFFERED 


Weekend 12th & 13th of May 


Location: Fine Wines by Liquor Select 
8924 149th Street. Edmonton 


41819 St. Albert Trail. 


455-4556 


1.800.667.7288 


AG... Art Institute of Vancouver 
Dubrulle Culinary Arts 


dus 


veww aivde 


ae C : . $ ‘y é ae 
‘Threepeat! Voted “Best Italian’ 
Golden Fork Awards 2005, ‘06 & ‘07 


Qunevative Qtalian Cuisine 4 
10012-107 Street Downtown Edmonton © Reservations 424-0707 * ilportico.ca 


Best 
Restaurants 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
BEST MEXICAN/ 
BEST MEXICAN BEST CONTINENTAL (TIE) 
EL RANCHO PUES UU 
11810 87 Street, 471 4930 i 
BEST STEAKHOUSE PACA AT LO 3 
r & 
VON'S STEAK & FISH HOUSE F1sth9 PRAHA 
10168 100A Street, 424 4218 
BEST STEAKHOUSE (CHAIN) 
WEKE Other Bests 
BEST SEAFOOD BEST NEW RESTAURANT 
BILLINGSGATE 
7331 104 Street, 432 7851 Ny 
ANWGRLS BS, 
BEST SEAFOOD (CHAIN) 
RED LOBSTER BEST NEW RESTAURANT (CHAIN) 
CHOP 
BEST VEGETARIAN 
eee BEST PRE THEATRE DINING 
10844 82 Avenue, 433 9702 FOUR ROOMS 
137 Edmonton City Centre, 426 4767 
BEST AFRICAN 
BEST PRE-THEATRE DINING (CHAIN) 
LANGANO SKIES MCDONALDS 
9920 82 Avenue, 432 3334 
| BEST RESTAURANT 
BEST JUICE BAR FOR LOVERS 
ORGANIC ROOTS THE CREPERIE 
8225 112 Street, 413 1730 10220 103 Street, 420 6656 
BEST JUIGEBAR (CHAIN) OST INNOVATIVE MENU 
BOOSTER JUICE 
BLUE PLATE DINER 
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10145 104 Avenue, 429 0740 


BEST WINE LIST 
HARDWARE GRILL 


9698 Jasper Avenue, 423 0969 


10304 111 Street, 426 1643 
4211 106 Street, 485 1717 


BEST SPORTS BAR (CHAIN) 
SCHANKS 


Locations, 433 3804 


BEST BEER LIST (CHAIN) 
BREWSTERS 


BEST PATIO 
BLACK DOG 


WHEN YOU ONLY HAVE $10 
SHINE BISTR 


9411 79 Avenue, 414 6347 


WHEN YOU ONLY HAVE $10 (CHAIN) 
MCDONALDS 


BEST PATIO (CHAIN) 
EARLS ON JASPER 


BEST HOTEL RESTAURANT 
MADISON'S GRILL 


10053 Jasper Avenue, 401 2222 


BEST HOTEL RESTAURANT (CHAIN) 
HARVEST ROOM 


WHEN GOING SOLO 
TOKYO EXPRESS 


Multiple Locations 


WHEN GOING SOLO (CHAIN) 
MCDONALDS 


ULTIMATE DINING 
EXPERIENCE 


HARDWARE GRILL 


9698 Jasper Avenue, 423 0969 


LATE NIGHT/ALL NIGHT 
FUNKY PICKLE ULTIMATE DINING EXPERIENCE (CHAIN) 
Multiple Locations, 433 3865 RUTH'S CHRIS 


LATE NIGHT/ALL NIGHT (CHAIN) 


BEST INDEPENDENT 
DENNY'S WINE STORE 


VINES 


2331 Rabbit Hill Road, 434 9444 


BEST WEEKEND BRUNCH 
FRESH START BAKERY 


484 Riverbend Square, 433 9623 PEPeWATEHNG 
BEST WEEKEND BRUNCH (CHAIN) 


SUGARBOWL 


10922 88 Avenue, 433 8369 


HARVEST ROOM 


BEST PLACE FOR 
BEST SERVICE PEOPLE WATCHING (CHAIN) 
me JOEY TOMATOES 
HARDWARE GRILL 
9698 Jasper Avenue, 423 0969 


BEST SERVICE (CHAI 
RUTH'S CHRIS 


All our Breads o> Breakfast © Lunch © Dinner 
O Grams Fat AS), O): A laCarte Brunch Menu 
O Grams Sugar FR FS cae ec. 
(Except Brioche, Cheese & Egy Breads) EuROPEAN SH one oaiged rties © Party P a 2 
4§4 Riverbend Square, www-freshstartba&ery-com 
Winner | 
Best Bread * Best Sweeis 
Best Snacks * Best Coffee Shap 


, Nutritious, Healthy 


Stay in sues Catered 


Best Bakery * Best Weekend Brunch 


Tie - Best Soup... Best. Deserts 


Thanks Edmonton for voting 
Pizza 73 your number one 
choice for pizza and wings. 


You count on us to keep the 
great taste coming hot and 
fast, with friendly service 

and everyday value that can’t 


be beat. 


¢ 


DISH 


You can get some island time at Ms V's 


= | TUE-FRITO9 PM SATTO 10 PM, 
CLOSED SUN & MOW 


JEMMNFER MARIE LEWIN / jenniter@veeweekly.com 
S uriosity drove me into Ms V’s 
one cold spring night. Tucked 
between a Money Mart and a 
7-11 in a sketchy area of town, the 
diner didn’t exactly scream location. 

However, I wasn’t going to pass up 
the opportunity for some stick-to- 
your-ribs home cooking. (Especially 
because home cooking wasn’t hap- 
pening at our home: I simply was sick 
of dragging out the CorningWare to 
make another casserole.) 

We felt right at home, since the 
dining area was no bigger than the 
eating area in our townhouse. Six 
small tables dotted the bare area. A 
beaded doorway separated the 
kitchen from the tables, and a sweet 
toddler was having a grand time run- 
ning back and forth. 

My own preschooler did not need a 
formal invitation to join the fun, and I 
began to relax when I realized that no 
one minded their game. Besides, the 
blaring reggae music drowned out 
any noise they could have made. 

My husband approached the count- 
er to order. Though a whiteboard sign 
behind the cash register displayed 
many options, he announced to me 
that there were only three available 
tonight: jerk chicken ($9), curry chick- 
en ($9) and beef stew ($8.50). 1 quick- 
ly snatched up the jerk chicken and 
my husband decided on the beef stew. 

He managed to look self-satisfied 
when he informed me that our drink 
orders were a surprise. There appeared 


GOLDEN 
FIRL 
AWARDS 
2007 


MS 

CARIBBEAN CUISINE 
Bi -127 AVENUE 

WBE 


s 


to be more beverage choices than food 
ones, for he took his time peering into 
the glass cooler. Triumphant, he came 
back with an Irish moss beverage 
($3.50) for me to sample, a peanut 
punch energy drink ($3.50) for our little 
peanut, while he settled on the less 
exotic Busta banana soda ($2). 


MY MOSS BEVERAGE had a milk- 
shake’s consistency and was surpris- 
ingly sweet and flavourful. Although 
chocolaty in color, it had a spicy gin- 
ger taste. Irish moss is actually a 
species of red alga, and is famous for 
its aphrodisiac qualities. 

The drink is notorious for men in 
Jamaica and is advertised to “put lead 
in your pencil.” Although I can’t say it 
did anything for me, I would keep it in 
mind on our next date night. Our 
daughter slurped back her peanut but- 
ter smoothie. The Busta banana soda, 
although resembling cream soda, 
reminded me too much of the banana 
fluoride I loathed at the dentist office. 

I did not have much time to mull 
over the fluoride memory, for our 
main dishes appeared quickly at our 
table. Each entrée came with a gener- 
ous side of red beans and rice, as well 
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as a portion of coleslaw. 

My jerk chicken was a flavourful 
combination of dark spices. A large 
thigh and leg were doused in a mari- 
nade filled with chilies, garlic and 
cayenne pepper. The chicken was 
amazingly tender and flaked away 
easily with the stroke of a fork. My 
only complaint was a slight oversalt- 
ing that took away from the meat’s 
other seasonings. I was glad to have 
the mild rice and beans to soak up 
some of the salt. 

My husband's beef stew, on the 
other hand, was the perfect combina- 
tion of spices. Unfamiliar with 
Caribbean cuisine, I could not define 


the exact flavours in the stew, except 
to say that it was tangy without being 
spicy. I was forced to draw this con- 
clusion from the small piece I was 
allowed to sample, however, as my 
husband protected his territory. He 
was pleased to see no vegetables hid- 
ing in the sauce that would distract 
him from the thick pieces of tender 
meat. He noted that the rice was 
steaming hot but the meat was only 
lukewarm. It was a slight disappoint- 
ment to an otherwise delicious meal. 
As we were finishing our plates, I 
realized that, despite the large 
amount of people ordering, we were 
the only ones who chose to eat in the 


restaurant. Most of the regulars took 
their meals to go. This would be the 
perfect pit stop on the way to an 
impromptu picnic. 

Next time I will consider the park, 
since my daughter seemed to have a 
burst of enthusiasm. (This may have 
been caused by consuming a full 
energy drink.) As my husband went 
to pay the $33 bill including tax and 
tip, I allowed my daughter to dance to 
one more reggae song before we hit 
the road. 

We decided that, despite the cold, 
we would hit the park for some swing 
time. After all, 1 didn’t have any dishes 
to do—Ms V’s took care of that. v 


n this place is not 

tes a small sign on the 
) Nello’s Restaurant. Was it 
that great food takes time, 


g at the door, my friend and 
our eyebrows, shrugged and 
ed that since we weren’t ina 

my, this could be our kind of place. 
‘Inside, muted lighting cast a warm 
glow over the linen-draped tables. We 
made our way to the back of the room 
and settled on stools at the bar. 

While my friend got down to the 
business of ordering drinks, 1 took in 
paintings in the rich, summery tones 
of patios and shorelines, hung against 
walls of sunflower yellow. A photo of 
a baby perched on the hostess desk 
and family mementos were featured 
around the room. 

My friend read the wine menu and 
discussed our options with the bar- 
tender. While the house wines were 
mostly Italian and Chilean house 
wines, the reserve list included Veuve 
Cliquot and Moet & Chandon Dom 
Perignon. 

She surprised me by choosing Mar- 
tini & Rossi Asti sparkling wine ($15). 
“It helps me get silly,” she explained. 
There was a good possibility we'd get 
silly that night, so it was a good 
choice. As I sipped the sweet, ticklish 
bubbly, I did feel a bit silly. 

We drank more sparkling wine and 
read the specials before moving to 
our table. As we settled into our seats, 


=> | SUN-THUTO 10 PM. FRI- 
= (010 PM. FAL SATTO11 PM 
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I noticed one family celebrating a 
birthday and a young couple holding 
hands. I felt self-conscious about get- 
ting rowdy here, but my friend 
assured me that our girls’ night out 
was special, too. “This is our ‘me’ 
time,” she chided me, “so relax.” 

We received our menus and lin- 
gered over the descriptions of each 
dish. Salsiccia (Sausage) flambéed in 
cognac caught my eye, served with 
kidney beans, chick pea salad and 
roasted potatoes. “Vitello a la Nello” 
had a poetic ring. There were seven 
salads listed and each sounded espe- 
cially exotic, especially the broccoli 
salad with garlic, olive oi! and black 
pepper; the Bocconcini salad: and 
Nello’s signature salad of Saporito 
chicken with lettuce, tomato and red 
onion in a creamy garlic sauce. __ 

The menu also proclaimed Nello’s 
as St Albert's finest fresh pasta and 
espresso bar. Glancing at the list of 


arrabiatta, aglio and angel hair pas- 


tas, I had no doubt that they had 
eamed the distinction. 


WE SETTLED ON mussels in white 
wine with tomato sauce ($15.95) to 
Start, and I requested osso bucco with 
saporito chicken ($29.95) while my 
friend ordered the roasted quail 


($24.95). = 

When it arrived, the feast was 
exceptional; there were enough fresh 
mussels to.serve four! A spicy, jamba- 
laya-like sauce of onions, jalapeno 
peppers, diced tomatoes, cilantro and 
wine accompanied the mussels. We 
used our hands to pry open the shells 
and sopped up the remaining sauce 
with slices of crusty bread. 

By the time we were finished, my 
tongue was burning, tomato wine 
sauce was splattered everywhere, and 
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We were giggling like schoolgirls. | 
gulped more of the sparkling wine to 
cool my tongue and strategically posi- 
tioned my napkin over spots on the 
tablecloth. As she presented the 
entrées, our server assured us that 
everyone makes a mess 

We agreed to share our entrées, 
and I traded pieces of veal shank for 
sections of quail. The veal’s tomato 
and parmesan seasoning offered a 
light, vinegary taste that contrasted 
the heavier, gamey taste of quail 


LUNCH e 


Because | struggled to Separate the 
Meat from the quail’'s tiny bones, | 
Scooped up the accompanying 
Sautéed mushrooms and onions and 
left most of the quail on my plate 

My accompanying Misa sala 
fresh and light with its tomat 
and red onions mixed with 
and romaine. The Saporito 
however, was the star of the g 
Cool chunks of chicken coated ir 
creamy garlic sauce delivered an explo- 
sion of texture and taste. Even the 
we felt very nearly full before the’ 


wa 


celer 


We felt totally gorged but co 
Tesist reading the dessert descriptions 
Tartuffo (hazelnut ice cream 
cocoa) and the Italian Kiss (cho 
ice cream rolled in ground hazel 
and chocolate chips) tempted us, but 
we declared ourselves temporarily too 
full for dessert 

To convince us we had room for 
more, Our server called in Raoul, w 
offered us a new treat. “It’s not even 
on the menu yet,” he told us with a 
wink, and produced two snifters of 
chocolate-flavoured grappa. Like 
drinking fresh, ice-cold choco 
milk, the treat was delicious. With } 
hand gently placed on my shoulder 
Raoul stayed to chat and watc} eI 
us, making sure we took the t 
€njoy our drinks before settlin 
bill—$91.05 before tax and tip 

We left over two hours later 
ing promises to return soon fo 
and peach-flavoured grappa. w 
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Look for a paler shade of white beer 


&/GREAT HEAD 


=> | JASON FOSTER 
2 | preathead@vueweekly.com 


RICKARD'S WHITE 
SS MONTREAL 
5.25 FOR A PINT 


Everyone has seen the series of Rickard's 
Red ads—majestic choruses offer dra- 
matic prologues to a carefully poured 
pint. A finely crafted beer demands a 
most deserving customer. 

Pure hogwash, of course. 

In reality, Rickard’s Red is an insipid 
red lager with no more flavour than Mol- 
son Canadian. Rickard’s label attempts to 
fool the casual beer purchaser into 
believing that they are drinking a hand- 
crafted microbrew rather than a corporate 
concoction. Normally, this beer isn’t wor- 
thy of mention in Great Head. 

But Rickard’s has offered a twist: a 
summer beer called Rickard’s White Is 
now available at select pubs. The bar- 
keeps describe it as a light, fruity beer 
akin to Hoegaarden, the leading example 
of the Belgian witbier or “white beer” 
style. 

Witbier is hazy, light and fruity with a 
hint of delicate spice. A citrus and corian- 
der freshness lighten the palate. While 
the beer behind it provides a gentle, 
grainy sweetness, witbier is supposed to 
be a subtle beer that offers a tart-sweet 
combination to quench summertime 
thirst. 

This would definitely be a new direc- 
tion for Molson. Who am | to turn down a 
beer I've never sampled? | promptly 
ordered a pint. 

The first thing | notice as the bar- 
tender slides the glass toward me is the 
beer’s cloudy appearance. Rickard’s 
White is not so much white as a pale 
orange-gold. The bartender explains that 
this beer is served with a slice of 
orange. | quickly decline: no beer should 
need a fruit chaser. 

The beer has a dense white head 
with some rich mounds that dissipate 


quickly. Orange and other citrus scents 
dominate the aroma, while a clean, 
sweet freshness lingers behind. | detect 
no hops at all. 

Orange is also the predominant flavour 
up front. The fruity citrus flavour moves to 
the middle of the swallow, then mixes 
with a slight spiciness. The beer offers 
little malt presence and is rather thin 
under the citrus. While giving a creamy 
mouthfeel, the beer delivers a lingering 
sharpness that is a little sour at the end. 

Rickard’s White is somewhat refresh- 


ing, but the flavour is flaccid and one- 
dimensional. This beer is completely 
missing the coriander freshness and 
slight peppery spice. Furthermore, the 
brewers have overshot the orange char- 
acter—it takes over the beer rather than 
enhancing it. That lingering sour sharp- 
ness is also unsettling. 

This beer is a pale imitation of Hoe- 
gaarden. Consider this a public service 
announcement: Rickard’s White is a 
fraud. If you want to sample a white beer, 
order a Hoegaarden instead. w 


Are you having a big, fat Ukrainian wedding? Native? Chinese? 


Doing something different? 
A country western bash? 
A Vegan feast? 


| Do...Let’s Eat! is a hit series on 


Food Network Canada about the excitement and emotion 
of wedding banquets. 


We are scouting for weddings in western 
Canada. If you’re passionate about food, and 
want your wedding on TV, email us at: 
weddingbanquet@sympatico.ca 
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Tt’s alive! And that’s a good thing 


STARRE VARTAN / emagazine.com 

t’s fun to tell people about the bil- 
| lions of bacteria living it up in 

their yogurt cup. Without bacteria, © 
the world as we know it would grind 
to a halt (nothing could biodegrade, 
for example), but it’s still a bit unnerv- 
ing to think about countless microor- 
ganisms somersaulting in our 
intestines. 

The mania for disinfecting every- 
thing makes it hard for some to 
accept the microscopic critter$ in our 
guts, where they do some of their best 
work. But there’s no ignoring these 
beneficial bugs, and everyone from 
farm stands to strip mall retailers are 
advertising how many types of bacte- 
ria their yogurts contain for good rea- 
son. Recent scientific studies have 
shown that the bacteria in yogurt is 
key to its value as a health food. 

Of course, bacteria isn’t the only 
thing that-makes yogurt a great snack 
or breakfast choice. Yogurt made from 
cow’s milk is packed with calcium, 
protein and vitamin D. People who 
are allergic to milk products, or very 
lactose intolerant, can try a non-milk 
soy-based yogurt. Most, but not all of 
the lactose (natural milk sugar) in 
yogurt is digested by beneficial bacte- 
ria, so the majority of lactose-intoler- 
ant people can eat yogurt unless they 
are very sensitive. For a more exotic 
flavour or animal alternative to cow’s 
milk, there are also goat’s milk and 
sheep's milk yogurts. 


“Yiannis, 


10444 82 AVE 


433-6768 


2|BACTERIA 
“Yogurt contains probiotics, the 
good bacteria that keep the intestinal 
tract healthy,” says Cynthia Stadd, a 
New York City-based integrative nutri- 
tion and holistic health specialist. 
“They work by balancing the yeast 
levels in your gut, and they fight the 
bad bacteria, meaning less bloating 
and gas, and more regular digestion.” 
These good bacteria have also been 
proven to shorten the course of infec- 
tious diarrhea in children, lessen 
antibiotic-associated diarrhea, and 
may help “maintain remission of 
ulcerative colitis and prevent a 
relapse of Crohn's disease,” according 


-to the Harvard Women’s Health Watch 


newsletter. Some natural health prac- 
titioners also support the idea that 


good bacteria can increase general 


immunity, help treat acne and stom- 
ach ulcers and keep women’s vaginal 
and urinary tracts healthy, though 
studies are not yet conclusive. 


THE BENEFICIAL BACTERIA (at least 
two types, and sometimes four or 
more) are listed on the label. Better- 
quality yogurts generally contain 
more varieties of bacteria (and tend 
to cost more). 

“More bacteria is better,” Stadd 
explains, partially because different 
bacteria do different jobs. L reuteri 


bacteria specifically targets Ecoli and 
Salmonella bacterias by inhibiting 
their growth in the gut. A November 
2005 study in Environmental Health 
showed that adults who regularly 
ingested L reuteri reported a reduced 
number of respiratory and gastroin- 
testinal infections. 


The MOST 


Authentic, 
Best Tasting 


Greek Cuisine 
-InTown 


WWW.EATMORELAMB.COM 


The ingredient list on the yogurt 
container offers a wealth of informa- 
tion beyond its bacterial content. “A 
big issue with yogurts is that some are 
full of sugar,” says Stadd. “People 
think they’re eating something 
healthy but they're not. Get plain 
yogurt and add fresh fruit ora natural 


sweetener like agave or maple syrup.” 


Steer clear of “fruit” in fruit-on-the- 
bottom yogurts as well, which 
spokesperson for the American 
Dietetic Association Althea Zincowski 
explains is “just like eating jelly.” It 
contains fruit, but it does not count 
toward the recommended daily serv- 
ings of fiber. 

The average consumer eats more 
than 150 pounds of refined sugar a 
year, mostly through processed and 
snack foods. Moderation is the key. 

“Eating a sweetened yogurt is still 
a better choice*than a candy bar 
Your choices should depend on what 
else you've eaten that day,” says Zin- 
cowski. 

Brown Cow yogurt is an exception; 
the company’s Fruit and Whole Grain 
yogurts are sweetened with maple 
syrup or naturally milled sugar, and 
come with sunflower and flax seeds, 
quinoa, rolled oats and barley on the 
bottom. 


IN THE EARLY 1990S, ati fat was con- 
sidered a health hazard, but recent 
studies have indicated that certain 
types belong in a healthy diet. Stadd 
recommends eating full-fat organic 
yogurts—but eating less of them, 
since flavour lost when fat is removed 
is often made up for in added sugars. 
"The fat is there for a reason, just 
eat it in moderation. It’s always better 
to eat a whole food,” says Stadd. Zin- 
cowski disagrees, advising consumers 


VON 


Steak & Fish House 


Edmonton Lowes Us?! 


Best Steaks & Best Steakhouse 
Thanks for Your Votes! 


Come in and see why 
Edmontonians love our steak! 


10309-81 Avenue ph:439-0041 
www.vonssteakhouse.com 
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to “find the lowest fat that you will 


_ actually enjoy eating. If you're eating 
it plain, non-fat might not do it for 
you. If you’re making smoothies or 
Spares to the yogurt, non-fat is 
a 


choice.” 
Organic is an important considera- 
tion for people who enjoy fattier 
yogurts, since toxins are stored in the 
fat cells of mammals. To produce 
organic yogurt, cows are fed grass or 
organically grown grains, which can- 
not include animal byproducts. In 
addition, organic cows are not given 
prophylactic antibiotics and are 
bovine growth hormone (rBGH)-free. 
Organic cows must also have access 
to outdoor areas. 

Many small farmers (such as those 
who sell their wares at the local farm 
stand or specialty store) cannot afford 
the expensive certification process to 
enable them to sell their yogurt under 
the organic label, but they may be 
engaged in organic processes 
nonetheless. Most farmers are very 
open about what they do and do not 
do with their animals, so don’t be 
afraid to ask. 

Goat's milk yogurt is more easily 
digestible and has less cholesterol 
than cow's milk, and has a milder 
flavour than sheep’s milk yogurt or 
goat cheese. Sheep's milk yogurt has 
a relatively strong flavour, but con- 
tains twice as much protein, 50 per- 
cent more calcium and half the 
amount of carbohydrates of cow’s 
milk yogurt. But it's not an easy prod- 
uct to find. Farmer’s markets are the 
best places to look, though some 
online retailers ship to homes. 


Soy yogurts, like other Soy prod- 
ucts, have been gaining in popularity, 
and most of the Major brands, such as 
Silk and Whole Soy, have added the 
same kinds of bacteria to their yogurts 
as their animal-milk counterparts. 
Amy Lanou, assistant professor of 
nutrition at the University of North 
Carolina at Asheville, recommends 
soy yogurts. 

“There is no difference in the quali- 
ty of soy protein as compared to 
dairy,” says Lanou. “Soy is every bit as 
good for promoting muscle growth, 
and soy yogurts are fortified so their 
nutritional profile is as good as ani- 
mal-milk varieties.” 

Some doctors advise patients with 
breast cancer and other hormone- 
sensitive conditions to limit their soy 
intake (soy contains phytoestrogens, 
which can act like estrogen in the 
body), but others can aim for a bal- 
anced diet that includes soy yogurt. 

“You don’t want to eat too many 
servings of any one type of food,” 
Lanou cautions. “You should concen- 
trate on eating a variety of foods.” v 
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DOWNTOWN 
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MARCO CLAVERIA 


Wednesday May 30th 6:00pm 
Flower Power 


idible F ith Lavender Vanilla Vinaigrette ¢ Seafood in Saffron Broth 
Pdible Flower Salad with Lavender Vanilla Vinaigrette © Seaton he 
i /ucchini Flower stuffed with Sticky Rice ¢ Sunflower Seed Cruste d Lamb 
tosewater Raspherry Granita with Watermelon 
S70/person 
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GRANT SQUIRES / grast@vueweekly.com 

was, walking through Edmonton's 

historic Grandin district, looking 

east over the small bridge where 
99 Avenue meets 110 Street; it 
smelled like rain on concrete and the 
sky was a wash of many shades of 
grey. 
A neon sign leaning slightly to the 
right stood out in contrast to the 
gloomy afternoon. The patio was 
empty, but patio furniture stood ready 
cloSe-by, should the wet weather 
briefly break. Inside the front door, 
the radio played soft rock barely audi- 
ble over the sounds of steaming milk 
and the humming dessert cooler, in 
which I quickly noted some fantastic- 
looking sweets. 

Entry into Zuppa Café smelled of 
breads, cut vegetables and ground 
coffee while soft yellow walls, 
adomed with colourful art and hang- 
ings, pulled me from the gloom out- 
side and delivered me into a calmer 
state. Friendly staff chatted with regu- 
lars and went about their tasks with 
smiles, which only added to the pleas- 
ant atmosphere. 

I dropped my bag on one of the 
stools at a thin table running the 
length of the front window, then 
joined a short line at the front count- 
er. Zuppa staff was very helpful in 
recommending selections and dis- 
cussing their fare with me. While 
deciding on a vegetable panini ($5.75) 
and a soup of the day ($2 with any 


ol 
ZUPPA CAFE 

9843 - 110 STREET 

482.1741 


meal), | learned about their breads, 
soups and desserts, which were all 
made fresh daily. 1 asked for a rasp- 
berry Steaz ($2.25) from their variety 
of health-wise pops and juices, and 
took it with me to sit at the window. 
Though I had missed the busier 
lunchtime rush, the café was still pop- 
ulated by several locals dressed in 
windbreakers and light sweaters; a 
table of men in business attire relaxed 
over newspapers and cups of the 
café’s free-trade organic coffee. Many 
visit the café on their much-deserved 
lunch breaks from working at the Leg- 
islature, located just a couple of 
blocks to the southeast. An elderly 
gentleman adjusted his glasses over a 
crossword while waiting for friends. 


AFTER A COUPLE of minutes, the veg- 
etable ham soup arrived with a smile 
and was laid on the red bar-style table 
I occupied. I pushed my papers aside 
and let the soup cool while surveying 
the sights inside the café. Four wood- 
en tables lined one wall and a few 
others were scattered through the 
middle of the cosy coffee house. A 
series of small tin buckets hung from 
the wall above the coffee prep area, 
where they cleverly served as holders 
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GRILL 


moxies.com 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 


for condiments and utensils; a selec- 
tion of newspapers was available to 
theside. 

Outside the rain was coming down 
harder and the delicious scents from 
the soup were beginning to be too 
much. It’s a fine thing to chill out with 
a warm bow! of soup and just watch 
the rain fall; in Edmonton, spring 
comes on so quickly that you can 
almost watch the grass and trees 
become green. 

The colourful soup was rich and 
flavourful. 1 enjoyed its thicker consis- 
tency and plenty of tasty chunks of 
tomato, carrot and tender ham. Its 
quality set it apart from many that 
you'd find in cafés where they do not 


WHERE MOOD MEETS MARTINI. 


Whatever you’re in the mood for. 


Calgary Trail ¢ St. Albert Trail 
West Edmonton Mall ¢ Kingsway * 170th Street 


put the effort into making their soups 
from scratch. 

Outdoors, a puppy with spots of 
black, white and brown captured my 
attention as my substantially-sized 
sandwich came out. The dog was tan- 
gled in a red leash and was freed by 
its owner who exited Zuppa with his 
lunch, followed by a waitress who 
wished to meet the rambunctious lit- 
tle one. 

On my plate, lightly grilled pieces of 
focaccia bread were pressed together 
around delectable red peppers, grilled 
zucchini and plenty of melted moz- 
zarella cheese in addition to a thin 
layer of tangy vegetable spread. The 
bread was light, tasted of herbs, and 


beautifully supported the cheese and 
fresh veggies. 

I washed each bite down with my 
carbonated raspberry Steaz, which 
complemented Zuppa’s health-con- 
scious menu items and offered some- 
thing different from so many of the 
same brands repeated from store to 
store. Finishing up the meal and nurs- 
ing my drink, I savoured the relaxed 
vibe of the place, taking in the sereni- 
ty of the inside atmosphere before 
wandering back into what was soon 
to become a windy rainstorm outside. 

The helpful staff at Zuppa was con- 
versational and kind, praising repeat- 
edly their much-appreciated regular 
customers. Their menu contained 
many daily specials for pastas, soup 
and sandwiches; fresh salads on a 
plate or wrapped in fresh pita bread; 
or omelettes and other breakfast 
selections for the early risers. Nothing 
on the menu is over 10 dollars, mak- 
ing Zuppa a very reasonably-priced 
stop for delicious fare with a great 
atmosphere. 

Conveniently located in a hand- 
some, quiet neighbourhood, Zuppa is 
a stone’s throw from the entrance to 
the Grandin LRT station, and the café 
has kept the feel of a family-run 
enterprise. With thoughtful product 

choices like free-trade coffee and 
homemade soups, breads and sweets, 
1 know they'll continue to provide a 
cosy and familiar spot for anyone to 
come in out of the rain. ¥ 
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Die-Hards 
awarded 
awards 


DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
os dinyiaundry Qveweek!y.com 
S 


Organist Jean Hammond loves the 
loose sex but her lover, team owner Ty. 
is still in love with his wife. Mean- 
while, trophy wife Cheryl Oogachaka 
wowed in a tight black jumpsuit and 
Ray-Bans; she’s renovating the house in 
linoleum. Bartender Laurel Canyon 
feels “Fantastic!” .. see, she's going to 
try and make it work with commentator 
Skeets. And team Captain Derrick Capi- 
lano dazzled in a pink shirt and a thick 
gold choker; for good luck, he’s not 
going to shower during the playoffs. 

Skeets wanted to take Cheryl with 
him to Houston while he worked as a 
commentator there. But when he found 
out she was spooning with Doris Doo- 
bie-Excellente, the team’s resident 
astro-clairvoyant. Skeets took it badly; 
hurt, dejected, he angrily delivered his 
proposal anyway and Cheryl's reaction 
was cold. 

Meanwhile, team doctor Bueno 
Excellente was hanging out with two of 
his ex-girlfriends, Jean and bartendress 
Laurel Canyon, and he found it no prob- 
lem to arrange a threesome; Laurel was 
already raving about the “Love Juice” 
he prescribed for her earlier. 

Burl Minsky, father of the team’s 
young superstar Dwayne Minsky, was in 
Montréal trying to find his son to bring 
him home. With Burl was Stephanie 
Spellcheck—Dwayne's biggest under- 
age fan and, if he wishes, future wife, 
The two of them wandered into a French 
biker bar and Stephanie was abducted, 
but she turned up later, with Burl and 
the entire biker gang, in the drunk tank. 
This week, the annual NHL awards 
were awarded. The Die-Hards’ goalie 
won Goalie of the Year, but he was too 
busy playing golf to accept so Cheryl 
went for him. Sadly, while Laurel Canyon 
was Booster of the Year, 
to hit her with a micro- 
her nose. Later, with 


vinded apology. 
wound down Captain 
no sat with his friends and real- 
uddenly, that he should be wor- 
ut his missing wife. Ty found 
solitude, and sang a Cohen-style 

song about how good’a year it has 
been, and Burl and Stephanie managed 
to tunnel out of the drunk tank. 

Next week may or may not see the 
return of The Good One, Dwayne Min- 
sky. v 
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Fortier cultivates his Garden of Objects 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 


en Paul-André Fortier 
was in Japan recently— 
creating his latest collabo- 


rative work Solo I x 60, A Garden 
of Objects—his set designer Takao 
Minami surprised him with a new 
set piece. 

“He found it one afternoon when 
he went to the ocean,” Fortier 
explains. “He was swimming, and 
found this thing—a huge piece of 
Styrofoam shaped like a big egg. 

“And one day he came into the 
theatre and he says, ‘I think we’ll 
place this in the landscape and see if 
it belongs to what we're doing.’ And 
it did, so we kept it,” Fortier contin- 
ues, explaining further about his set, 
which is a series of strange objects 
that, together on stage, invoke the 
mood of a Japanese garden. 

“] x 60 was created for the envi- 
ronment,” Fortier says, describing 
how the objects inspired and influ- 
enced his choreography. “I’m danc- 
ing in that garden, beside the 
objects and sometimes partnering 
with them. There's a cardboard box, 
very plain, but I'm doing a beautiful 
duet with it.” 

There's also a big television, pre- 
senting a succession of abstract ani- 
mations created by Minami, while a 
camera above the stage, which fol- 
lows Fortier’s journey through the 
space, dictates the sequence in 
which they will be shown. 


THU MAY 10 & FAIL MAY 11 (8PM) 


= | SOLO 1X 60: 
= | A GARDEN OF OBJECTS 
BY FORTIER DANSE-CREATION 
ae THEATRE (10045 - 156 STREET), 


“It’s also projected onto Mylar 
loops, which reflect on the site. This 


= 
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creates a wonderful visual effect that 
is very Japanese,” Fortier explains. 
“It's so ephemeral, like aurora bore- 
alis dancing between the loops. It’s 
extremely beautiful! 

“The piece is extremely poetic. It’s 
really a mixture of two different cul- 
tures,” he adds, describing the col- 
laboration between himself, his 


Canadian crew and visual artist 
Minami, who had never before 
designed a set for the stage. 


FORTIER AGREES THAT the work can 


be described as “site specific,” 
because the movement is inspired by 
the space in which it takes place, 
much like his work Solo 30 x 30, 
which he was performing in Japan 
when he was invited to create his 
new work at the Yamaguchi Centre. 

30 x 30 is a 30-minute work, for 
instance, created for an outdoor 
city space. It was performed for 30 
successive days in five different 
cities, including a bridge in Ottawa 
during last year’s Canada Dance 
Festival—where, as he danced to 
the sounds of the city, Fortier man- 
aged to create a sense of silence all 
around him. 

“It made people think about the 
lack of beauty and communication, 
and the blindness we develop in the 
city,” Fortier says, describing the 
sense of urban tension that pervades 
both works. 

1 x 60, a 60-minute work for an 
indoor space is a philosophical 
response to how the city affects us, 
he explains. 

“I have the feeling in this piece 
that I'm always dancing on a 
tightrope. It’s a fragile performance. 
People on tightropes are so beautiful 
but precarious because they're 
always in danger.” W 


Keep your characters from mouthing off 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
here's little more to teaching 
an artist, it’s been said, than 
opening the door and show- 
ing them the tightrope. That proba- 
bly holds more truth than any 
number of people who make a living 
teaching art want to admit, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean it’s not a 
good idea to practice your balance 
before rushing through the door, 
which is where Marty Chan and the 
Alberta Playwrights Network are 
hopefully going to come in with their 
new discussion series focused on all 
things playwriting. 
The first one, entitled Mouth Off: 
A Dramatic Monologue Writing 
Forum will, surprisingly, aim to 
make everyone’s dramatic mono- 
logues a little more “to be or not to 
be” and a little less extended, lan- 
guishing, no-end-in-sight character 
exposition. As Chan, the APN’s cur- 
rent playwright-in-residence, 
explains, the idea of the sessions is to 
focus on specific aspects of playwrit- 


YY MAY 10 - MAY 16, 2007 


Wed, MAY 16 (30 PM) 

MOUTH OFF: 

A DRAMATIC MONOLGUE 
WRITING FORUM 

PANEL WITH COM MASSING, 

ALLAN BOSS MARTY HAN 

READINGS BY BET GRAHAM, 


JARED MATSANUGA-TURNBULL 
THIRD SPACE (11516- 103 STREET), FREE 


PREVUE 


ing, sifting through the nuances and 
intricacies of each, as opposed to the 
more generic, catch-all sessions that 
playwriting tutorials can tend to be. 

“Playwriting workshops tend to 
cover the entire basics, sort of from 
soup to nuts,” Chan says. “You never 
really see something very specific 
explored in these workshops, which 
is what we’re hoping to do here. 
Obviously every different element of 
writing a play has many different 
facets to it, so we're hoping to shed 
some light on those by exploring 
them more deeply than you normally 
get in the basic workshops.” 
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To that end, Chan has recruited 
fellow playwright Conni Massing and 
CBC Alberta Anthology producer 
Allan Boss—who just happens to be 
running a competition for dramatic 
monologues—as well as actors Beth 
Graham and Jared Matsanuga-Turn- 
bull, who will be performing a small 
selection of monologues, to help 
aspiring and experienced writers 
alike get a bead on what a mono- 
logue should be. 


THOUGH CHAN'S A MAN who has no 


small experience writing dramatic 
monologues—from his Sterling-nom- 
inated and winning plays, most 
notably Mom, Dad, I’m Living With a 
White Girl, to his work with both the 
CBC and the Edmonton Journal as a 
humorous essayist—Chan neverthe- 
less admits that they can be one of 
the toughest rows to hoe when it 
comes to writing a play. They tend to 
be something that everyone writes, 
but few people write well, and he 
hopes that Mouth Off can serve as a 


guide to getting past the common 
pitfalls, making them something 
that’s as enjoyable to experience as it 
is to write. 

“The most basic description of a 
dramatic monologue is that it’s a 
bunch of words spoken by one char- 
acter, which is what it can end up as, 
if you're not careful,” says Chan with 
a laugh. “I think the most common 
trap when writing a monologue is 
just having it be a character sketch, 
without any real drive or purpose to 
the story. Obviously it has to be pro- 
viding some kind of insight into the 
character, but it still has to have 
some drive, be going somewhere. 

“They're one of the hardest things 
to write, I find,” Chan adds, “because 
not only do you want to say some- 
thing interesting and important, to 
make it a really good piece of writ- 
ing, but you have to find a way to fit 
it in with the play, to really give it a 
strong purpose within the play, 
which together can be quite chal- 
lenging.” v 
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. little over a year since Susan 

fA Hagan launched Edmonton's 

& Story Siam, she couldn’t be 
more pleased with the results. 

“For something we made up based 
on what a few other cities do, it's 
amazing how much it’s come to mean 
to all of us who are involved,” Hagan 
says, brimming with an audible 
delight over the phone. “The calibre of 
stories is just phenomenal, and it just 
pushes everyone to get even better— 
they compete as much with them- 
selves as with the other people, I 
think, trying to do better each time. 
And the community that’s come 
together around it, too, is just won- 
derful: it’s been just over a year—Feb- 
ruary of 2006 it started—and we've 
seen friendships and romances 
bloom, which is one of the things 1 
was really hoping for when was put- 
ting this together.” ’ 

The monthly affair—hosted at the 
Blue Chair Café on the third Wednes- 
day of every month, to be precise—is 
celebrating its success over the past 
year-and-a-bit with its first annual 
Slam-Off, Story Slam’s version of Top 
Gun. Basically, that means 10 of the 
monthly winners, and one, ahem, 
lucky draw winner will gather on the 
Stage to compete for the chance to be 
the best of the best, in the usual for- 
mat: a five-minute slot with which to 
tell your story, followed by a judging 
at the hands of five randomly-picked 
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audience members. 

Even though the event will feature 
10 people who have become regulars 
at Story Slam, Hagan admits that, 
aside from top-quality, she still does- 
n't know what to expect. If they’re 
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anything like the tales that won them 
a spot in the Slam Off, though, odds 
are they'll be funny, poignant and, 
above all, well-told. 

“My standard description of a Story 
Slam contestant is that it’s mix 
between being a writer and a per- 
former, and | don’t really think you 
can sacrifice one or the other,” says 
Hagan. “I don’t think we've had any 
professional actors or anything like 
that, but I know we've had a few peo- 
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ple who consider themselves profes- 
sional writers show up and get hum- 
bled by the quality of people around 
them, both in terms of the perform- 


ances and the actual stories that are 
being told.” 


OF COURSE, MORE important than who 


wins, according to Hagan, is fostering 
the Story Slam atmosphere, which she 
describes as one that manages to be 
both competitive and nurturing 
Though she hopes to have some spe- 
cial prizes for each contestant—the 
standard top prize of money donated 
by spectators will still be on hand— 
ultimately what she really hopes is 
that the Slam Off encourages more 
people to come check out the event 
and even, if they're feeling up to it, try 
their own hand at rapid-fire story- 
telling 

“I think the best thing about it is 
that people really feel like they can 
come up stage and let it all out, that 
they don’t have to hide, that they're 
not going to be judged,” she says 
before pausing, and letting out a 
laugh. “Well, of course, their work is 
going to be judged, but they can still 
Say anything they want. | think a lot of 
the storytellers have found out up 
there that, unique as we are, we're all 
the same, too, and it’s been a pleasant 
Surprise for all of us to find out that 
we're not freaks, that there are a 
bunch of people out there who can 
Telate to us." v 
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1. Feist- The Reminder (arts & crafts) 

2. Mavis Staples — We'll Never Tum Back (anti) 

3. Arcade Fire — Neon Bible (merge) 

4. Grinderman - Grinderman (anti) 

5. John Prine & Mac Wiseman - Standard Songs For Average People (oh boy) 
6. Dinosaur Jr - Beyond (fat possum) 

7. Ry Cooder-My Name Is Buddy (nonesuch) 

8. Kings Of Leon - Because Of The Times (rca) 

9. Modest Mouse - We Were Dead Before The Ship Even Sank (epic) 
10. VNV Nation - Judgement (metropolis) 

11.Bionde Redhead — 23 (4ad) 

12.Various — A Tribute To Joni Mitchell (nonesuch) 

13. Lucinda Williams — West (lost highway) 

14.Ned Young — Live At Massey Hall 1971 (reprise) 

15.Bill Callahan - Woke On A Whale Heart (drag city) 

16.!!! - Myth Takes (warp) 

17. Peter Bjom And John - Writers Block (almost gold) 

18. Arctic Monkeys — Favourite Worst Nightmare (domino) 

19. The Shins —Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 

20.John Wort Hannam - Two Bit Suit (black hen) 

21.Rick Holmstrom - Late In The Night (m.c. records) 

22. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 

23. Elliott Smith - New Moon (kill rock stars) 

24. Harry Manx & Kevin Breit — In Good We Trust (stony plain) 

25.Bill Bourne - Boon Tang (cordova bay) 

26. Amy Winehouse - Back To Black (universal) 

27.LCD Soundsystem — Sound Of Silver (dfa) 

28.Of Montreal—Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyviny/) 
29. You Say Party We Say Die - Lose All Time (paperbag) 

30. The Good The Bad & The Queen - The Good, The Bad & The Queen 
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Diamond Dog dazzles in. 
delightful thuggery 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

elinda Cornish really shouldn't 
Be= compared Diamond 

Dog to Guy Ritchie movies. 
Not that, in many ways, the compari- 
son isn’t apt: Cornish’s play certainly 
breathes the same air as Ritchie's 
gangster pieces, where the thugs are 
crudely loquacious, the violence is 
eloquently blunt, the humour is 
refreshingly dry and an aura of 
unmistakable cool hangs over the 
whole affair. 

Nevertheless, though, there’s 
something intrinsically cinematic 
about Ritchie's—and more or less 
anyone else who practices the same 
breakneck aesthetic, from Tarantino 
to Edgar Wright—style, something 
that even the ample energy director 
Ken Brown and his cast of nine bring 
has trouble duplicating without the 
benefit of rapid-fire edits and zoom- 
ing shots. 

It’s sadly inevitable that a stage 
version of a Ritchie movie will disap- 
point in comparison, but to thorough- 
ly enjoy Cornish’s play, all you really 
have to do is drop the comparison: 
taken on its own, Diamond Dog is a 
frequently funny, crackling good time 
in the theatre. 

It opens with four small-time north 
London hoods—genuine bloke Ronnie 
(Jon Paterson), mind-numbed Pug 
(Garett Ross), pissy hot-head Jonesy 
(Mark Meer) and fresh-mouthed Laura 
(Alison Boyce)—finding the titular dog 
when they should be finding the 100- 
thousand pounds they need to pay off 
their boss Terry (Brown). 

Through a series of threads that are 
teased out then tied back up, they 
come across Terry's trophy wife, Mare 
(Cornish), double-windsored psy- 
chopath Vinnie (Jeff Halaby), marble- 
mouthed pet-napper Spig (James 
Hamilton) and rival debonair crime 
boss Alberta (Linda Grass) on their 
way to explaining how they got into 
the mess in the first place, and getting 
themselves out of it. 


CORNISH HAS HERSELF a script that 
captures all the fun of being a two-bit 
thug, and the cast knows it. Brown 
was born to play the, pardon the 
expression, ‘orrible cunt he draws 
here, 200 pounds of pissed-off vio- 
lence with a vicious sarcasm to boot, 
and he might not even be the best. 
Hamilton, who's yet to meet a role 
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he didn’t throttle, is perfect as the type 
of idiot who's so greasy he thinks he's 
slick, but my favourite was probably 
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Ross, who brings, perhaps appropri- 
ately, a kind of puppy-dog affability to 
his idiot savant, making out the odd 
shape in the headlights he’s so obvi- 
ously standing in the path of. 

The only real complaint—beyond 
the comparison thing—is probably 
that, with all that’s going on, there are 
some characters we could stand to 
see more of. The dynamic between 
Meer and Boyce—a thoroughly chal- 
lenged lunkhead versus a pistol-smart 
redhead who almost inconceivably 
loves him—is only touched on in one 
funny but almost tossed-off scene 
outside a bar, which is a shame, 
because there was some excellent grit 
between the two actors that’s left 
largely behind the curtain. When 
you're complaining about not seeing 
more, though, you're not really com- 
plaining about anything at all, a fairly 
nice way to sum up the overall effect 
of Diamond Dog. 

So long as you don’t read the pre- 
views, the play leaves you feeling like 
the way the best gangster movies 
should: wanting to be one of the 
smooth-talking thugs you just saw. ¥ 
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(0 BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
oor a titular character, Oliver 
Twist sure doesn’t have much to 
do. Having never read Dickens's 
priginal, | can’t say if that’s just the 
ay the story goes, but watching the 
citadel’s production of Oliver!, it was 
ard not to notice that the ostensible 
jain character (played ably if meekly 
y Mark McClintock) was almost as 
uperfluous to the story as any of the 
jher urchins running around Fagin’s 
thieves’ den. 
His major conflicts and choices 
ssentially begin and end with 
Please, Sir, | want some more,” as 
om that moment on he's little more 
glue, lightly applied at that, for 
immorally catchy songs by most 
f the adults. 
That, as well as the fact the second 
half of the musical feels like a mad- 
ash attempt to fit three-quarters of a 
ovel’s worth of detail into three- 
juarters of an hour of theatre, creates 
overall impression that Oliver! is 
more than 16 catchy songs in 
earch of an appropriate vehicle, and 
Nal Oliver Twist was evidently pliable 
enough for Lionel Bart to shape it to 
his golden-eared whim. 
Bart may have just written some of 
he most purely hummable music in 
history of musical theatre, though, 
© good it transcends not only a fairly 
bare-bones structure, but also the 
credibly annoying ‘60s musical 
abits of it being incredibly obvious 
When they're about to burst into song 
“We're repeating / the line we 
iphasized / except this time / more 
ythmically!) and destroying any 
eal sense of darker emotion (it’s hard 
0 be scated/sad/whatever when the 
‘Mtirety of the onstage company starts 
‘ionizing seven seconds later). 


HE CHTADEL'S PRODUCTION benefits 
Featly from the fact that Bob Baker 
'S nothing if not a consummate 


onsider yourself a 
small part of a catchy 
usical, Oliver! 
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showman, and he shines up almost 
every one of these already sparkling 
numbers until it gleams like a show- 
stopper. 

Larry Yachimec as Fagin, who I've 
yet to see in a performance | wasn’t 
enthralled with, and Pamela Gordon 
as Nancy, who was similarly excellent 
in West Side Story, battle it out for best 
performance, with an exasperated but 
wily rendition of “Reviewing the Situ- 
ation” and profoundly wrenching, vir- 
tuosic “As Long As He Needs Me," 
respectively, but they are only the 
brightest in a production full of lights. 

The glorious and slightly campy 
opener, “Food Glorious Food” sets 
things off on the right note, and John 
Ulyatt’s snarling fighter’s take on “My 
Name” leaves even the smell of his 
thoroughly depraved Bill Sykes cover- 
ing the stage. 

None of that necessarily makes up 
for the fact the play is basically a void 
in terms of emotional or psychologi- 
cal attachment, but I strongly suspect 
that’s precisely none of the care of a 
musical like this anyway. 

As a showpiece, it works well 
enough to have you humming songs 
with no provocation almost a week 
later, occasionally ear-worming its 
way to the accompanying mental 
images of Yachimec’s prancing 
around picking a pocket or two or the 
entire cast imploring you to consider 
yourself one of the family, and what 
more do you really want out of a 
musical that ends in an exclamation 
point? v 
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Sex On Chesil Beach isn’t 
the only novella idea 


= |HOFSCOTCH 


JOSEF BRAUN 
£O | hopscotch@vueweekly.com 


“This was still the era [ ... 
young was a social encumbrance, a mark 
of irrelevance, a faintly embarrassing 
condition for which marriage was the 
beginning of a cure.” 

The lovers inhabiting lan McEwan’'s 
On Chesil Beach (Knopf, $27) are, strict- 
ly speaking, not yet lovers. In the vivid, 
tingly first chapter, Edward and Florence 
are still virgins, though the momentous 
extinguishing of this status looms. It’s 
their wedding night; they've retired to 
their rooms in a Georgian inn along the 
Dorset coast; as teenage waiters serve a 
hearty meal they've no interest in eating, 
the four-pester bed stands sentry-like, 
four symbolic erections brimming with 
portent and promise, engines of some 
considerable anxiety for them both. 

The year is 1962. By the decade's end 
sexual mores will have been turned 
inside out, but for the moment, the 
restraint exhibited by Edward and Flo- 
refice, in their early 20s both, is typical of 
ambitious youngsters eager to don the 
clothes of legitimate society. 

Less typical perhaps is the fact that 
Florence, in stark contrast to her painfully 


horny new husband, secretly and. 


absolutely dreads her now-inevitable 
submission to the sex act. Thus the ten- 
sion that mounts through On Chesil 
Beach largely concerns the great delicacy 
of the couple's negotiations regarding 
consummation. Will Florence come to 
realize the beauty of fornication? Will 
Edward “arrive too soon”? Will they 
have sex at all? 

If this premise sounds slight, coming 
from the acclaimed author of Enduring 
Love, Atonement and Saturday, it should 
be said that the stakes are gradually com- 
plicated, as McEwan digresses from the 
night's progression to sift through select 
scenes from Edward and Florence's short 
pasts. On Chesil Beach will assume a sur- 
prising weight toward its end, when McE- 
wan, like a sudden gale, sweeps past this 
tender wedding night to sum up entire 
lives in a handful of pages. 

Nevertheless, | find it kind of fascinat- 
ing how deftly McEwan engages the 
reader with a set-up focused upon some- 
thing as fleeting as virginity’s end. Far 
more intricate, developed and eventful 
than a short story, though not quite broad 
and dramatic enough to fill a novel, On 


] when to be 


Chesil Beach, in its 167 pages, strikes me 
as a perfect marriage of content and 
form—a perfect novella. 5 


McEWAN READ THE first chapter of On 
Chesil Beach at Toronto's Harbourfront 
Centre last week. He read with confi- 
dence and clarity, giving nothing away, 
inciting numerous laughs in his descrip- 
tions of fumbling romance, masturbatory 


IAN MCEWAN 


On Chesil Beach 


habits and humbler moments in the histo- 
ry of British cuisine. 

Afterwards he was asked what 
inspired this new work, the question 
loaded with anticipation for the author's 
confession of some long-burning media- 
tion on the book's themes. | was tickled 
when McEwan, after adjusting his wiry 
frame in his scoop seat, calmly answered 
by stating that he knew he wanted to 
write something with only a certain num- 
ber of parts consisting of a certain num- 
ber of pages each. And that was it. 

There are those who consider an 
artist's interest in form reason for despair, 
the death knell of real artistic drive. What 


about grand emotions, grand ideas, grand 
experiences waiting to be transformed 
McEwan clearly possesses more than hi 
share of all of these essences, but | lik: 
the fact that, at least in this case, he 
views form as the mother of artisti: 
invention. 


FLORENCE IS A talented violinist. Ratt 
than trudge through the ranks of orches 
tras, she decides to form her own quartet 
thus devoting her life to chamber music 
Complementing Florence's vocation, th 
novella is the literary equivalent of the 
chamber piece, guided by restrictions or 
structure, imagery, voice and theme. |t 
form McEwan has proven himself mo 
worthy of. 

The Comfort of Strangers (1981) w 
the first of McEwan’s novellas | encoun 
tered, one that works beautifully, rife 
with quiet, sinister scenes of wordle 
tension, striking images, audacious, «i 
quieting monologues. The scope of this 
tale is limited and rendered seductive!) 
lean, hurdling from the realistic to th: 
Gothic, and possessing an appealingly 
stereotypical depiction of repressed Ita! 
ian machismo that couldn't possible hav' 
held up in a longer book. 

Black Dogs (1992) revolves around é 
handful of compelling characters a’ 
enigmatic incidents rich with detail bu 
well served as sparely drawn scenes 
that culminate in less than 150 pages 
The depth of the impression it leaves 
feels tied inextricably to the compaction 
of its form. 

On Chesil Beach finds McEwan oncé 
again utilizing the novella as a way to 9° 
at singular truths, singular impressions 
For all their naiveté, he’s utterly empé 
thetic to his antsy young couple, respec! 
ful of the strange ritual they've found 
themselves caught in, one so dictated by 
their placement on the cusp of sexual re’ 
olution. And the brevity of the time lie 
spends with them only sharpens the emo 
tional residue left behind. w 
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ent is pushing 
ds extremes at either 
inly not just the Western 
who are profiting 
n “ambient” money, 
eras economics also 
‘t work any better for a modern 
snicipal community of artists than it 
id for the American middle class in 


e Reagan years. 
it's doubtful that every one of the 
artists in Make It Not Suck, a 
ange and charming little urban 
now that will run all too briefly with- 
the wood-swaddled tunnel that 
orders the construction site for the 
on-to-be Sobey’s on Jasper Avenue 
etween 104 and 105 Streets, feels 
ompletely and constantly embattled 
embittered by the growth around 
hem. Most of these people—techni- 
ly anonymous but easily deducible 
ollaborators in a guerrilla exhibition 
hat sprang up on the morning of 
uunday, May 6—are E-ville scene stal- 
in their 20s and 30s who flirt 
ith commercialism yet still come 
ome faithfully and lovingly to DIY. 
Whether they signed on simply to 
e part of a bratty wink of a project or 
is active statement-making, it’s hard 
escape the conclusion of provoca- 
ion when a show with the 
ding/commanding title of Make It 
ot Suck is installed semi-surrepti- 


If you want to learn about studio 
recording, concert sound, movie sound, 
tadio or record production... _ 


we can help make it happen! 


cit) OUND 
CHINA SENSATION: 

c= | NEW ART FROM CHENGD 
WT ANA Su CE 
OA CHENG, OLA, ON HAN 
MINING HUAN, JING JANG, PENG IA, MAG 
UL XUEMING LIA, HL XNTAD LU, 
SHELUD, YU LO, QUANGPING QL ENG TA, 
CHENGOIAN WU YONGKANG 
CHUNSHENG YANG, HARE YAN, 
GUDCIANG ZHANG 
ART GALERY OF ALBERTA 
(10-1020 JASPER AVENUE 


UNTIL YT GETS TORN DOWN 


MAKE IT NOT SUCK 
VARIOUS SEM ANONYMOUS ARTISTS 
ORTH SIDE OF JASPER AVENUE 
BETWEEN 104 & 105 STREETS 


REVUE 


tiously in the wasteland of crane- 
addled downtown renewal, only a 
block over from the city’s leading pub- 
lic arts institution. 


THE AGA IS IN transition, too, with its 


current space serving as an interest- 
ing container for the gallery while 
awaiting its finality of purpose as an 
educational facility. The AGA proper 
will move on, into a new building. In 
a matter of months, the gallery's old 
site on Winston Churchill Square will 
be a muddy, crane-addled construc- 
tion pit just like the one Make It Not 
Suck circles precariously like a candy 
necklace, being picked off piece by 
piece. (One can only hope that those 
wooden tunnels will also be defiantly 
appropriated by a merry band of 
emerging artists.) 

A stone’s throw away from Make It 
Not Suck, the walls of the AGA are 
covered with the work of young artists 
—paintings, photographs and sculp- 
tures rendered skillfully with imagina- 
tion, wit and energy. However, these 
artists are not so much the peers of 
the Make It Not Suck gang as their 
counterparts. China Sensation: New 
Art From Chengdu features 22 artists 
from the capital city of Sichuan, in yes, 


Starowl ating Rak, Tl nay, ator Grin, Veda, iL, 
Party, Shoreline Records, 604 Records, Long Way Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoeba / 


PH:453-3284 FAX:447-5380 


10534-115 ST. EDMONTON, AB 


the People’s Republic of China, many 
of them in the same age range as the 
Edmonton crew, and some even with 
a sympathetic aesthetic. 

For the most part, the artists repre- 
sented in Make It Not Suck are unlike- 
ly to be included in the AGA anytime 
soon. They are too young or too 
untrained or too undisciplined or too 
multidisciplinary or too intellectually 
unruly or simply too disinterested to 
compete with established names a 
generation or more ahead of them. 
Solo shows for locals at the AGA are 
rare; positional jockeying for the nar- 
row niches that arise can seem both 
pitiless and pathetic to younger tal- 
ents disinclined towards the “indus- 
try” approach to artmaking. 

Both shows are worth seeing (the 
street art is documented at makeitnot- 
suck.blogspot.com), and have inter- 
esting commonalities and differences. 


EPHEMERAL VERSUS TANGIBLE. ivake 1c 
Not Suck has maybe days before it dis- 
integrates through urban decay. China 
Sensation hangs in a pristine protected 


environment, with a lush tabletop- 
book-type catalogue as its afterlife. 

DIY versus formal channels. China 
Sensation owes its existence to diplo- 
matic, cultural and economic bridge- 
building by the AGA and the Brave 
New World-ishly named Chengdu Pro- 
found Culture Promoting Co, Ltd. 
Extensive studio visits were done, 
judicious curatorial choices made, 
and the pieces expertly installed 
Make It Not Suck was its own only 
rule, and consisted of a loose knot of 
art pals mounting work quickly on a 
sleepy Sunday morning. 

“Art in public” versus “public art.” 
Nothing's vulgar, but the artists of 
Make It Not Suck don’t seem to be 
seeking approval, either. AGA has the 
unenviable job of making Edmonton 
seem credible as a culturally relevant 
metropolis outside the region while 
simultaneously appealing to as many 
Edmontonians as possible. China Sen- 
sation walks that something-for- 
everyone line. 

Common themes. Growth generates 
upheaval. Artworks from both cities 


MAY 10 ~. MAY 16, 2007 


ngdu to Dirt City: a tale of two art scenes 


reflect urban paranoia and social anxi- 
ety caused by economic transforma- 
tion. Chengdu artists tend to manifest 
these as a preoccupation with 
resources (especially food) and com- 
pressed and distorted landscapes 
while the Make crowd dives into senti- 
mentality, indulges in Dada repetition, 
and leverages the environmental con- 
text of their work to evoke 
notions. Works from both sho 
a dream-like logic and an 
that can be called “earnest 
playfully engaging a serious \c 
Nostalgia and theatricality are endem- 
ic to both artist groups, along with 
using animals and botanical subjects 
in a pop wonderland/dystopia fantasy. 
Genre mash-ups are common to both, 
too: printerly sculptures, drawing-ish 
paintings, painterly photographs, etc. 

For a largely unplanned show 
Make It Not Suck has provided the 
perfect companion piece and 
response to the meticulous China Sen- 
sation, reasserting Edmonton's singu- 
lar place in the world of art with sly, 
slouchy mirth. ¥ 


those 


hare 


DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


DANCE 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE COMPANY-UNTITLED John L. 
Haar Theatre, MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 10045 155 St 
© By Fortier Danse Creation © May 10-11, (8pm) © $25 
(adult/$15 {student/Senior) at TIX on the square 


CHEREMOSH UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE Arden 
Theatre, St Albert {466-0089}  Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Festival * Until May 13 © Tickets available at the 
door 


MILE ZERO DANCE-RURAL ROOTS PCL Theatre (424- 
1573) © Studio Series © May 25-26 {8pm} * $10 (mem- 
ber}, $12 {non-member} * Tickets available at the Landing 
Pad 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) 
* Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm © BACK AND FORTH: 
Landscape paintings by Terry Fenton © Until May 17 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) « 
Feature Gallery: 886W-HAHA: Fun and fabulous teapots 
and tea-sets; until July 14 © Discovery Gallery: THE 
NAKED TRUTH: Artworks by Christopher Boha; until May 
2 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square. 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave « Open Mon-Wed 10:30am-5Spm; Thu 
10:30sm-Spm (4-8pm free admission); Sat-Sun 11am-5Spm 
* CHINA SENSATION: New Art trom Chengdu; until June 
10 © FLAT: An exhibition featuring artworks by nine 
Ecimonton artists, until May 27 « UNFLAT: David Cantine; 
until June 10 © ART OUTDOORS: featuring the ten origi- 
nal works of art that are featured in the Art Outdoors bill- 
boards; until May 27 « BACK TO THE FUTURE: Featured 
artworks by Franklin Carmichael, George Reid, AY 
Jackson, Tom Thomson, Frederick Varley, JEH Macdonald, 
Comelius Krieghoff, Lawren Harris, Ansel Adams 
Maxwell Bates, Marion Nicoll, and many more; until June 
10 * Davey Thompson a hands-on workshop; Sat, May 26 
{1-4pm) © Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 
and 3:30pm) 

ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) « 
Feel the Rhythm: Eric Waugh's paintings involve music, 
motion, charcoal and colour. depicting scenes of fun and 
life * May 10-19 


AVIATION AIR HANGAR 114 St. Kingsway Ave (718- 
7 20-1757) « NIGHT OF ARTISTS: Featuring various 


artists artworks as well as The Mural Mosaic © BRUSH 
STROKES: Performance live art creation featuring Lewis 
Lavoie and musician Andy McCormack: Fri, May 11 
(8:15pm) © May 11-13 © Opening night art show party: 
Fri, May 11 (door Spm) © $25 (advi/$30 (door) includes 
appetizers and dancing to the Reggae beats of Soulja 


Fyah 


COMFORT FD00 
FOR BREAKUPS 


Tuesday 
May 15 
7:30 pm 


food. 


Marusya 


Bociurkiw 
launches her 
beguiling memoir, 
Comfort Food for 
Breakups. Join us 
for a taste of comfort 


7 a 


Watmough, Urmilla Zcenka Das, Zong Nguyen Sie-Mah 
‘and Mary Wright * May 11-23 © Opening reception: 
May 11 (7-8pm) 

DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) « 
Open Tue-Fri $:30am-5:30pm © SPRING SHOW: New works 
by gallery artists and recent acquisitions: featuring pho- 
tography by Ruud Van Empel © Until May 19 
ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) © Open Tue by appointment; 
Wed-Fri 1tam-5:30pm, Sat 11am-4pm. closed long week- 
ends * COLLECTION 2006; New artworks by various 
artists 

FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 2-Spm 
REACHING OUT WITH HOPE AND HEALING: Artworks by 
Robert Pope, 1952-1992; May 16-June 9; opening recep- 
tion: Thu, May 17 (6-10pm) * Public lecture: The Life 
and Work of Robert Pope: Reaching Gut with Hope and 
Healing presented by William Pope; Thu, May 17 (noon) at 
Bemard Snell Hall, Walter Mackenzié Health Sciences 
Centre (U of A Hospital) and Thu, May 17 (5pm) at Fine 
Arts Building, Rm 2-20 * A TRACE OF PASSAGE: 
Printworks by Kyla Fischer; May 16-June 9; opening 
reception: Thu, May 17 (6-10pm) 
FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Open 
Mon-Sat $:30am-8pm © Recent artworks by Violet Owens 
© Until May 30 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main FI, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) © Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-9pm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 1-5pm * THE 
WRITTEN WORD: Featuring works by the Edmonton 
Calligraphic Society * Until May 30, demonstrations on 
Sundays (1-4pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * FRONT ROOM: L/T7LE 
MEN: Shane Golby’s constructed images were created out 
of anger in response to the gay marriage debate in 
Canada. They address issues of censorship, freedom of 
expression, gay identity, and the line between art and 
pornography; May 17-June 16 « THE DRAG KING 
PROJECT Artworks by Toni Latour; May 17-June 16 © 
Opening reception: Thu, May 17 (7-1Dpm), artist talk by 
Tony Latour © im the Anmex: DEAD /NJUNS PART 2. 
Performance by Jackson 2bears; Sat, May 19 (7pm recep- 
tion; 8pm show) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) « Open Mon-Fri Sam-4pm 
BURST OF COLOUR: Featuring pottery, woodwork, fabric 
art and paintings * Until May 31 © Special opening: 
May 16 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9°30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm © 
Serigraphs by Norval Morrisseau and Jackson Beardy, 
prints by Toti, still life paintings by Cindy Revell, wall art 
by Raymond Chow; until May 31 * (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-5pm « 
Artworks by Shirley Thomas, Edythe Markstad Buchanan, 
Serigrahs of Edmonton buildings by George Webber, pot- 
tery by Jim Speers; until May 31 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, Red Barn, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (467-4481) © Open Sat 
10am-4pm; Thu 5-9pm © TIME FOR CHANGE: Artworks by 
Jane Antoniuk, Karen Moir, Sonja Marinoske, Anne 
MoCartney, Diana Sapara, and Lynda McAmmond 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm © 
A CONSERVATION PORTRAIT-NATURAL HABITATS AND 
SPECIES: Multi-media artworks of the landscape, flora 
and fauna by Cindy Barratt and Elaine Funnell * Until 
May 27 


MECPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (953-2777) * Open Mon- 


Thursday 
May 17 
7:30 pm 


‘Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * CHROMATICITYE 
New paintings poy hed Brown; until May 24 © The 
Dining Room Gallery: Artworks by Mary Pityn Doinchuk; 
until June 28 

MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 St, 
Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open daily 11:30am-4pm ¢ 
SASSY LADIES: A display highlighting the “sassy” side of 
women including @ revealing collection of intimates from 
the early years ® Until May 28 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 
9:30am-2;30pm; Tue, Thu 6:30-4pm; 6-8pm ¢ COME 
WHAT MAY 2007: Naw artworks by Nina Haggerty studio 
artists ¢ Until May 25 * Opening reception: May 24 (4- 
7pm) 

ORTONA GALLERY 2nd FI, 9722-102 St * Open Sat and 
Sun 12-6pm or by appointment * STICKS AND 
STONES-MAKE MY BONES: Mixed media artworks by Iva 
Janiga * Through May 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) 
© Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm; Thu 10am-8pm © FLIGHT: 
Recent figurative concrete and steel sculptures by Susan 
Owen Kagan * Until May 10 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Ad, Sherwood Park 
(457-3038) * MASTERPIECES /N MINIATURE: Featuring of 
40 artists artworks © Until May 24 


THE PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open 
Mon-Wed 12-5pm; Thu-Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm © 
WARMTH: Figurative and landscape paintings by Alberta 
artists * Until June 16 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street. St 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) ¢ HIGH ENERGY Xi/: Artworks by students of 
St. Albert High schoo! students * Until June 2 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave * COOL 
AND COLLECTED: See the unseen from the Museum's col- 
lections; until July 2 * GALEN ROWELL-A 
RETROSPECTIVE: Landscape photographs; until July 2 © 
PROJECT RENEWAL: a glimpse of the Museum's redevel- 
opment plans; until July 2 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5Spm * COLOUR SPAIN: Landscape paintings of 
Mojacar by Lynn Malin * May 12-29 # Opening reception: 
Sat, May 12 (24pm), artist in attendance 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 
12-5pm * INVENTIONS AND UNCOMMON PLACES: 
Printworks by Jorg Rothenpieler * Until June 2 


SPOT LIGHT GALLERY 107, 25 Chisholm Ave, St. Albert 
(419-2055) © THE MONA LISA SHOW Featuring interpre- 
tations of the Mona Lisa to celebrate DaVinci's 555th 
birthday. Curated by Laura Watmough. Proceeds going to 
the Arts and Medicine Program at the Cross Cancer 
Institute © Until May 15 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY * (MOMENTS: Artworks 
by Doris Charest * Unti May 26 ® Opening reception 
Sat, May 12 (1-4pm) 

STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Edmonton Room (down- 
stairs), 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq ® Open Mon-Sat 11am- 
Spm; Sun 1-Spm * COMMON GROUND; Artworks by the 
Alberta Society of Artists and the MSA ® Until/May 12 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) ¢ EXPOSURE: 
Featuring the 2007 NAIT Photography Technology Grads 
artworks ® Until May 19 

UNITARIAN CHURCH 10804-119 St * MY JOURNEY TO 
THE ISLAND: Art show and sale * Fri, May 11 (4-9:30pm) 
VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * 
CONSTELLATION: Artworks by Emanuelle Bara; ROOTS: 
Artworks by Teresa Halkow; until May 12 © MACBETH'S 
HORRIBLE IMAGININGS: Artworks by Wade Stout; May 
17-June 16; opening reception: Thu, May 17 (7-9:30pm) 


Raa b= 


Local author & poet 


Tim Bowling 
presents his new 
work of fiction, 


———— ae == 


WEST END 12308 Jasper Ave (486-4892) 
Paintings by Richard Cole 

THE WORKS FESTIVAL Suite 200, 10225-1009 Ave, 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


LITERARY 


AVIATION AIR HANGAR 114 St, Kingsway Ave (420- 
1757) © Tangent: An afternoon of poetry, dance, music 
and art fused into one live performance ® May 12 (2pm) 
* $10 (adv/$15 (door) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * Third Wed each 
month * $5 (donation) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) « 
TALES. monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell storias or come 
to listen * 2nd Fri of each month (8-10pm) until June & 
$3 (first time free) © May 11 


FACULTY CLUB U of A Campus (424-5060) * Alberta 
book Publishing Awards © Fri, May 11 © Tickets available 
by phone or e-mail info@bookpublishers.ab.ca 


KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yiannis Taverna, 10444 
Whyte Ave (914-8620) * Rapture. Open stage poetry with 
the Raving Poets band every Wed (sign-up: 7:30pm; show: 
8pm) until May 30 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave © Music, poetry, 
and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked 
Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


3 BANANAS CAFE AT CHURCH HILL SQUARE * WOW 
~ Wired on Words; We all have something to say, ama- 
teurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writing 
process guide you into self-discovery * Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) e-mail 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com for info 


WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 4211-106 St (496- 
8357) * Vivian Demuth reading from her novel Eyes of the 
Forest; May 10 (7pm) 


WORKSHOP WEST/NLT THIRD SPACE 11516-103 St « 
Mouth Off: A Dramatic Monologue Writing Forum: 
Presented by Alberta Playwrights’ Network, the Writers 
Guild of Alberta and Workshop West Theatre. A panel dis- 
cussion on writing dramatic monologues featuring Conni 
Massing, Marty Chan, and Allan Boss. Actors Beth Graham 
and Jared Matsunaga-Turnbull will perform a selection of 
monologues ® Wed, May 16 (7:30pm) * Free 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) « Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 © Leif Skyving; May 10-12 © Dave 
Stawnichy; May 17-19 © Hitman Lorenzo; May 24-26 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) © Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Ron Vaudry, Welby Santos, 
Shawn Gramiak; until May 13 © Hit or Miss Mondays; 
Mon, May 14 * Alternative Comedy Night; Tue, May 15 
© The Best in Local Talent; Wed, May 16 ¢ Tony Rock, 
James Ball, Lars Callieou, and Rick Bronson; May 17-20 © 
Hit or Miss Mondays; Mon, May 21 © Alternative 
Comedy Night; Tue, May 22 © Kelly Taylor, Lars Callieou, 
and James Uloth; May 23-27 © Hit or Miss Mondays; 
Mon, May 28 * Alternative Comedy Night; Tue, May 29 
* Joe Derosa, Matt Wojicicki, Dan Bodribb, Rob Pue; 
May 30-June 3 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © Comedy Extravaganza: 
First Tue each month; no minors; 8:30pm (door), Spm 
(show) * $5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460- 


Author of | Love 


Coffee drops by to 
celebrate a common 


indulgence! 


The Bone Sharps, a 


fictionalized account 
of the life of Charles 


Sternberg. 


Susan Zimmer 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry \,3); 
9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:29 
‘Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Wednesday Crash ang Bur ¢ 
Glenn Ottaway, Matthew Helson and Howie Miller.) 
10-12 


THEATRE 


AFTER THE FALL Timms Centre for the Arts, Uoj, 
Campus (420-1757/492-2271) ® Studio Theatre « f, 
Arthur Miller, directed by Stefan Dzeparoski © An a1, 
ographical work which deals with the questions oj quilt 
and innocence * May 17-26 (8pm); Pre-Show Talk: Ma, | 
22 ea alk matinee: May 24 (12:30pm); no show May. 
® $8-$20) at the Timms Centre for the Arts (one how, 
prior), TIX on the Square 

DEEP FRIED CURRIED PEROGIES Azimuth Thest;, 
11315-106 Ave * Funny look at family legacy » Ma 

13 (8pm) * Pay-What-You-Can ($10 suggested) 
DIAMOND DOG Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway ply . 
A new play by Belinda Comish of Panties Productions 
fast-paced, funny story about a group of small-time py; 
criminals in way over their heads. Directed by Ken Bri 

® $15 (adult}/$12 (student/senior); Two-For-One 
Tuesdays, Pay-What-You-Can Sundays; tickets availap) 
the door * Until May 19 (8pm) a 


DREAMLAND SATURDAY NIGHTS Varscona The:i, 
10329-83 Ave (434-5564/420-1757) ® By David 8 
presented by Shadow Theatre * Two lonely hear 
at an old time repertory cinema. The play follows th 
growth of their relationship as they watch old mov 
popcorn and fallin love * Until May 13 © Tickets ay3\, 
able at Shadow Theatre, TIX on the Square 


A FEROCIOUS EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT \/; 
Theatre, 10329 83 Ave * Teatro la Quindicina ® Ro 
Pederson parachutes into town to square off with Leon; 
Brausen and Davina Stewart in the only new Steway 
Lemoine play of the season ® May 24-June 9, Tue 
(8pm), Sat matinee (2pm) * $20 {adult)/$17 (student/s; 
ior) at TIX on the Square, door; Tue and Sat Matine 
Pay-What-You-Can (door); May 25: Two-For-One night 


FROM CRADLE TO STAGE, THREE NEW ONE ACT 
PLAYS BY LOCAL PLAYWRIGHTS Walterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (439-2845) * Three orig 
act plays * May 21-26 (Tuesday-Saturday 8pm), 
Matinees (2pm) * $12-$14 © Tickets available at TIx 
the Square 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre (1-800-661-9804) * A funny, classy, sexy mu 
with music by Jule Styne and lyrics by Leo Robin. Lor 
Lee, a gold-digging blonde bombshell, and her street-» 
showgirl friend Dorothy Shaw, take a vacation cruise 
through Europe * Until June 24 


GRANNY GHOST WHISPERER Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484.2424) * Until June 


KITCHEN STORIES Studio B Westbury Arts Barns (47 
0064) © A series of readings by three female Alberta 
playwrights presented by Theatre of the New Heart 
Boom!; May 11; by Anna-Maria LeMaistre and Isabell 
Rousseau starring Anna-Maria LeMaistre, Mireille 
Moquin, and Isabelle Rousseau ® May 11 (Bpm)* $1 
(each show)/$25 {all 3 shows) available at the door 


OLIVER! Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425 
1820) * Musical by Lionel Bart, based on the story Oliv 
Twist by Charles Dickens * Orphaned, and forced to live 
in a brutal workhouse, young Oliver wants more than the 
pitiable hand dealt him by fate. Sold to the local unde 
taker, he escapes into the seamy underworld of Victor 
London where he falls in witha gang of child pickpock 

* Until June 3 © Tickets available at the Citadel Thea 
box office 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (4 
3399) ¢ The Euro-style variety spectacle. hosted by ir 
national glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli and her divine 
host Eros, God of Love * Sat, May 26 (11pm) © fick 
available at the door 


INDULGE YOUR PASSION FOR BOOKS! 


Friday 
May 25- 
12 - 1:30 pm 


Join the History Club at Audreys and discover what a midlife 


istory 


Club 


crisis looks like when you're Emperor of the World. 


NAPOLEON - Wednesday, May 23 at 7:30 pm 


ARTS 


reys 


“BOOKS(1p. ~ . 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 
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moving and most 

en it’s precisely these 

s that overwhelm the screen 

e their meaning remains trou- 


ig the hazy-fringed distances 

at grow between aging husband and 

ife Grant (Gordon Pinsent) and Fiona 
ulie Christie) when the latter gradual- 
succumbs to Alzheimer’s, Away 

rom Her uses a fragmented narrative, 
epping forward and back in the cou- 
le’s long life together, to evoke some- 
ing o! fathomless shared history 
jat seems to haunt every wayward 
iep in both Fiona’s disintegration and 


mid-20s Sarah 
shed her pre- 
star guise and 
of decidedly 


er 
DSEF BRAUN / jose!@vueweek!y.com 


Away From Her 
theatrical 


= 


OPENS FALMAY 11 


AWAY FROM HER 

coc | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY SARAH POLLEY 
| STARRING JULIE CHRISTIE, GORDON PINSENT, 
DIYMPIA DUKAKIS, MICHAEL MURPHY 


Grant's heartbroken alienation as his 
beloved enters a care centre and 
retreats beneath a gauze of confusion 
and, just maybe, manipulation. 

Working from a typically emotion- 
ally dense story by Alice Munro (’The 
Bear Came Over the Mountain"), Pol- 
ley operates in terms utterly antitheti- 
cal to the Hollywood affliction movie, 
focusing instead on ways to shape the 
uneasy coupling of overburdened 
consciousness and old love. The film's 
greatest resonance may come from 
the compelling enigma of Christie's 
performance and persona both, 
always profoundly charismatic while 
slightly out of reach. 

But it’s Pinsent’s turn as the part- 
ner-turned-outsider that emerges as 
Away From Her’s most memorable per- 
formance, this cock-eyed bear of a 
man shifting uneasily from absorbing, 


= DIRECTOR 
INTERVIEW 


SARAH POLLEY: No, though I'd been 
directing shorts at that point. I had no 
general ambitions to make features, 
but it was clear to me that this story 
would require that format if it were to 
be adapted. That's my approach to 
things generally, not having a big plan 
but just following things that mean 
something to me. 


‘VW: Were you very conscious about 
how unusual it is for a young film- 
maker to debut with a film about the 
elderly? 

SP: | wasn’t really aware of it until the 
film came out and people began 
responding to the fact that my age is 
so radically different from those of the 
characters. It was just a story I was 
immediately drawn to, with charac- 
ters I really loved. It never really 
occurred to me that it was strange for 
a 28-year-old to be making it. I guess 
it’s strange if you approach things 
with the idea of writing what you 


_ know, but perhaps I’m just more 


interested in telling stories about peo- 
ple I’m curious about. 


VW: It must seem like everyone 


coping, not coping, admiring, despair- 
ing, marvelling, lost in a mystery that’s 
unfolding right before his eyes. Away 


emphasizes the film’s unusual subject 
matter, but, when you think about it, 
the flawed nature of memory is one of 
the richest themes in movies. 

§P: Memory is one of the things I’m 
most interested in, how it drives us, 
tules us, what memories we're untan- 
gling without knowing it. So to make a 
film about Alzheimer’s is certainly an 
opportunity to explore all those ideas. 


VW: There’s a moment in Away From 
Her where Grant, directly echoing 
words from “The Bear Came Over the 
Mountain,” describes his wife Fiona 
as “direct and vague,” and “sweet and 
ironic.” It struck me as an uncanny 
description of Julie Christie’s screen 
presence, something as vivid in my 
memories of McCabe and Mrs. Miller 
or Don’t Look Now as Away From Her. 

SP: You know, it was when I hit that 
exact line in the story that I knew it 
could only be Julie. It’s funny you 
picked up on that, because for me it 
describes her so eloquently, and on a 
personal level too, since at this point 
she was already a sort of friend. From 
that moment on there was nobody 
else who could possibly play the part. 


VW: There’s this distinctive, unnerving 
ambiguity to Christie's performances, 
and in Away From Her this ambiguity 
is utilized kind of terrifyingly, so that 
Grant's never entirely certain that 
there isn’t a game being played, that 
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adly get Away From Her 


From Her certainly shatters the notion 
that love becomes something simple 
and fixed as it enters what we some- 


there isn’t a perfectly lucid Fiona lin- 
gering behind the glassy gaze. 

$P: It’s funny with Julie. She's the kind 
of person where one moment she’s so 
engaged with you and you feel like you 
have her all to yourself, and then the 
next moment you're kind of chasing 
her. | felt like that’s Grant's relationship 
with Fiona, and there’s no one else in 
the world that ephemeral and magical. 
For me, Julie really embodied that. 


VW: Were you able to draw a lot from 
your experiences as an actress when 
working with your actors? 

SP: To an extent, but in a way it’s diffi- 
cult to use what you've learned as an 
actor when you're directing because 
you're working with such completely 
different actors who need completely 
different things. You have to kind of 
relearn the process for each actor, as 
opposed to taking what you know and 
throwing it on everybody. 


VW: Did you find yourself learning 
more about acting while directing 
these very good actors? 

SP: | did. I feel as a director you get 
special access to other people's 
processes, so there's a lot more you 
can learn from this perspective than 
when you're busy with your own 
work as an actor. 


VW: I'm also curious about what 
you've gained from this as a writer. | 


what perversely refer to as 
years, but, impressively, thi 
hint of consolation, too. w 


our golden 


h Polley cracks into directing with stellar feature debut 


remember reading that you don’t con- 
sider this adaptation “real writing.” 

$P: That’s right. I mean, yes, I adapted 
it and found a way to put it on the 
screen, but it’s a very faithful adapta- 
tion. | feel like this story was really 
born in Alice Munro's head, so for me 
this isn’t just my vision. | definitely 
want to write original stuff as well, but 
screenplays are a tough thing. | think 
there can be an art to screenwriting, 
but at the same time I find it difficult to 
equate screenwniting with the writing 
of novels or journalism or anything 
where the writing stands alone, 
because ultimately a screenplay is a 
blueprint and not a final work. 


VW: That makes me think of something 
Sam Fuller said. You know he wrote 
journalism and pulp novels before 
making films, and he felt that as a 
director he was really just “writing 
with the camera.” 

$P: That's very interesting, how one 
form becomes a natural extension of 
the other 


VW: Do you have an idea of what 
might be next for you as writer/direc- 
tor? 

SP: Not a clear idea. I'm working on 
different things and seeing which 
takes root. One’s original, one’s an 
adaptation. They're both at such an 
early stage | don’t think I have that 
much to say about them. Yet. v 
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All that glitters is not a'Golden Ball 


CAROLYN WIKODYM / 
olden Ball has left me a little 
torn. Looked at one 
way, you could say 
that it’s nothing more than ¢y 
a feel-good, follow-your- 
dreams film (and I don’t THSSOK 
mean that as pejorative as it sounds). 

Be that as it may, though, it’s one 
without many the cliché trappings of 
what Hollywood offers up—everything 
from The Pursuit of Happyness to 
Dreamer. 

Sure, Our young protagonist Bandi- 
an (Aboubacar Sidiki Sumah) pursues 
his goal of becoming a soccer great 
with the utmost tenaciousness, and it 
will be by this tenaciousness that he'll 
lift himself above his circumstances. 
Yet his success seems to have a’dark- 
er side, as well. 

Golden Ball begins in the small vil- 
lage of Makono, Guinea—in coastal 
West Africa—with the precocious 12- 
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year-old Bandian. He is completely 
taken with soccer, and is quite talent- 
ed at it. The first thing he must do, 
however, is save enough money from 
his part-time wood-carrying job to 
buy a real leather ball. 

Taken with the boy and his forti- 
tude, Dr Isabell “Aspirin” of Doctors 
without Borders finds him a good 
used one. The ball, however, turns 
out to be a bit of bad luck, when a 
badly placed kick of it starts a house 
fire, and Bandian flees the village and 
the wrath of his father. 


DRAMA 


In his travels to the capital Conarky, 
where his sister Fanta (Mariam Kaba) 
lives, he joins in on a soccer game, 
gamering the interest of Béchir Bithar 
(Habib Hammoud), a wealthy busi- 
nessman. 

Béchir is sure that Bandian will be 
a star on the field, so he enrols him in 
a school run by Karim (Salif Keita—a 
former pro-soccer player). And from 
there, through some of Béchir’s 
underhanded manouevres, Bandian 
gets the chance of a lifetime—a schol- 
arship to a soccer school in France. 


SUMAH SHINES AS the smart and affa- 


ble Bandian. He's a lot like the young 
character of Peekay in The Power of 
One. Even as a young actor, he man- 
ages to find both the chutzpah of 
showboat-y Bandian and the quiver- 
ing fear of a child afraid of the dark, 

I was a little uncomfortable with a 
couple of aspects of the film, howev- 


Public Interest Alberta presents ... 


the Edmonton Premier Screenings of 


er—the fact that success for Bandian 


meant he had to leave not only his 
village, but also his continent, for 
instance. And the character of Dr 
Aspirin kind of epitomized the 
residues of colonizaton. 

Perhaps there was some nuance 
there that I couldn’t read in the subti- 
tles, but when this white doctor gives 
Bandian the soccer ball—something 
that none of the black characters 
were able to do—I couldn't help but 
fee] that the moment was more than 
a little patronizing. This is only 
underscored when the ball causes 
Bandian to leave his family at such a 


young age, and she says, “If I had 
known the trouble the ball was goino | 
to cause... “ 

But then, there is a little bit of 4 
dark side to this film. While Bandian 
is a good boy, some of the peop\. 
rooting for him are not, using bribery § 
and the like to get him on the road {: 
soccer fame. 

While I liked this about the film, it 
was also what leaves me torn. Bandi- 
an doesn’t know about the things 
people are doing on his behalf, but 
they, nonetheless sully his success 

Maybe I am more a product of Hol 
lywood than I like to admit. v 
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After seeing his shorts, 
this director will Cross 
your mind a lot 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


f all of the abstract nouns out there, 
memory has to be one of the 


most elusive, always shifting 

shape, always molting and morphing 

even as it holds itself in focus. And 
because miémory tends to be intense- THIS ROCKS 
ly personal, it is a near-endless fount of intrigue. 
This ats through The Short films of 
ike a sheet that has freed itself 
sline on a windy day, alighting 
‘a while to shroud an unsuspecting 
oun—a person, a window, a mirror. 
On screen, his exploration into the phenome- 
non of memory plays out both fluidly and jar- 
ringly, but always with melancholy. There is 
always a yearning for what is no longer there, 
for what is remembered and for what will never 
be. Even the most sensual short, I Like to Kiss, 
seemis to be tinged with longing, if only for the 
emation it elicits from its watcher. As we spy in 
on the lustful couple, we bear witness to the 
beginnings of a potential rift between them. And 
the only laughter in any of the seven shorts 
(Breeze) is inspired by the play of a child. That 
isn't to say, however, that there are no beautiful 
Surprises—for even his most meditative pieces 


risingly, much of the melancholy 


grows oulff longing for a lost love—either the 
one that got away or the one that would have 
never worked anyway. Through the Looking 
takes N a disjointed trip, and the film 


mind-fuck of broken hearts. She 
window seat, day after day drinking 
zemingly waiting for that familiar 
out of the photograph she props 
of her, the voice uttering those 
of lovers. He stands in the streets, 
. The camera captures him in 
‘vertical circles, first going down his 

body and then up, and our ears recoil at the 
industrial soundtrack, the lack of connection 


sits in he 
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BETTER MEMORY THROUGH 
CHEMISTRY: THE-SHORT FILMS 
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SHORT 


in communication. 


CROSS ALSO SHOWS us that this emotion might 
be personal, but it isn’t unique. A Portrait in a 
Letter: Somewhere in England is a beautiful little 
piece culled from archived letters of Second 
World War soldiers who'd been injured and 
were in a military hospital in 1942. As Cross's 
camera plays among letters, focusing in on 
handwriting and postmarks, we hear the narra- 
tor read a letter written by Ken Liddell on John 


Broughton’s behalf. The letter is to Johnny's | 


doctor, the doctor who'd reformed Johnny's face 
after it was terribly burned. But then the images 
change to poppy buds and flowers, the narra- 
tion moves to subtitles and the letter we're in on 
is to Johnny's girlfriend Lucy. While the form of 
Portrait is quite similar to the other shorts, it 
seems something of a departure in its lucidity. 
Most of the other pieces are much more con- 
templative. 

One that seems to marry introspection with 
more linear narrative is deeply personal Run- 
nymede to New York. Broken into chapters, a 
series of memories form a portrait of the film’s 
narrator. From playing ball as an 11-year-old to 
a follow-your-heart trip to the Big Apple, we get 
trapped in his propensity to look backwards, to 
look into the past. Some telling footage plays 
out as the camera focuses on the car's side- 
view mirror. He is constantly aware of where he 
has come from, to the point of letting the mirror 
take up most of the frame. And we're reminded 
that like the warning on many side-view mir- 
rors, the objects of memory may be closer than 
they appear. ¥ 
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You'saw The End:'Now it's time for The Escape Jrom Suburbia 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


ne of my teachers once had 
each of us draw 
F our world ona wu) 


piece of paper. On it, we 
were to put where we lived 
in the uae THSRKS 

The places we went regularly—say, 
grocery stores, banks, work, school— 
were also to find a spot on the page. If 
we could get to it on our own steam 
by walking or biking, we could put 
them in our “inner circle." If we took 
public transit, they'd go in our “mid- 
dling circle.” And if we had to drive 
there, then they'd be placed in the 
“outer circle.” 

Looking around the class at each of 
our sheets, it was telling that most of 
us had to get into our car for the sim- 
plest of functions, like running out for 
a quick loaf of bread. Some of us 
couldn't take care of any of our daily 


TUE MAY 15 & WEO, MAY 16.(7 PM) 

| ESCAPE FROM SUBURBIA 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY GREGORY GREEN 
METRO CINEMA $10-$12 


Now, if you've seen The End of 
Suburbia, or one of the other Peak 
Oil docs, you know how unsustain- 
able that lifestyle is. Gregory 
Greene's documentary is an eye- 
opener, and he proposes to open our 
eyes even wider with his highly 
anticipated follow-up, Escape from 
Suburbia. 

Picking up where he left off, Greene 
again offers us a compelling and 
sobering look at the spectre of the end 
of the Oil Age. He uncovers some of 
the stories that show us that oil pro- 
duction is not only in decline but also 
the effects that are beginning to mani- 
fest in the lives of ordinary people. 
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ly, examining it from many of the 
same angles and with many of the 
same interviewees. 


bit of respite in the peeks Greene 
offers of some of the ways people are 


LIKE ITS PREDECESSOR, escape from 


Suburbia isn't exactly a feel-good film. 


responsibilities without a vehicle. 
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The Canadian Liver Foundation is committed to reducing the incidence 
& impact of all forms of liver disease. 


Greene takes the subject very serious- 


But in Escape, we're offered a little 
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There’s always a reason someone 
becomes The Ex ... 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 


Te opening of The Ex finds 
Tom (Zach Braff) 
and Sofia (Amanda 
Peet) snuggly, very preg- : 
nant and abuzz with 

domestic bliss. They dis- HS SUCKS 
cuss baby names with a cutesy for- 
mality that’s heavy on the exposition 
and far more akin to TV chatter than 
actual conversation. 

This is followed by a somewhat 
satisfying if equally contrived take- 
this-job-and-shove-it scene at Tom's 
workplace. Chef Tom works under a 
racist tyrant, whom he heroically 
swathes in some anonymous haute 
goo in defence of his abused fellow 
underlings. The scene’s designed as a 
quick way to make us like Tom: his 
claim to our sympathies hinges on his 
being a slacker, but one unafraid to 
call bullshit on the obvious baddies. 

Eventually baby, unemployment 
and New York rents drive Tom and 
Sofia to starting a new life in the 
sprawling blandness of Ohio, where 
Tom accepts a job at his father-in- 
law's advertising agency, a grotesque 
sort of Pee Wee’s Playhouse for 
adults. 

Tom’s mentor is Chip, the agency's 
superstar and, as it happens, a high- 
school lover of Sofia's. We know right 
off that Chip’s a total asshole because 
he wears an ascot (and perhaps 
because he’s played by Jason Bate- 
man), but the twist is that he’s also 
confined to a wheelchair, making 
Tom look like the real putz when he 
starts accusing Chip of elaborately 
sabotaging his life. 


IT'S TOUGH TO SEE how something like 
The Ex, so nakedly crowd-pleasing, 
expects to make any waves at the 
summer box office: Spider-Man 3 may 
not be a masterpiece, but it’s a spec- 


OPENS, FA, MAY 
THE EX 


DIRECTED BY JESSE PERETZ 

WRITTEN BY DAVID GUION, MICHAEL HANDELMAN 
STARRING ZACH BRAFF, AMANDA PET, 

JASOM BATEMAN, CHARLES GRODIN 


tacular alternative to staying in, while 
The Ex feels overwhelmingly like a sit- 
com expanded to 90 minutes. There's 
not a hint of sweep, emotional highs 
or showmanship here—which is to 
say there's not much of a movie. 
There are, of course, funny bits. A 
gratingly New Agey mom (Amy 
Adams, clearly getting zero mileage 
for her recent and deserving Oscar 
nod) makes two babies “hug.” There’s 
this kid who can shove an entire god- 
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damned burger in his mouth and 
swallow it whole. (Okay, maybe there 
is a bit of showmanship.) But these 
highlights hardly sustain something 
like interest in Tom's cartoonish 
dilemma. 


In fact, The Ex is kind ofdepressing 
for the avid movieg Charles 
Grodin fans will ce: lespair that 


this is the movie he came out of a 12- 
year retirement for, while Mia Far 
row’s admirers may start wondering if 
she and Woody can't patch things up 
and get her cast in something remote- 
ly in league with her talents. 

Braff, meanwhile, keeps trying to 
be the new John Ritter sans slapstick 
Come to think of it, I really miss John 
Ritter. w 


; girlfriend and lose his 

day, he decides, with 
friends and fellow 
reservists Bill (Bill Engvall), and 
ualls), to spend the 
king, visiting Hooters 
and using his ex's stuff for target prac- 
tice. Being weekend warriors, how- 
ever, they mistakenly get called up for 
duty instead by tough drillmaster 
sergeant Kilgrove (Keith David). 

And the mistakes continue, with 
their flight to Fallujah, Iraq ending up 
in Mexico. Being idiots, though, they 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
pider-Man, Spider-Man ... for 
S'. life is a great 
big bang up—when- 

ever there’s a hang up, 
you'll find the Spider-Man. 

If only Sam Raimi and Tesh 
his Spider-Man 3 co-conspirators 
had bothered to listen to the damn 
song a little closer (and why not—the 
Flaming Lips take a decent stab at it 
on the film’s soundtrack, although I 
tend to prefer the Ramones’ version ... 
but I digress ... ). While they certainly 
seem to have caught that part about 
the “great big bang up,” the makers of 
Spider-Man 3 apparently didn’t notice 
that the iconic theme makes no refer- 
ence to crying, singing, dancing or the 
wearing of eyeliner. 
Let me explain: like its (vastly supe- 
rior) predecessors, Spider-Man 3 fea- 
tures some truly breathtaking visual 
effects and exhilarating action 
sequences, (mostly) avoiding the 
sometimes-hokey look of many simi- 
larly CGI-heavy films. And like the 
previous two entries in the now-trilo- 
gy, Spider-Man 3 relies on (and tragi- 
cally underutilizes) actors JK Simmons 
and Bruce Campbell—playing news- 
Paper editor J Jonah Jameson and a 
snooty maitre d’, respectively—for 
inspired comic relief. 
However, in between the massive 
Set-piece action sequences and gen- 
ulnely hilarious laughs that are the 
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think they're in Iraq and end up 
engaging the local banditos in com- 
bat. This helps the townfolk besieged 
by these vermin for years. Eternally 
grateful, the mayor's daughter Maria 
(Marisol Nichols) falls for Larry but the 
danger is far from over. 

There are so many chances for this 
movie to be funnier, but the gags fall 
flat. I kept sitting at the edge of my 
seat rooting for a hilarious punchline 
to redeem the bad blue-collar redneck 
puns. Even the trademark Cable Guy 
catchphrases seemed forced on us. 
At one point Larry, trussed up like 
Rambo on speed, yells out “Git'r 
Done!” | swear I heard crickets chirp- 


NOW PLAYING 


SPIDER-MAN 3 

DIRECTED BY SAM RAIMI 

WRITTEN BY SAM RAIMI IVAN RAIMI, 

AWIN SARGENT 

STARRING TOBEY MAGUIRE, KIRSTEN DUNST, 
JAMES FRANCO, THOMAS HADEN CHURCH, 
TOPHER GRACE JK SIMMONS 


bread-and-butter of the franchise 
(and, well, every big summer block- 
buster, really), audiences are forced to 
sit through seemingly endless weeping 
(seriously—I think every major charac- 
ter sheds tears at least once), a way- 
too-long dance montage (yup, a dance 
montage), some ridiculous emo- 
brooding from an eye-linered Tobey 
Maguire as Peter Parker (I guess it was 
included with his sexy new black suit) 
and not one but two songs from 
Kirsten Dunst’s Mary Jane Watson. 


AND ABOUT DUNST ... Maybe my opin- 
ion has been swayed by spending too 
much time reading Perez Hilton’s 
blog—he refers to her as “the Drunk- 
st’—but, man, is she tough to watch in 
this movie. When her relationship with 
Peter Parker hits the rocks halfway 
through the movie, you almost feel like 
screaming “just ditch her, Pete! Come 
on, man—trust your Spidey sense!” 
The fact that Mary Jane is dumped 
from a Broadway musical for being a 
bad actor and lousy singer in the film’s 
first act hits a little close to home—had 
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ing in the theatre. 

Is this all we get from the king of 
The Blue Comedy Tour? Well, yes—for 
two reasons. First, the man works 
cheap. His last film only cost $4 mil- 
lion to make, virtually guaranteeing it 
to make money if his fans from the 
tour are willing to sit through anything 
on the off-chance they'll hear the 
cornhusker’s best lines. And second, 
as long as the marketing budget is 
held to a respectable level, movies like 
this can be decent moneymakers as 
long as there is some decent directing. 


CB HARDING, a photographer-turned- 
award-winning-ad-exec-turned-direc- 
tor squeaks by on this one. He’s a 
competent reality show director, turn- 
ing out the groundbreaking Making 
the Band and The Osbournes, but the 
leap to the big screen can be tricky. It 
was obvious that he's not sure how to 
film close-ups for the larger format as 


Raimi done away with her at roughly 
the same point in the movie, she 
would not have been missed. 

Not that Dunst is the only cast 
member whose performance verges 
on embarrassing. While Topher Grace 
is perfectly cocky and slimy as ambi- 
tious photographer Eddy Brock, as 
Brock’s alter-ego Venom he is utterly 
ridiculous, all fake fangs and chewed 
scenery. Similarly, James Franco does 
a decent job as the conflicted and 
vengeful Harry Osborne, but once he 
throws on the body armour and hops 
on his jet-powered snowboard (ugh) 
to become the New Goblin, you can’t 
help but feel a little bad for the guy. 

The real heartbreaker, though, is 
not that Spider-Man 3 is a horrifically 


1999. ONLY 


his head shots were overwhelmingly 
close and in your face. Intentional, 
maybe? | don’t think so. 

To be fair, there were a few mildly 
amusing scenes. Not laugh out loud, 
but I felt myself chuckle. They involved 
none of the main cast however. 

Seeing a hulking Keith David in a 
red baby doll nightie and red lipstick 


Spider-Man's web unravels in song and dance 


bad movie—tt’s mediocre at worst, to 
be entirely fair. No, Spider-Man 3 is 
disappointing because of what came 
before it. The franchise's first film was 
easily the best superhero movie since 
the Jack Nicholson-Tim Burton- 
Michael Keaton Batman, and Spider- 
Man 2 somewhat unbelievably 
bettered its predecessor. 

In both, Raimi somehow created 
real emotional drama in between all 
the web slinging, creating films that, 
while still satisfying mainstream com- 
mercial blockbusters, also had a real 
and enduring warmth and soul. With 
Spider-Man 3, however, he’s merely 
managed a sometimes entertaining, 
occasionally frustrating and entirely 
forgettable mess. ¥ 


ANOTHER REASON WE’RE 
THE CLEAR CHOICE... 


NOW OFFERING ALBERTA’S 


after being captured by some bored, 
gay locals when he gets lost in the 
desert was chuckle-worthy. The guy 
was fearless. Another scene involved 
a very gay bandito enamoured with 
the Sergeant. I had the feeling he had 
a blast playing the part. 

On the other side of the comedy 
wheel was up-and-comer Dj Qualls 
With Road Tnp, The Core, The New Guy 
and several more credits to his belt, 
this was his first miss. Sporting leop- 
ard skin underwear and a cheesy porn 
moustache, this former waiflike Prada 
model was repulsive to watch. Prada 
model—now that’s funny. Have you 
seen this guy? He makes Nicole 
Ritchie look chubby. 

Rednecks rejoice and spend your 
hard earned blue-collar money. The 
rest of us already saw this movie ages 
ago in Stripes, In the Army Now and 
Police Academy. Only back then the 
money was better spent. v 


EDMONTON 


1 © GREAT PEOPLE 
BUILDING A 


GREAT CITY 


When we started thinking what we could say 
about the City of Edrnonton as 2 great piece 
to work, we asked our employees to tell it 
like it is. They said things like. 


“You take pride in working for the City. it ges 
you @ good feeling inside fo know you're 
contributing fo your community” —“To work 
@ your life's calling, be paid to do it and build 
a better city? Life doesn't get any better” 


Become part of our team and you'll 
be part of what makes a tuly great 
city work. 


LABOURERS NEEDED 


For various positions including: 
Road repair, park maintenance, and 
infrastructure repair 

Up to 300 

fi ly et 


Starting at $15.11ffr © Up to 40 hours per week 


equivalent 
* Physically capable of performing heavy 
¢ Manuel dexterity to operate simple hand 
© Team ployer & self-motivated 
Please quote Job Requssition No. : 908622 
Applications can be faxed to 780-496-8063 
or submitted in the drop-off box at the 
Employment Centre, City Hall, #1 Sr Winston 
Churchill Square, Edmonton. AB TS! 2A7 
The City of Efincrton is an Equal Opportunity Empicyer 


To apoty crit or for A cetais or. these and cther pposses, vat 
www.edmonton. ca/careers o 


Vue LASIK! 


S FOR LASIK & PRK 1. 877. 551. 


0 en imesene oc Call for details. 
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SATURDAY. MONDAY «7:00 ano MONDAY . 9:00 


i+ TONIGHT {THURSDAY} AT 7:00PM 


GUY MADDIN’S ™. 


CARERULG 


WITH PROF WILLIAM BEARD INTRODUCING 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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du Canada 
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JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 


here was no hope for the 
| underdog this past 
weekend; a lean 
stud in red and blue tights 

made sure of that. But Cur- 

tis Hanson’s Vegas poker lle 
drama Lucky You maintains its confi- 
dence, like a grey-haired lady in a 
rainbow visor hat plunking down 
quarters at the slot machine in the 
corner. It’s an endearing sight, but 
equally a test of my patience. 

In the shadow of his superstar gam- 
bler dad, Huck Cheever (Eric Bana) is 
nonetheless a poker face to be reck- 
oned with. As an all-or-nothing card 
shark, casino patrofis are in constant 
competition with his ballsy reputation. 
But he suddenly goes weak in the 
knees for an aspiring club singer Billie 
(Drew Barrymore), despite her con- 
tempt for his compulsive gambling. It 
becomes Huck’s ultimate goal to beat 
his father (Robert Duvall) in an inter- 
national poker tournament, though 
he's caught in a web of honour and 
ego as he’s baited by Billie's charms. 

Lucky You is a see-saw of family 
romance and fetishistic card table 
action, with Huck and his Oedipal self- 
discovery at the heart. The poker stuff 
is kind of fun, even though I had little 
idea of what was really happening. But 
it’s quite alright if you're as dense as | 
am, as the film foregrounds the char- 
acter drama as part of it; it's as mucha 
play of emotions as it is of suits. 


ROR MAY 19TH 
TOCKY RR TWX DN SALE HOW 


AWAY FROM HER 


NIGHTLY 6:50 AND 9:10 PM 
SAT & feces MATINEE 2:00 PM 


PS COARSE 
VISIT US OM LINE @ 


FAVA IS A NO 
P: 780.429.1671 


FILM 


ucky You needs a better poker face 


NOW PLAYING 


LUCKY YOU 

DIRECTED BY CURTIS HANSON 

WRITTEN BY HANSON, ERIC ROTH 
STARRING OREW BARRYMORE ERIC BANA, 
DEBRA MESSING 


MOST OFTEN, 1 can’t stomach Barry- 


more, particularly because I think 
she’s a bad actress. But in my predis- 
position, | forgot about Hanson’s 
remarkable ability to set the scene for 
his actors; in LA Confidential, the 
sophisticated pacing and luxurious 
scenery drew marvelous performanc- 
€s from its ensemble, and even helped 
Kim Basinger win an Oscar. And for 
that oversight, I am a rude, thought- 
less little pig, as Barrymore, as a stun- 
ning brunette, is probably most 
charming spectacle of the film. 

At first, in all her Vegas ignorance, 
Billie hovers around Huck as he shows 
her the ropes of poker. She asks all of 
the questions the audience might ask, 
providing an underhanded Pop-Up 
Video-style guide to the card table 


ROM-COM 


ESCAPE FROM SUBURBIA 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40 


facing the challenges of Peak Oil 
through a growing global movement 
of citizen's groups. The idea is that we 
need to start looking creatively at 
suburbia and transforming it into a 
sustainable system. 

That said, however, Greene also 
lays out some the future energy 
options that a lot of people are opti- 
mistically talking about with some 
healthy skepticism. The reality is that 
we're going through something like 
84 million barrels of oil a day, anda . 
growing number of people believe 
that the alternative fuels we have, 
even combined, will not allow us to 
continue in-the lifestyle we've 
become accustomed to. As one of 
the interviewees says, "no combina- 
tion of alternative fuels we have is 
going to allow us to run Walt Disney 


AND 


AVA & 
FUNDRAISER 
JUNE 15TH 
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sequences, Then, as the film is drawn 
further into the void of father-son con 

flict, Billie becomes a most welcome 
voice of moral authority amongst all 
the cock-wagging. And while she may 

not wear the pants, she nonetheless 
wears some fabulous little outfits 

adding to Lucky You's well-pronounced 
Vegas decadence that sustains itsel; 
without upstaging the whole effect 

Ultimately though, Lucky You is pret 
ty flat. Bana’s far from an impressive 
lead, and the exhausting poker scene 
stretch the film out almost to th 
length of a Bollywood sports musical 
At times it feels no different from live 
poker broadcasts on TSN. It’s one quiet 
staredown after another (at one point 
I swear | could hear the Hobgoblin 
cackling in the adjacent theatre). 

But if you're like the five or six peo- 
ple 1 saw withhold from all-the web- 
slinging, you might give Firestarte 
and the Incredible Hulk a chance to 
teach you a couple tricks about the 
game of poker, and maybe the human 
heart as well. w 


World, Wal-Mart and the Interstate 
Highway system.” 

Now, I'll admit that in that class 
room exercise | did a few years ago, | 
got a little proud of my own way of 
life—there was nothing | did in my 
daily life that required a car. | could 
walk or bike to all of my regular spots 
But that feeling of self-righteousness 
was pretty short lived. 

When we talk about a looming oi! 
shortage, some of us will sputte! 
about the big trucks and SUVs thal 
populate our roads and how wasteful 
they are. But it always takes some 
time before we realize how screwed 
we all are without oil—regardless © 
whether we drive or not. 

As Escape from Suburbia points out 
what is a city without all of the things 
that are driven into it everyday? Trac- 
tor trailers all over the continent are 
busy bringing in our SuEEes—mo st 
notably food. 

Now there's a thought. v 
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ector Sarah Polley's 
Alice Munro story about a 

have to deal with the 

oped Alzheimer’s. Read 


rustic on page 37 


J eects, Sarah Neville and 


ul Cox star in Brand Upon the Brain! director 
juy Maddin's film about the residents of a 

mv aes, restrain their movements 

io avoid causing an avalanche, leading to an 

arcane presnad emotions. ZEIDLER HALL, 

COTADEL TH MAY 10(7 PM) 


[A FARCE Michael Edward Rose, Larry the 
‘able Guy and Christina Moore star in first- 
feature director CB Harding's comedy in 
yhich some Army reservists are accidentally 
copped in a Mexican village instead of 
deployed to Iraq. Read Christine Yanish’s 
eview on page 41. 


EX Zach Braff, Amanda Peet and Jason 
an star in The Chateau director Jesse 
‘s romantic comedy about a slacker hus- 
and who is foreed to work with his father-in- 
law after his pregnant wife quits her high-paying 
ob. Read Josef Braun's review on page ?? 


ESCAPE FROM SUBURBIA A new documentary 

»y The End of Suburbia director Gregory Greene 

hat expands on his previous work exploring 

oil and the for relocalization. Read 
arolyn article on page 40. ZEIDLER 

ALL THE CITADEL TUE, MAY 15 & WED, MAY 16 (7 PM) 


HEORGIA RULE Jane Fonda, Lindsay Lohan 
and Felicity Hutfm: an star in Raising Helen 
director Garry Marshall's film about an uncon- 
trollable teenager who is taken to live with her 
ndmather to Straighten up, leading three 


ions of women to sort through the fam- 


s Sorel and Habib Hammoud star i in The 
=bor ny White Man rector Cheik Doukouré's 
‘lm im about a soccer prodigy and his journey to 
He a famous ele Read Carolyn 
Mm v on page 38. ZEIDLEA HALL, THE 

WLNAY TD wn 14(0 PM) 


\ — of short 
by the Canadian director that investigate 


ime tek he stocctanging moods, shapes 
rolyn Nikodym’'s review 
WALL THE CITADEL; FR, MAY 11 (7PM 


JE Bradley Moss, 
niel Giverin star in Roy 
four people all 


1emselves in Montréal. 
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SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
‘Suitable for younger children) Fri-Sat 6:50, 
9:25; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat-Sun 1:30 


DISTURBIA (14A) Fri-Sat 9:05; Sun-Thu 8:00 


Cinema 12: 9633-99 St, 
463-5481 


TMNT (PG) Sst-Sun 11:00; Daily 1:10, 3:05, 
5:15, 7-20, 9:35; late night show 11:45; Kids 
Kabin Fever: 1:10 


THE LOOKOUT (144, coarse language) Sat- 
‘Sun 11:35; Daily 2:00, 4:30, 7:25, 9:50; late 
night show 12:00 


THE HOAX (144, coarss language) Sat-Sun 
11:05; Daily 1:35, 4:05, 7:00, 9:30; late night 
show 11:55 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes not 
recommended for young children) Sat-Sun 
11:40; Dally 2:05, 4:20, 7:40, 10:05; late night 
show 12:15 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten younger 
children) Sat-Sun 11:25; Dally 1:40, 4:15, 
7-10, 9:25; late night show 11:40 


SHARKWATER (PG, disturbing content) Sat- 
Sun 11:30; Dally 1:15, 3:10, 5:05, 7:50, 10:15; 
late night show 12:20 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Sat- 
Sun 11:45; Daily 2:10, 4:35, 7:15, 9:20; late 
night show 11:25 


(GHOST RIDER (14A) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily: 
1:55, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15; late night show 11:35 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Sat-Sun 11:10; 
Daily 1:30, 4:00, 7:05, 9:40; late night show 
12:10 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (14A) Sat-Sun 11:05; 
Daily 1:50, 5:10, 7:45, 10:00; late night show 
1210 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Sat-Sun 
11:50; Dally 2:20, 4:50, 7:30, 9:45; late night 
show 11:50 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Sat-Sun 11:20; 

Daily 1:45, 5:00, 7:35, 9:55; late night show 
12:05 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


TMNT (PG) Sat-Sun 11:05; Daily 1:10, 3:10, 
5:05, 7:10, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:35; Kids 
Kabin Fever; 1:10 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes not 
recommended for young children) Sat-Sun 
11:20; Daily 1:40, 4:35, 7:20, 9:40; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


THE LOOKOUT (144A, coarse language) Sat- 
Sun 11:40; Daily 2:10, 4:25, 6:50, 9:10; Fri-Sat 
late show 11:20 


~ THE HOAX (144, coarse language) Sat-Sun 
11:10; Dally 1:35, 4:20, 6:55, 9:35; Fri-Sat late 
show 11:50 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten younger 
children) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 2:00, 4:10, 
7:00, 9:25; Fri-Sat late show 11:25 


‘THE REAPING (14<, frightening scenes) Sat- 
‘Sun 10:50; Daily 1:25, 4:15, 7:15, 9:45; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:05 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 
1:30, 4:30, 7:05, 9:30; Fri-Sat late show 12:00 


ZODIAC (14A, violence) Daily 1:15, 4:25, 7:40; 
Fri-Sat late show 11:10 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory 
scenes) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:55, 4:50, 7:25, 
9:45; Fri-Sat lata show 12:10 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Sat-Sun 
19:35; Daily 2:05, 4:55, 7:15, 9:20; Fri-Sat late 
show 11:30 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Sat-Sun 
11:30;Dallly 1:45, 4:40, 7:30, 9:50; Fri-Sat late 
show 11:55 


‘ 10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


- SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 


recommended for young children) no passes 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 12:30, 3:10, 3:40, 6:30, 7,00, 


9:30, 10:00; Mon-Thu 12:00, 12:30, 3:10, 
3:40, 6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Delly 
12:10, 3:00, 6:40 

CIVIC DUTY (14A) Daily 9:25 

GEORGIA RULE (144, mature themes, sexual 
Content) Daily 12:20, 3:20, 6:50, 9:40 
FRACTURE (14A) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12:50, 
4:20, 6:45, 9:20; Sun 4:20, 6:45, 9:20 


NEXT (14A) Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7:40, 
10;10; Mon 1:10, 4:10, 10:10. 


28 WEEKS LATER (18A, gory scenes) Daily 
1:00, 3:50, 7:10, 9:50 


HOT FUZZ (144, gory scenes, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 12:40, 3:30, 7:20, 10:10 


THE EX (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for children) Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:30, 
10:05 


WAITRESS (PG, sexual content, mature 
themes) sneak preview Sun 2:00 


NEXT (14A) Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:20, 6:40, 9:00; 
Mon-Wed 3:20, 6:40, 9:00; Thu 3:20, 6:40 


DISTURBIA (14A) Fri-Sun 1:20, 3:30, 7:10, 
9:45; Mon-Thu 3:30, 7:10, 9:45 


HOT FUZZ (14A, gory scenes, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 9:20 

LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Fri-Sun 
1:50, 4:20, 6:50; Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:50 


THE EX (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for children) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 7:15, 
9:10; Mon-Thu 4:10, 7:15, 9:10 


28 WEEKS LATER (184, gory scenes) Fri-Sun | 


1;30, 4:00, 7:30, 9:40; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:30, 
9:40 

GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme, sexual 
content) Fri-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 7:20, 9:50; Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 7:20, 9:50 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) no passes 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 12:30, 1:30, 3:15, 3:45, 4:45, 
6:30, 7:00, 8:30, 9:30, 10:00; Mon-Thu 3:45, 
4:45, 6:30, 7:00, 8:30, 9:30, 10:00, 3:15 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 


28 WEEKS LATER (184. gory scenes, no 
passes) Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:35, 7:20, 10:20; 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:20 


GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme, sexual 
content) no passes, Fri-Sun 12:55, 4:10, 7:30, 
10:25; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:25 


THE EX (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for children) Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:55, 
7:25, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:15 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) no passes, 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 12:15, 12:30, 3:00, 3:25, 3:45, 
6:30, 6:50, 7:15, 9:45, 10:05, 10:30; Mon-Thu 
6:30, 6:50, 7:15, 9:45, 10:05, 10:30 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Fri-Sun 
3:20, 6:40; Mon-Thu 6:40 


THE INVISIBLE (14A) Daily 9:30 


FRACTURE (14A) Fri-Sun 12:50, 4: 
10:10; Mon-Thu 7:05, 10:10 

HOT FUZZ (14A, gory scenes, coarse lan- 
guage) Fri-Sun 12:35, 3:50, 6:55, 9:50; Mon- 
Thu 6:55, 9:50. 

DISTURBIA (14A) Fri-Sun 12:45, 9:40; Mon- 
Thu 9:40 b 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Fri-Sun 1:00, 
4:15, 7:00; Mon-Thu 7:00 


= GARNEAU 2) 
8712-109 St. 
433-0728 


AWAY FROM HER (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail. 
436-6977 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec- 
‘ommended for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 
7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:40, 3:55, 7:20, 9:40 


205, 7:05, 


= F a 


THE NAMESAKE (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50; Sat- 
Sun 1,00, 3:45, 6:50 

300 (18A, gory scenes) Daily 9:25 

AMAZING GRACE (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35 

IN THE LAND OF WOMEN (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, mature theme) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:50; 
‘Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:10, 6:45, 9:50 


THE INVISIBLE (14A) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:35, 7:15, 9:30 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Fri Mon- 
Thu 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:05, 7:00 

THE CONDEMNED (184, brutal violence) 
Daily 9:45 


TA RA RUM PUM (PG, sub-titled) Fri Mon- 
Thu 6:30, 8:45; Sat-Sun 3:30, 6:30, 8:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave. St. Albert, 
458-9822 
MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Sat-Sun 11:05; 
Daily 1:15, 3:15, 6:10, 7:15 


FRACTURE (14A) Daily 9:15 
DISTURBIA (14A) Daily 1:10, 3:10, 5:25, 7:35, 
9:30 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, Crude Content, Not 
recommended for young children) Sat-Sun 
11:25; Dally 1:30, 3:25, 5:20, 7:25, 9:35 


HOT FUZZ (14A, Gory Scenes, Coarse 
Language) Daily 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:40 


‘SPIDER MAN 3 (PG, Frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Sat-Sun 
11:00; Daily 1:35, 4:10, 6:50, 9:25 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St. 
Leduc, 

986-2728 
SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 6:45, 
9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:40 
LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Dally 
7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 
DISTURBIA (14A) Daily 9:25; Sat-Sun 3:25 
GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme, sexual 
content) Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Dally 7:00; Sst- 
Sun 12:55, 3:20 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Daily 9:00 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 


Camrose, 
780-608-2144 


GEORGIA RULE (144, mature themes, sexual 
content) Daily 7:00, 9:05; Sat Sun Tue 2:05 


SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended tor young children) Daily 7:30; 
Sat Sun Tua 1:50 


HOT FUZZ (144A, gory scenes, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 6:55 9:15 *Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 


PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Daily 7:05 9:20; 
Sat Sun Tue; 2:10 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Dally 
6:50, 9:10; Sat Sun Tue 1:55 


E GROVE 


‘SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Fri-Sat 7:30; 
Sun 2:00 


| METRO CINEMA 
9628-101A Ave, Cadel Theatre, 425-8212 


ROYA CROSS SHORTS (STC) Fri 7:00; Sat 
9:00 

SO FARAWAY ADN BLUE (STC) Fri 9:00; Sur 
9:00 


GOLDEN BALL (STC) Sat 7:00; Sun 7:00; 
Sun 7:00; Mon 7:00, 9:00 
BETTER THAN CHOCOLATE (184 sexual 
content) Mon 7:00 

GUY MADDIN’S CAREFUL (1 4A, disturbing 
scenes) Thu 7:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


732-2223 
28 WEEKS LATER (18A, gory scenes) no 
passes, Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:40 


GEORGIA RULE (144, mature theme, sexual 
content) no passes, Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:50, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:40; Tue 3:50, 6:50, 9:40; Star 
and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


THE EX (PG, coerse language, not recom- 

mended for children) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:30, 
2:50, 5:30, 7:50, 10:20; Tue 2:50, 5:30, 7:50, 
10:20; Star and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


DELTA FARCE (PG, language may offend, not 
recommended for children) Daily 2:10, 5:20, 
8:10, 10:35 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenss, not 
recommended for young chilkiren) no passes) 
Fri-Sun 11:45, 12:15, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, 3:00, 
3:30, 4:15, 4:45, 5:15, 6:15, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 
8:30, 9:30, 10:15, 10:45; Mon-Thu 11:45, 
12:15, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, 3:00, 3:30, 4:15, 
4:45, 5:15, 8:15, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:20, 9:30, 
10:15 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarss language) Daily 
12:40, 3:40, 6:40 


NEXT (14A) Daily 10:10 
THE INVISIBLE (14A) Daily 9:20 


FRACTURE (144) Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 
10:00 


HOT FUZZ (144, gory scenes, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:35, 10:30 


DISTURBIA (14A) Daily 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Dally 12:20, 
2:40, 5:00, 7:40 


Le PRINCESS 
10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


YEAR OF THE DOG (PG) Daily 7:00, 9:00; 
Sat-Sun 2:00 


RADIANT CITY (PG) Daily 9:20; Sat-Sun 3:36 


THE LIVES OF OTHERS (14A) Dally 6:50; 
Sat-Sun 1:00 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 
SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scanes, not 
recommended for young children) no passes, 
digital Fri-Sat 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 1:39, 3:00, 
3:45, 4:30, 6:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:30, 9:30, 
10:00, 10:30, 11:30; Sun 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 
1:30, 3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:30, 
9:30, 10:00, 10:30; Daily 12:30, 4:00, 7:30, 
10:45; Mon-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 1:30, 3:00, 3:45. 
4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:30, 9:30, 10:00, 
10:30 
‘SPIDER-MAN 3: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(PG, frigntening scenes, not recommended for 
young children, no passes, digital) Fri-Sun 
11:00, 2:00, 5:00, 8:00, 11:00; Mon-Thu 
12:15, 3:30, 6:45, 9:50 


GEORGIA RULE (144, mature theme, sexual 
content) no passes, digital Fri-Tue Thu 1:40, 
4:20, 6:50, 9:40; Wed 1:00, 4:20, 6:50, 8:40 


28 WEEKS LATER (184, gory scenes) no 
passas, digital Daily 1:20, 4:50, 7:45, 10:15 


DISTURBIA (14A, cigital) Daily 12:50, 4:15, 
7:20, 10:10 


HOT FUZZ (14A, gory scenes, coarse lan- 
Quage) digital Daily 12:40, 3:50, 7:10, 9:50 
MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) digita) Daily 
12:10 

900 (18A, gory scanes) digital Dally 4:40, 7:50. 
10:40 


FRACTURE (14A) digital Daily 1:10, 4:10, 
7:40, 10:20 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) digital Fri 
Tue 12:20, 9:20, 6:40, 9:20; Wed 1:00, 3:20, 
9:20; Thu 12:20, 3:20, 9:20 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 
28 WEEKS LATER (184, gory scenes) no 
passes, Daily 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20 


GEORGIA RULE (144, mature theme, sexual 
content. no passes) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1:15, 
4:10, 6:50, 9:40; Tus 4:10, 6:50, 9:40; Star 
‘and strollers screening; Tus 1:00 
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AWAY FROM HER (PG. coarse language) 
Daily 1:10, 3:50, 6:40, 9:20 


DELTA FARCE (PG, language may otlend, not 
recommended for chikdren) Deily 12-20, 
5:10, 7:40, 10:15 


THE EX (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for chidren) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 2:10, 
4:50, 7:15, 9:50; Tue 4:50, 7:15, 9:50; Star 
and Strollers screening: Tue 1;00 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) no p 
Fri-Sat 11:30, 12:00, 12:30, 1:00, 1 
8:00, 3:30, 4:00, 420, 5:00, 5:30, 6:20, 7 
7:20, 8:00, 8:20, 9:00, 10:00, 1030, 10:45 
11,00: Sun * 1:30, 12:00, 12:30, 1:00, 1:30, 
2,00, 3°00, 3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, 5:30, 6:30, 
7-00, 7-30, 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 10:00, 10-30, 
10:45; Mon-Thu 12:00, 12-20, 1:00, 1:30. 
2:00, 3:00, 3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, 5: 
7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:20, 9:00, 10:00, 10 
10:45 


0, 


NEXT (14A) Daily 5:45, 8:10, 10:40 


FRACTURE (14A) Daily 12:40, 3:40. 6:4! 
9:30 


HOT FUZZ (14A, gory scenes 
guage) Dally 1:50, 4:45, 


DISTURBIA (144) Daily 1:20, 4:40, 7:20, 
10:10 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 1:40. 
4:20, 7:10, 8:45 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daly 12:50, | 
3:20 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, m 
young children) Fri 5:10, 7-2¢ 
12:40, 2:55, 5:10, 7:20, 
9:30 


TMNT (PG) Fri 4:40, 6:45, 9°10; 
12:45, 2:40, 4:40, 6:45, 9:10; Mi 
9:10 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten y 
Children) Fri 5:00, 7:15, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1 
2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:25; Mon-Thu 7:15 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (164 brulal vo- 
lence, gory scenes) Fri 4:45, 7:30, 9:50; Sat- 
Sun 1:15, 4:45, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:30, 
9:50 


SHARKWATER (PG, disturbing content) Fr 
4:50, 7:19, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 2:50, 4:50, 
7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40 


GHOST RIDER (144) Fri 4:30, 7:00, 9:20 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7-00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7. 
9:20 


ZODIAC (14A, violence) Fri S:15, 9:90; Sat- 
Sun 1:30, 5:15, 9:00; Mon-Thu 9:00 

THE NUMBER 23 (14. violence, gory 

5) Fi Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:00 
9:45, 6:40, 9:45 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE _| 


111 Ave. Groat Rd. 
455-8726 
SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG. frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children, no passes} 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:35 
6:45, 9:45 


GEORGIA RULE (174A mature there, sana! 
content) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05, $35; Sat-Sun 
1:15, 345, 7:05, 9:35 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse isnquegs} Fri Mon: 
Thu 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:40, 7:10, 


FRACTURE (144) Fri Mon-Thu 6:58 
$20, &55, 9:30; Sun 12:30, § 


12:30, 


| _ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1). 780-352-3922 
SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, ot 
recommended for young children) Daly 6:45, 
9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:40 
LUCKY YOU (PG. coarse lenguage) Daily 
7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 


DISTURBIA (144) Daily 9:25; Sat-Sun 3:25 


GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme, sexual 
content) Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20 


IN THE LAND OF WOMEN (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, mature theme) Daily 7:05, 9:25; Sat 
Sun 1:05, 3:25 


wuewemay 4 


THESDANDY{WARHOLS 


MAY 30 | EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


GERERAL ADMISSION - DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 Pi 
ticketmasterca 451-8000 
TICRETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES BLACKBYRD, & LISTEN 


CONVOCATION HALL - U OF A CAMPUS 
with AMY SEELEY : ars BROOK {of AA Sound System) 


PRESENTED BY JCL PRODUCT 
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TAP / 47 


DOWN THE HATCH / 52 (ERIE 


LEFUZZ/53 | Sir 


They shouted play that 
soulful music, white boy 


JOEL KELLY / joel!@vueweekly.com 

eter Elkas has a slightly 
Pimarssin secret: he isn’t 

the biggest fan of Bob Dylan. 
But don’t tell Charlie Sexton, the pro- 
ducer of Elkas’s new record. Sexton 
spent the late ‘90s playing guitar in 
what was arguably one of Dylan's 
best road bands. 

“It's kind of shameful in a way 
because I’m a peripheral Bob Dylan 
fan,” Elkas admits. “I think there’s a 
lot of other people that would be pick- 
ing Charlie's brain more that I did.” 

That being said, Elkas happily 
acknowledges the role Sexton played 
in crafting his sophomore release, 
entitled Wall of Fire. Elkas explains 
that the record melds his influences of 
classic soul, such as Sam Cooke and 
Bill Withers, with Sexton’s hardnosed 
determination not to go where so 
many well-intentioned white perform- 
ers had gone before. 

“Any time I mentioned the word 


USIC 


SAT, MAY 12 (6 PM) 


= 

= | PETER ELKAS 
coe | WITH JDEL PLASKETT EMERGENCY 
| STARLITE ROOM, $17.50 


‘soul’, he kind of cringed,” Elkas 
laughs. “Where [Sexton] comes from, 
there's a lot of bad white-guy soul 
music.” 

However, he adds that as he 
improves as a guitar player and 
singer, the soul part keeps emerging. 


ELKAS’S SOULFUL INFLUENCES may 


come as a surprise to fans of his first 
solo album, Party of One. As the title 
implies, it was intended as a solo act, 
something that he is all too happy to 
leave behind him with his new efforts. 

“The main reason | play music is to 
socialize with other people,” he says 
of his band, nicknamed The Elka- 
holics. “When you go out on tour with 
a band, you sort of feel like you 


shouldn't be having that much fun. |( 
can get sort of naughty.” 

Wall of Fire also signifies anothe! 
shift away from the Party of One da) 
As Elkas explains, many of the 
songs came out of jumping from on 
relationship to the next one. 

“To be quite honest, finding a ne“ 
relationship is what happened in ™) 
life,” he says. “It's a record about tran 
sition.” 

That sense of transition already ha 
Elkas looking forward to what come: 
next. 

"The record has been done for 4 
while, and now it's starting already | 
feel a little sappy to me,” he admits 
“Vil be moving away from that in th 
future. I'm proud of the stuff that !'™ 
doing, and | think there's an audienc' 
out there that will like it. 

“I'm very patient,” he continues 
have been doing this for a long '™* 
and I know how the game goes. | !©° 
like I'm barely beginning.” ¥ 


d then the guards poked - 


cCuaig in the bagpipes 


5 MCLEOD / tanis@vueweekly.com 


MicCuaig’s name- 
jcalist and bagpiper 


nnn! aig 
& at the border kept poking at 
, pagpipes and giving me strange 
oks, until | played a couple of 
ongs to convince them that the 
sopipes really are a musical 
strument.” 

That might just be a theme for 
icCuaig—convincing people, that is. 
st he had to convince his previous 
nd that the bagpipes worked with 
nck music. (The members of the 
urrent band—guitarist Curt Bes- 
tte, bassist Darwin Reddekopp and 
iummer Curt Romanick—embraced 
e bend-bagpipe-notes-to-a-rock- 
ound concept right away and have 
een together for eight years.) 

Then there are the audiences that 
spect a traditional maritime/Celtic 
ound from McCuaig. The band 
hembers say that it’s as if audiences 
ar with their eyes: they see Johnny 
n stage in his kilt, and already have 
eir minds made up that the bag- 
pes and rock don’t mix. 

Then there's this transition,” says 
jomanick, “where you can see that 
ey're working out in their heads 
iat it’s working. We win them over.” 

And, sometimes the musicians 
wen have to convince themselves 
hat they deserve the attention 

eyve garnered, and the following 

y've built first in Canada and now 

Mexico, where they jammed with 

mpet player Luis Gasca of San- 
ana and Janis Joplin fame. 


THAT'S WHERE vita, their fitth album, 


omes in. Band members feel it’s a 
ore mature offering for their fans. 
hey've grown together as a group, 
Nol just as musicians but as friends, 


SAT, MAY 12.0 PM) 


ay 
=) 
ee WITH FUNKAFEEWYA 
co VOWTHE ROLKS, $10 


and they took more time in creating 
this CD. 

“It’s a reflection of where we've 
been, events we've all been 
through,” McCuaig says, Romanick 
vocally agreeing. 

For example, “Neverland” is a true 
story, although the bandmates are 
hesitant to divulge all of the facts 


regarding the song’s writing. 

“Let's leave it at that," McCuaig 
jokes. “Those who are real close to 
us will recognize it and those who 
don’t—well, it will keep them guess- 
ing.” 

In the end, the band may have 
outlasted the skeptics who labelled it 
as a novelty that wouldn't last, but 
McCuaig says that he never con- 
cerned himself with them much in 
the first place. “They never knew 
what they were talking about,” he 
says. “We don’t worry about con- 
vincing them.” w 


OH SUSANNA LIVE 


Friday May 11th 
The Velvet Undergroun 


f 


Performing songs ¢ 
from her new record 
Short Stories 


Short Stories is a dramatic and compelling collection of song: 


c L 4 Po ree a > | 
Sharing personal fables of heroes and antiheroes, it is wrapped iy 


in a beauty that both entertains and gives the listener room to roa 


Megatunes 


I 
fF 


« 
Also performing’ a Megatunes 
Sideshow on Friday May 11th @ 4PM 


PREVUE / SAT, MAY 12 (9 PM) / COPILOTS / EDDIE SHORTS Vancouver's Copilots 


indulge in a welcome combination of tightly structured songs—it's not that there's no 
space in them, but rather that there are no wasted notes—and the urgency that arises 
when a group explores its sonic canvas without fear. This is a rock band at heart, for 
sure, with vocals that drag and stretch against the grain, but the melodies are, well, a 
little poppy—in a good way—and the musicians don't bury their chords beneath a wall 
of distortion. Instead, the guitars on songs like “Atavistic” and “As You Are” are 
brushed with a touch of grunginess, but not so much that notes and melodies are sacri- 
ficed. Surprises abound in the construction of the songs, too; the airy pop of “In the 
Way” rolls into some glimpses of freak-out jazz riffing, with trumpet courtesy of JP 
Carter—who himself just happens to be performing in Edmonton with his duo Carsick 
over at the Yardbird Suite on May 11—1ight before it slips into a smooth melady tha 
carries the song to its conclusion. Copilots is that tao rare type of band that knows the 
Way around an instrument, but can also compose an engaging song witlwut sounding 
like the music is being over-thought. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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ek Ke ek KX newcitycompoundxcom 
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AND 
yuKEBOX sHOe 


DOORS AT 8PM 
WO a 


BITCH! BITCH! 7 


DIDERYISH guce INDIE. ELECTRO: -NSANITYY 
J FROMIN INNER SPACE / 
Thar's Rav ) 


| 
i 
=~ / , eam CHEAP PORN & NO ce 
} ane we B4 Im) 
Cag 4 a when I grow up 
* te I want to help smash 
the white racist, A 
homophobic, 
patriarchal, 
bullshit paradigm too! 


OR, foming RR THE RAVEONETTES 
Re GREEN WITH ENVY NEW MODEL ARMY 


THE ELIXXXIRS FABLO DISCOBAR ae ans 


You a Fist Full 


ir ft Ch CMON gs PREDD EAGLE AMOR SECO. FUNNIEST COMEDIANS! 


UB for more info BIG JOHN BH’ i | FULL MENU / FULL TABLE SERVICE 
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BAYAN BIATLES / bryan @vueweekly.com 
don’t know if I’ve said this before 
or not, but if you ask me, being a 
DJ would be the sweetest job in 
the world. You fly around with just a 
suitcase full of records, see strange 
and exotic places and basically get 
paid to party and create the equiva- 
t of a live mixtape every night. 
1 party and make mixtapes and 
nobody gives a shit about me, but 
en Arizona native Z-Trip comes to 
town, people are going to wear out 
the bottoms of their shoes dancing to 
eclectic set. 

“I've found the crowd of people that 
come out to see me do my thing are 
the most open minded people musi- 
cally—I'm really fortunate for that,” he 
of his audience. “If you get that 
crowd and me in the same room 
nere’s no way to contain that energy.” 


It's time to catch some Z-Trip 


THU, MAY 17 (9 PM) 
P 


WITH DEGREE AGENT ORANGE, 
ECHO AND SHORTROUND, SWEETZ 
STARLITE ROOM, $25 


PREVUE 


Z-Trip has been at the decks for a 
long time and is often credited as the 
founder of mashups—songs which 
take the vocal melody of one track, 
the instrumental track of another and 
juxtapose them into something new. 
Z-Trip himself prefers to stay modest 
and deflect the credit to other DJs but, 
when pressed, will admit he was 
involved. 

“I'm probably the first person to 
really establish it, but I didn’t create 
it,” he says. “We used to call them 
blends. I still refer to them as blends, 
but people needed to name it to put it 
into a category.” 


Z-TRIP WAS EAGER to discuss the up- 
and-coming bands in Edmonton that 
he could work into his set to push the 
crowd over the edge, as well as his 
memories from the last few times he 
was here. 

“Il remember having a fucking great 
time last time I was there, people 
were really open minded and into it,” 
he says, “I can't stay away from a 
place like Edmonton too long because 
that’s where I might get my next 
inspiration. It’s like Arizona—nobody 
comes to Arizona because it’s a fuck- 
ing desert, so we had to create our 
own scene. That's what I think 
Edmonton is like.” 

The DJ is well aware that signifi- 
cant differences do exist between this 
country and his own home, however, 
saying about his own name, “I guess 
it would be Zed-Trip for you guys.” v 


PREVUE / FRI, MAY 11 el Fy / DUSTIN 
BENTALL / WITH THE DEEP DARK WOODS, 
eH SUSANNA / VELVET UNDERGROUND, 

10 “it’s all about the songs, and just the 
way the whole business is changing these 
days,” Dustin Bentall says about his vision 
for his future in music. “Everyone's giving the 
‘fuck you’ to the big fuckin’ head honchos 
and what not, and it’s all going so independ- 


ent that we can do this as long as we're 


patient with this. We're not out there just 


trying to land a quick fix deal. We want to be 
patient and get the right thing.” It looks like 
Bentall’s patience is paying off and the right 
thing might just be coming along. He 
released his debut album, Streets With No 
Lights, last year and came through Edmonton 
on a bill with Ridley Bent and Cameron 
Latimer, but now the album has been picked 
up for distribution by Fontana North and 
J Bentall is heading back this way to headline 
a proper CD release show. He'll be bringing 
his gritty, alt-country songwriting to the 
stage, Kicking up some dust and providing a 
welcome gateway into a warmer time of 
year. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


MUSIC 


7 DANNY MICHE 


& ICL PRODUCTIONS — 
UPCOMING EVENT LisTiNGs: * 


THURSDAY MAY 10 


ARTS & CRAFTS ARTISTS... 


APOSTLE OF HUSTLE 


W/ KRIS GLABUSH AND HILLS LIKE W 
VELVET UNDERGROUND {DOORS @ 8 reas 


THURSDAY MAY 10 


LEGENDARY CANADIAN PUNK ROCKERS... 


TEENAGE HEAD 


W/ THE MARK BIRTLES PROJECT & THE B-MOVIES 
STARLITE ROOM {DOORS @ 8 PM, TIX $19} 


ADV TIX AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, FREECLOUD, & TICKETMASTER 


SATURDAY MAY 12 


JOEL PLASKETT EMERGENCY 


W/ PETER ELKAS - STARLITE ROOM {DOORS @ 8 PM, TIX $19} 


ADV TIX AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, MEGATUNES & TICKETMASTER 


THURSDAY MAY 17 


W/AMY SEELY & * 
AYLA BROOK (AA SOUNDSTSTEM) 


CONVOCATION HALL, U OF A CAMPUS {DOORS @ 7 PM, ALL AGES} 


ADV TIX AVAILABLE AT BLACKGYRD, LISTEN, MEGATUNES & TICKETMASTER 


THURSDAY MAY 17 Ba 
Zz STARLITE ROOM {DOORS @ 9 PM} 
ay R a Ee ADV TIX AVAIL AT BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, FOOSH, 
COLOURBLIND, SOULAR & TICKETMASTER 
SATURDAY JUNE 9 FRG asa 


CHOKE - FINAL SHOW! 


W/ GHOSTS OF MODERN MAN, FRACTAL PATTERN, E TOWN BEATDOWN, HILLS HAVE EYES 
STARLITE ROOM {DOORS @ 8 PM} 


ADV TIX AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, FREECLOUD & TICKETMASTER 


SATURDAY JUNE 23 


LAST GANG ARTISTS 


MOTHER MOTHER 


W/ D.B. BUXTON & GUESTS © VELVET UNDERGROUND {DOORS @ 8 PM, TIX $10} 


SUNDAY JUNE 24 


K RECORDING ARTIST FROM OLYMPIA, WA 


CALVIN JOHNSON =: 
‘JULIE DOIRON 


W/ FIELD & STREAM © LISTEN RECORDS 


ALL AGES EARLY SHOW (DOORS @ 6 PM, SHOW AT 6:30} 


FRIDAY JUNE 29 


DESTROYER | 


W/ THE HYLOZOISTS & OHBIOU 


AT THE STARLITE ROOM TIX ON SALE MAY 10 AT 1OAM 


BRENTOLIVER JCL 


TAPRODUCTIONSE 


way 10-MAY 16,207 wwreweeay 47 


SMAY.17. 2007 


€DMONON EVENT ENIAE 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 


fl“ LNDONON CIENT CCNTRS 


#2556 8982-170 ST. {WEST EDM MALLS ~ 409-SHOW 
EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA 


CA ORTAOUND & €cHo 
_AGENT ORANGE =SWEeTZ 


TICKETS AT SOULAR, BLACKBYRD, FOOSH, COLOURBLIND, LISTEN, TREEHOUSE 
Z TICKETMASTER SORRY MO MINORS DOORS AT 9PM w VUE 
10030-10257 INFO:428-STAR WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 

A IAEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK The ‘fistful of 
dynamite’ tour. Set Your Goals, 
Daggermouth, No Trigger, Hostage Life, 
Mapping The Escape, The Johnsons; all 
ages event; 5:30pm (doors); $12 (day 
‘of}/$10 (adv) at Avenue Skatepark, The 
Acoustic Drum Shop, Listen 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 9pm 
BLIND PIG Moosehead Thursdays: New: 
Age open stage: Spm-lam 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE David Celis. Joan 
Besen: Bpm: $15 {adv/$17 (door) 


(CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Opon 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wyniters every Tue: 9pm, 


BUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by Brian 
Petch 


EDDIE SHORTS Open stage and band 
showcase hosted by rock ‘n* roll Kenny 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Finger 
Eleven (rock/alt 7pm (doork all ages 
event) bckets available at TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria; 8pm 
HULBERT'S Thursday night singer- 
ter, roots, blues, and folk night: 


songerwnil 
Lara Yule Singh and Alexia Malnychuk; 
‘8pm; no cover 


‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, 
no cover, 8pm. 


SJAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam: 7- 
Vipm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open stage 
with The Paster Boys (pop/rock/bives), 
8:30pm-12:30am 


PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence light jazz piano) 


ME LAZERTE SCHOOL THEATRE The 
Show Must Go On; LaZerte concert band, 
jazz band, and choir; 7pm; $2 


WORTH GLENORA HALL Jam hosted by 
the Wild Rosa Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 
7-10pm 


OBYRNE'S Sou) Best Revival 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE Bob 
Noxious, Left Nutt: 3pm: $5 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Teenage Head, The 
Mark Birtles Project, The B-Movies; 8pm 
(door $19 at Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Freecloud, TicketMaster 


URBAN ON WHYTE Bob 
Nowous, Left Nutt 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Apostie of 
Hustle, Hills like White Elephants, Kris 
Glabush and the Starlight Tour; 8pm; $12 
(doorl/$10 (adv at Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Magatunes 


WALD WEST SALOOW Brett Berrow 
ZEMARTS Terry Jorden (piano}; 7-Spm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip hop, 
lounge, electro with DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapsck 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thursdays. 
DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest with 
Mis Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich Thursday 
top 40, country 


FEVER Dubfire (Deep Dish), Fadde Le 
Grande (Holland), Paul Woolford (UKI; 
Dubfire Deep Dish: Taipe! GUS1; Main 
Room: Dubfire, Deep Dish, Paul Woolford, 
Lule Morrison; VIP Room: Fedde Le 
Grande, Nestor Delano, Hector Castro, 
$20 at Foosh, Colourblind, Alexis WEM, 
Yess Hair, Treehouse Records, Fever 
TicketMaster, more at door 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock Bingo 
with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Lodies Nite: Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Urban Substance Sound Crew 


Invinceable, Touch It, Lady Vishus, hosted 
by KWAME 


AS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens: Ipm 


(NEW CITY | Love "80s Thursdays: Spm 
(door), no cover 


OM THE ROCKS Salsaholic Thursdays: 
Dance lessons at Bpm; Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AMD TAPROOM 
SOUTH Retro to New: classic mck, RAG. 


urban snd danes with DJ Mikeo; Spm- 
‘2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, alectro house spun by 
Pi residents 


RED STAR Femmo Fatale: rock, pop, hip 
‘hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorpeous: festuring hostess 
Dr. Lexced Tronic, Drag Kings and Queens. 
burlesque and rotating game shows, 
bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD D.) Danny Howells (UK), 
Tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET NRMLS 
WLCM; DU Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
‘ut, 8pm (door); $7 cover 


WUNDERBAR (J Jazzy Chis: no cover 


CONVOCATION HALL The Penderecki 
‘Quartet; Spm; $15 (adult)/$10{stu- 
dent/senior) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, William Eddins 
(conductor), Martin Riseley (violin), Susan 
‘Marie Pierson (soprano), John 

MacMaster (tenor), Gary Relyea (bass), 
Richard Eaton Singers; 7pm: $23-$64 at 
Winspear bax office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky Friday 
Funky breaks, funky house, funky tunes 
with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with Duls and 
occasional international special quest DJ 


BAR-B-BAR [)) James; no cover 


PREVUE / SAT, MAY 12(7 PM) / TO THE TEETH/TO THE 
HILT / PARKDALE-CROMDALE HALL, $10 (ALL AGES) 
This is being billed as the last ttt/tth show ever, but I could 
have sworn | was at the previous last ttt/tth show ever. 


Except it was in Calgary. 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVIATION AIR HANGAR Night Of 
Artists: Lara Yule Singh, Alexia 
Melnychuk. Soul Jatyah; $30 {doorl/$25 
(adv) available at TIX on the Square, 
Megatunes 

ANOS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights: 
Christine Schmolke; Bpm; no cover 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Ron Rault and 
friends; 8:30prrc $10 (advi/$12 (door) 
CASINO EDMONTON Brisn Bum 
{pop/rock} 

(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock) 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Brand 
New, Anathallo (rock/altt al! ages event, 
7pm (door); $23-$26 at TicketMaster 
FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria: 9pm $5 
FRESH START Floating Crowbers 


HULBERT'S Thom Bennett Trio (jazz): 
8pm; no cover 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Oveling Pianos, 
no cover, Spm 


JAMBAERS PUB Country/rock band; 9- 
Zam 


JEFFREYS CAFE Haxpe Jazz featuring 
Terry McDade (Caltic jazz, harp), Don 
Bradshaw (bass), Dan Staskun (drums); 
8pm, $10 
JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
Ipop/rock!; 9:30pm 

PIANO BAR Gretam 
Lawrence (light jazz piano) 
LA CITE FRANCOPHONE Lo Fuzz (CD 
release party), Firefly Theatre, Maria 
Dunn, Jos! Lavoie; Spm, $20/$30 twith a 
CD) at Earth’s General Store, Acoustic 
Music, Le Carrefour 
THE LEGAL HOTEL-LEGAL Siowbum 
(blves/rockl: 230pm-1:30am 
MEGATUNES SideShows: Oh Susanna 
(acoustic performance); 4pm, free 
MORWOOD LEGION The Uptown Folk 
Club: Jim and Jan Baker 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN 
Granny Dynamitn; Spm: $5 {door} 


OM THE ROCKS Lier with DJ Shawnibis 
OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 
Marshall Lawrence (blues), Spm 
TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Dwayne 
Cannan 

OME ON WHYTE/URBAN 

Granny Dynamite; Spm; $5 (door) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Doop Dark 
Woods, Dustin Bentall, Oh Suzanna; 8pm: 
$10 (door) 

(WILD WEST SALOON Brett Barrow 
YARDBIRD SUITE Tony Wilton 
Solo/Carsick Duo; 8pm fdoorl: Spm 


(show) $12 (member\/$16 (guest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Ds spin on 
the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid line- 
up, no cover before 10pm 

DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletaly anonymous, totally addictive 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
70s progressive rock, disco, and electron- 
ic Indie with Joel Reboh 

ESMERALDA’S DJ) Jimmy Friday; 8pm 
(door) 

FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip hop, reg- 
(932, reggaeton and mash-up 

FLUID LOUNGE Fridays Neon Lights: 
hosted by Connected Entertainment 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Demian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


USIC WEEKLY 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
‘Marengue-Bachata-House+ fon 
Urban-Old School with DJ Spl 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deop House! with Friday res\- 
dent OJ Luke Morrison 


request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight 

STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People's DU 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Flashtrack 
house/hard with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, guests; 1-7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays: 
Edmonton Police security on site all night 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and OJ Toma: no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVIATION AIR HANGAR Ellen 
Mellwaine and Cassius Khan, Kristilyn 
Robertson; $30 (doorl/$25 (adv) at TIX on 
the Square 

BAMBOLED LATIN LOUNGE DJ Fox! 
Rox, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose Jose; tree 
dance classed (8:30-10pm) 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: Jane Hawley; 4-6 pm; no cover 
acoustic every Saturday aftemoon 


BLIND PIG PUB Backfire (blues/roots) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Singin’ their Songs: 
Rob Heath, Gordie Matthews, Samantha 
Schultz; 8pm; $12 {advi/$15 {day of) 


CASINO EDMONTON Brian Burn 
(pop/rock) 

(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock) 


PUB Slowbum 
{blues/rock); Spm-1am 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, all 
ages: 2-pm 


EDDIE SHORTS Splendour: Rockabilly 
show 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Clavoria; 9pm; $5 
‘START Jan Baker 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sst top 
rap groups; Spm 


HULBERT'S Thom Bennett Trio (jazz): 
8pm; no cover 


PREVUE / MON, MAY 14— SAT, MAY 16 (9 PM) / STEVE 
MARRINER / BLUES ON WHYTE Did you know that some 
people consider the harmonica to be a true instrument? Yeah, 
no foolin’! 


ALD Mod Club: indie rock, new wave, 
Grit and ‘60s soul with OJ Blue Jay, 
DJ Tray D: no cover before 10pm, $5 
{after 10pm} 


WOHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with Merk 
Meny and OU Echo featuring Bailefunk, 
lectro, Booty, Ghettotech, Bmore, Juke 
and all other serious party jams, 9pm. 
(doory, $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive snd electro 
with Groovy Cuvy, OJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with OJs 
Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit and 
‘quests; no minors; Spm (door). $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/indy 
with Dus Jebus and Anarchy Adam (from 
CJSA's Your Weekly AA Meeting): G 
Whiz 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM 
SOUTH Retro to New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with OJ Mikes; Spm- 
Zam; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie rock and 
Brit pop with DJ Readymade Flyboy 


‘THE ROOST Fridays All Request Dance 
Party: with DJ Jazzy with rotating shows 
every week: $4 [membe:)/$6 (non-mem- 
ber) 


‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, 
no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Sot rday open jam, 3- 
7:30pm; country/rock band, Spm-2am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Stophon Colborne (jazz 
singer) $10 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{p00/rock): 8:30pm, 

JULLIAN'S PIANG BAR Dennis Begoray 
(piano) 

O'BYRME’S Chris Wyntors and Scott 
Peters; 3pm; no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
Granny Dynamite; 9pm; $5 (door) 

OM THE ROCKS McCuaig (CO release 
pany} with DJ Donjuan Furksfeelya. with 
the Celtic Acadamy of Edmonton 
Highland dancers, ETS Pipe and Drums; 
Spm: $10 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 
Open Jam: Hosted By Jenny Joy every 
Saturdsy, 9pm. 


STAALITE ROOM Joel Plaskett 
Emergency, Pete Elkas; 8pm (doork 
$17.50 at Blacktyrd, Megatunes, Listen, 
TicketMaster 


‘TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Dwayne 
Cannan 


MAY 10 - MAY 16, 2007 


MUSIC 


ONE OM WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
Granny Dynamite; Spm: $5 (door) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Nations) 
Frost, quests: Spm, $8 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brett Baroy, 


YARDBIAD SUITE Audrey Ochoa/Do0 
Berner ie {Tribute to the Music of 

Charles Mingus); 8pm (door), Spm (show 
$10 (memben/$14 (quest) at TicketMas: 


ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE Live bar 
dancing every Sat 10pm-lam 
a 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Vancouve 

Orpheus Male Choir, EOS Singer 

Cea $15 (adv) at TIX on the So 
joor 


STANLEY A. MILMER LIBRARY Thi. 
ATRE Chana Music Recital; neker 
abla at 429-9006 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The Maste: 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, Wil 
Eddins (conductor), Martin Ri 
‘Susan Marie Pierson (soprano), Joly 
MacMaster (tenor), Gary Relyea (bass) 
Richard Eaton Singers; 8pm: $23.54 
Winspear box office 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Seturia\: 
Top 40 with DJ Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Ds 07 
levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men 
pool and toumey, DJ Arrowcha 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven Saturd:, 
Funky house and break beat with 0. 
Bass. Femme Funk and local/interr 
= presented by NewSound 
itertainment, no minors; Spm3a 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘50 
"TOs progressive rock. disco, and ele 
ic Indie with Joel Reboh 


FLURD LOUNGE Saturdays Gone ( 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B and DJ Kwak 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soul0ut Saturdays 
Mothers’ Day Tribute 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday. 0. 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 


WEW CITY Flock 'n’ Roll/Heaven ‘nH 
fockandroll/punk/indy/newandusedcar 
with DJs Beard of Beez and Na 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The Le 
Continues... Saturday Sucks: with 0J 
Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mod Club) 


ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis and 
Donjuan 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUt 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks elects 
house spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop. 
rock, hip hop with $ Master F, 
3rd 


THE ROOST Ssturdays—Ahweys | 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) 
stairs and DJ Jazzy (New Musi 
$4 (memiber!/S$6 (non-member) 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolle 
‘Skating Disco: Top 40 request with 
of retro and disco; 1-Spm and 7pr-! 
midnight 


ups 


STOLLI'S OM WHYTE Top 40. A253 
house with People’s OJ 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthen ' 
NAG/trance/funky with Jeff Hillis, DC 
Big Daddy, STX. Tweek Yam-8am 


VELVET 

Techno to Ya, with Tryptomene, Nes’ ' 
Dave Stone (dual Tryptomene 12" rel 
party) 


\WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and Loc 
Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdoy 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


MATION AIR HANGAR Night 0! 
Artists Grande Finale Concert: Ann 
Vriend, Tri-Continental featuring Bil! 
Bourne, Slim and Lester 
‘Quitzau; 7pm (doorl/Bpm (music); $25 
(doorl/$20 {adv} at TIX on the Squere 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To Gv? 
Up: Main Floor: ee ‘soul, Motown. 
disco with DJ Red Dawn 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay; 

Mother's Day; donations 

(CROWN AMD ANCHOR PUB Ja 

every Sunday; 7pm 

EDDIE SHORTS BAR AND GRILL 

ane ‘open jam with instruments. hoe 
Taylor, Spm, no cover 

Gescereavistiesk 

jam, 4-8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted bv 
Willy and Dave every Sun, 2:30pm 


O'BYRNES Jos Bird's Irie Jam: Ope 


Erlnge: al 89a ensod aver; By 
cs ‘at TicketMaster, union 
TAPHOUSE Monday i 
Teale B20) Spe recor 


gs 
icoboret318(oo/STE Le 
i ; = = re 2 
fils Mor s 
Seven Se ee ON WHYTE WWW.THEONEONWHYTE.COM 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE fo!sr rm 
. tae a pa OL sy Mordaye with Od Perey Tonto ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC You VE 
BOTS Ai Sp Gn wh COME TO EXPECT FROM THE URBAN 


DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
poeres with Phil Got To Give It Up: 
son with Du Aled Dawn: 2-7pm_ 


0 ee 

DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 

CITY Rub A Dub Dis 
Your 


Unites 
ond Anarctyy Adam 
AA Meating): the Simpaon's st 


J ‘Open Mic Monday's: hosted 


FILTHY McHASTY’S Metal Mondays: 
with D) SWAG. 


WEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE Munch on 
‘Metal Mondays: no minors 


(O'BYRNE'S Best loca) musical talent 
with OJ Angus 


STARLITE ROOM Metric, Sebastien 
Grainger, all ae licensed event 7pm 
UT 


PREVUE / THU, MAY 17 (8 PM) / CONRAD / THE ONE ON WHYTE Didn't | already tell you 
about these jangly guys? It's like glitter for your ears 


6:30pm; all ages event with licensed beer 
gardens $45 at TicketMaster 


— 


Steve Velocity 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic: Indie 


" Te _—__ ‘STARLITE Mi 
[Rea March: 7-10pmn (door), SOU peel hate Mod ak lcs Pay vith te 
ORY CLUB Open Mic Mondays: music ‘SUITE Jam session every ts; no. cover 
comedy, Bp ‘Tue Nathan Gullette (drums); 80pm. URBAN LOUNGE/NE ON WHYTE 52 WUNDERAAR - 
{door}, Spm (show): $3 Teenagers. Late Slip, 9pm; $5 (door) fednesdays with new 
PUB House band: 330m tam; no ——————— ie OU; no cover 
CLASSICAL WALD WEST SALOON Tracy Miler__ | AFTERHOURS Y Not Wesestays 
Seton Nndey | DUS 
ai Stowbum The Lynne Si S18 a 2 BACKROOM VODKA 
Mi wynine Singers, $18 (doorl/$12 (ady) BAR Deep. 
Jit eae LIVE M USIC Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House with 
EW COMMUNITY HALL Nic and Smoov 


= VENUE 
GUIDE 


ACQUIRED TASTE TEA COMPANY 12323-102 Ave * ALBERTA AVE COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL 9210-118 Ave * ALL 
SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-1038 St (429-1655, 420-1757, 428-1414) « ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, 
St Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 
9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * AVIATION AIR HANGAR 114 St, Kingsway Ave * AXIS CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 » B 
SCENE STUDIOS 8212-104 St» BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324482 
Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 « BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-24 Ave, 433-2599 « THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 
Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9455 * BEERHUNTER PUB 7522-178 St » BEERHUNTER PUB - 
ST. ALBERT 336 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert * BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St Albert * BILLY BOB'S 
LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Pisin Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 THE 
BLACKSPOT 15120A Stony Plain Rd, 481-SPOT (7768) * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2851 * BLUES ON WHYTE 1032982 Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240-93 St» BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 » BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod 


Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CAFFREY’S 1-99 We Rd, 
Sherwood Park, 449-7468 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9457 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 
St 469-5467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * CATALYST THEATRE 8529 Gateway Blvd * CEN- 


LOUNGE IN A SWEET NEW LIVE VENUE! 


it's BOB NOXIOUS 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open mi BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stan 
DJS with Duff Robisore pm : Earoll ning ovine Wootios cine 
‘ DJ Finnegan: Spm (door) BLAcKDOG Gulch Wednesdays Main Poor Best 
Ibs 0 (gemma by BUAEKDOG FREENOUSE Big fot BUAEXDOG FREEHOUSE GimerGulch | Fides. Worst Wrecks. no cover roots 
aia Mamaia 018 sisi oh eared WoL ali Music every Wednesday with DJ Buster 
'WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE BLUES ON WHYTE Steve Marriner Friendly, live musi¢ ones a month 
fy Night Live: hosted by DA Choclt BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, D. (blues harp) BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Saxon “ SSE 
g, 0 Sweet Spm: the best of Urban's yagi! EDDIE SHORTS Open stage Sean oe ¢ ' 
ipsa Op $8 (Hoon) ESMERALDNS Top 40, country, RAB FOOLER moOsT Lite FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry “SAT | 
Ukr Ubon Lies Night with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy a as MAY | 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin and 
JEFFREYS CAFE Alfic 2: THE FOX Wind Up Wednesdays: Class: 
— ——- a Salsa music, dance lessons 8-10pm fie Zappacosta: $25 EL rata biel onsong 4 fi- A 2 | 
Night Line: hasted by OA Chocsit Bruce Mohasey (bass/kays), Greg Smith GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic ‘on wath InVinceable, Touch It, Lady Vishus 
viz. Ou Sveoatz areata of Urtwn's (gut, Sandro Dominalli (drums), Spm- Reggae music; no cover METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS The pro) Weekly Quest Dis 
entertainment NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In Metro World Beat Band with Enrique HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednosday. down- 
BIBAA Sey 0 Galiaonans | BLUES OM WHYTE Ste Marner Kraut Mod R&B, Norther Soul, ‘60s O'BYRNE'S Orvis Wynters and guests Tempo, smooth jazz with DJ Frederick WEDNESDAY 
} QUREE, blues F Sarme Nan eager Erick and 9:30pm; no caver LEBENDS PUB Hip bon/8 with OL MAYI6 EENA 
CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT Tuesday pincjcle i 
ieeesmy dam hosted by Mark Arne, SAPPHIRE BESTAURANT AND iat Laie Slip, Spm; $5 (door) . NEW CITY LIKWID LOU! 
Dale: Collins and Nos! Mackeraie LOUNGE Tapas Toessy. popular house Te Peale ou 3000 a ag 
830m beats with Du Kevin Wang PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
Acoustic Bluegrass Jam Presented by the NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and "BOs meta! 
DRUID (JASPER AVERUE) Open stage SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND sie Som copii rll Vg 
| with Oris Wynters and guest ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 Se ata ace Mm Sacaty | meer Nfstpessey 
SUBILEE AUDITORIUM Chris | request with 8 mix of retro and disoo, RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk. soul, 
i aE EpS $5350 et od athena Tpm-12 midnight RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL disco, nu jaz. reggae, hip hop with Cool —_—__——- — 
MUSI C Gay C 3! ELVE h igi Wednesday Night Live: Open stage for ‘Cunt, Yor Junior Brawn, Remo 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by Shakedown with DJ Generic, DJ oat ee oiesa G 
y Barbara May, 7} up), 8 STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
a Gary Thomas Frederick, 8pm; no cover by Barbara May, Tom ep. 80pm Feat: with Dd Nestor Delano | 
OBYANE'S Celtic Jam: with Shannon WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit an 5 
nd Punk with ‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE Incubus STOLU'S Wild Cherry: House/garage | 
a on eameee Steve Masriner Johnson and friends: 8:30pm Phillip and Bogner incubus. | with Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion with / 


iC@ONRAD 


NIGHTLIVE 


T H E qi Beeline Our 


THIS WE 


pa a 


RATT POISON 


‘TURY CASINO 13103 For Ad. 643-4000 « CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millboume Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492- 
060} « COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCIETY 8426 Gsteway Blvd * COWBOYS 10102-180 St. 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St. 472-7696 * D Oo O R S 
(CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 1011! Bellamy Hill, 492-2384 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd. 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * 
DEWEY'S LOUNGE Fower Piant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 8700-84 St, Hwy 21, Fort Saskatchewan * FACULTE SAINT JEAN AUDITORIUM 8406- P* 
9) St* FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-34 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, OPE iN @ : 
459-9663 « EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW » FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB . 
Phase 3 of WEM, 961.3117 « FIDDLER'S ROOST 6906-99 Si « FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 « FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 10031-109 Street « RST MENNONITE . y = 
(CHURCH 3650.91 St « FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 10025-105 St » FLUID LOUNGE 10888 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 » FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * ALL CORONA, JAGERMEISTER AND HIGHBALLS $3.75 
FOX 10325-109 St, 990-0880 * FRESH START CAFE Riverband Sq, 433-0623 « FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 0166-114 St, 468.4841 « 
HOTEL - GIBBONS 5010-50 Ave, 923-2401 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 
490-7259 * HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 1003784 Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-62 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8306-82 Ave, HOSTED BY 
453-6397 « HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (435-1161) « THE IVORY CLUB 240 Calgary Trail South + JAMMERS PUB 
(1948-127 Ave, 451-8779 « J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 * JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9540-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Avo, HITS THE STAGE AT 
cen 1160-118 Ave, 489-7462 » JOHN L. HAARTHEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St * JR RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain 
Ade JAUDITORIUM 1145587 Ave, 427-2760 » JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 « KAS BAR 1044-82 Ave, 433-6768 * KHz 
(SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 6627-91 St * LBS PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB TH E BEST OF 
G10-¥72 St 481-2786 « LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jesper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « M. E. LAZERTE SCHOOL THEATRE 6804-144 Ave * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St. 
McDonald Drve, 468-4964 « MEGATUNES 1035582 Avo, 434-6342 « METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 » MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 St. 433-4390 + MUT- E 
HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr » NEWCASTLE PUB 610-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 + NEW CITY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT HITS THE STAG 
GUBURBS 1008) Jasper Ave, downstairs, 412-4578 * NEWWEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 * NEWYORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 NIKKI DIA- 
IMOND’S 6130 Gatewey Gi * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 * THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St 436-1654/435-5695 * O’BYRNE'S 
1061689 Ave, 414-6766 « O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * ONE ONWHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. » OVER- 
DRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 989-5457 + OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 # PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper 
‘Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St » PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11507 
Jesper Ave * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 1086057 Ave, 474-5270 « POLISH VETEREN’S HALL 9203-144 
‘Ase * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-310) « PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 » RATT (ROOM AT THE 
TOP) 71m Fi, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 » RED STAR 10524 Jasper Ave, 426-0825 * RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068- 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624.74 Ave « RIVERWEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19815-45 Ave * RIVERBEND LUTHERAN CHURCH 495 Rhatigan Rd, 47 6) G 
60/9 * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 * ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS | ] | ] 


LOUNGE 117 St, Jesper Ave * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ave * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, EM, 486-9494 * SAK’S ON 52ST 1052551 Ave, 432- 
585 « SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-22 Ave, 438-0373 * SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 
10MD-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 137 10-104 St, 472-6336 * ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 » ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL 
CENTRE 10819-71 Avo, 428-6410 « ST. JOACHIM 9924-110 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 * STANLEY A, MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq * 
STARLITE ROOM 10090-102 Si, 428-1099 » STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * STRATHEARN UNITED 
CHURCH 8510-95 Ave * THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, U of a Campus, 492-0601 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF 
GLASS Cheteau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TRANSALTA ARTS BARN 1033034 Ave * TRANSCEND COFFEE BAR AND aa 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St « URBAN FRAT 1020-103 St * VELVET UNDERGROUND 40030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WESTWOOD UNITARIAN CHI 
11195-65 Ave * WHISTLESTOP 12416-132 Ave, 451-5506 « WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St. 476-3388 » WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOOD- 
CROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 » WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5525 XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 466-8069 » Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St. 994-3256, 
‘een yalterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 * YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert. 459-0295 « ZENARI'S 10180-101 St, 423-5409 
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onderecki String Quartet is 
IS Be stncky for the present 


tet—Jeremy Bell and Jerzy 
Kaplanek (violins), Christine 
jk (viola) and Simon Fryer (cello)— 
not the kind of group that limits 
ef to music from the past. 
phe group’s mandate is to play any- 
ng from any time, but they are often 
mmissioned with modern pieces, and 
they perform here in Edmonton, 
y will be presenting works by mod- 
composers Darlene Chepil Reid, 
ard von Berg, Omar Daniel, Piotr 
elia-Mozejko and Laurie Radford. 
think the reason we get asked to 


ay as much contemporary music is 
;cause we take it very seriously,” 


5 violinist Bell. “As seriously as we 
d take playing a Beethoven string 


RESULT OF the musicians’ dedica- 


nm to their craft is evident in the 


riety of their work. In addition to 


ir modern repertoire, the Pen- 
ecki String Quartet does not shy 
ay from technological innovation; 
pieces by Daniel and Radford, for 
tance, will both incorporate live 


ectronic processing... * 
“| think there is a really exciting 


wre for live processing and live 


ectronics—it's kind of like the quar- 


is performing with another musi- 
." Bell enthuses. “This time we're 


Mis | FAL MAY (8 P 
ce | THE PENDERECKI 
os 


STRING QUARTET 
| HHVOCATION HALL, UDEA S15 


playing with a laptop that is respond- 
ing and communicating.” 

Another one of the pieces, by Grel- 
la-Mozejko, will add a political 
dimension to'the concert’s repertoire. 

“It's a minimalist piece,” Bell 
explains. “Basically 12 minutes of 
super loud playing for the quartet. It’s 
what Piotr perceives to be the despot- 
ic behaviour of the world’s worst 


leaders and a protest against the 
innocent that are affected. It is a very 
intense and angry statement, and is 
very exhausting physically, emotional- 
ly and mentally.” 

With commissions for the next sev- 
eral years and an upcoming residency 
at an Italian festival this summer, the 
Penderecki String Quartet shows no 
signs of slowing down and Bell 
admits that he and his fellow musi- 
cians like it that way. 

“Life is rich,” he enthuses, “but it’s 
also a tough life, and we work really 
hard. I'm just enjoying it so much! 
This is a life long dream of mine.” vw 
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BLACK DOG 10425 82 AVE. 
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iskett’'s ever done 
Plaskett makes his 
ohen." - Chi 
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PEEKLY Look, sir: a punk band 


DAVID BERRY / david@vyueweekly.com 
ou get a bit suspicious when 
You find out that their debut 
album is called ] Got A Bad 
Feeling About This. 

Greeted at the door of their band 
house/jam space by a black-furred 
mutt named R2D2, it’s pretty much ali 
but confirmed. Then drummer Keelan 
Malo-Smith flashes his belt buckle, 
and rolls up his right pant leg to 
reveal a tattoo collage of moments 
from the first trilogy, while guitarist 
Joey Woods brags about how many of 


tes | SAT MAY 12 (8 PM) 


= | DOWN THE HATCH 
WITH PINO, THE DIVIDED LEFT 
CL | BAR WILD $8 (S12 WITH CD) 


the Bantam paperbacks he’s read (60, 

as a matter of fact). 

5 The members of Down the Hatch, 

1-99 WYE ROAD + SHERWOOD PARK, AB et proprietors of some of Edmonton's 
PHONE: (780) 449-7468 | A hardest, purest punk music, are Star 

\ Wars fans. Like, huge Star Wars fans 


swusic EVERY SATURDAY AFTERNOON Skis Or, at least, their drummer and one of 
VER ! M 4¢ Pa their guitarists are. 


{ 


no © 


& PAUL BELLOWS 


JOHN GULIAK & THE NEW LOUGANS 


= A'°R'E BEEP AR. VE AE 


_ AA SOUND SYSTEM 
_ THE WHERT POOL 


EEE - BE RE 
From 1-6 on Saturdays 


RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR BILL 
WHEN PRESENTING THIS AD. 


The 8th Motion Notio 
music and Ares Fastwal 


July 12 - {5 
Bent River Ranch 

Drayton Valley, Alberta 

One hour West of Edmonton 


Free riverside camping 
with over 70 DJs and 
bands on multiple stages! 


Tix @ Foosh, Blackbyrd, 
Treehouse, TicketMaster 


Full details © 
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BROCK SKYWALKER 


WUWW.nobionnotion.com. ‘ 


“| certainly like the series, but that’s 
about as far as it goes,” singer Liam 
Harvey Oswald says, with a certain 
restrained disapproval, from the 
couch that he shares with the remain- 
ing members of the band, bassist 
Bobby Millard and guitarist Johnny 
“The Musician” Evasiuk. “Last Friday 
was May the Fourth, though, and | bet 
those guys celebrated it.” 

“I actually said that to a couple of 
people. ‘May the Fourth be with you,’” 
offers Malo-Smith. 

“I'm not that much of a geek,” 
counters Woods with a laugh. 

“Yes, you are,” shoots back Malo- 
Smith, as Woods acquiesces. “We 
wanted to put the Imperial logo on my 
drum kit, and an Imperial Star 
Destroyer on your guitar, because it’s 
a Destroyer.” 


SHOTS ABOUT WHO'S GEEKIER than 


who aside, the general honesty with 


which the band can talk about its 
fetish—sorry, two of its members’ 
fetish—speaks to the simple but effec- 
tive way Down the Hatch works. 
They're a punk rock band, pure 


} 


and simple, and whether the b: 
buckle is Star Wars or the Misfi 
only pretense is that the 
absolutely nothing more to the b 
than what each of them brings \ 
That fact helps when, say 
album is delayed a few moni\ 
because of illness, technical pr‘ 
lems and debt load. 

“Recording the album was jus! 
..." says Woods, trailing off. 

“Yeah, but we had a good ti 
doing it,” pipes in Harvey O 
“Like, well, when we were la 
down the drums, we it did over thi 
days, but we had this keg—leit © 
from a party, it just sat in a sn 
bank in my back yard for the thre’ 
days—and basically all just lived 
my house, not really eating, 4 
drinking beer and trying to reco 
turns out beer’s not so great if ) 
wanting to record, but that 
some of the best times I've ever ! 
in a band.” 

“You can't forget the Golden! 
either,” throws in Malo-Smith 
played a ton of GoldenEye that w 
end, too. That's all you really ne 
make a good album: a bunch of 
and GoldenEye. \t really sort of | 
the edge off being a month beh" 
schedule, drinking and playing \"’ 
tendo 64." v 


j 
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© Fuzz speaks in 
any, many tongues 


IBY DAWN KNETTLE/ sherry @vueweekly.com 
5 ur music is about people 
and connecting with the 
global spirit. We hijack dif- 
nt world beats and songs of other 
tures,” says Frank Bessai of Le 
iz, "but those cultures are also our 
here in Alberta.” 
“| call it Alberta Gypsy soul,” says 
ssai’s bandmate Jason Kodie. “We 
ime by our music honestly—we've 
ed in these places and jammed with 
e locals.” 
bout six years ago Kodie and Bes- 
met up after Bessai returned to 
onton from a couple of years in 
aragua. Kodie says that the result- 
‘multilingual band is a sort of 
Ingover from Hookahman, the pre- 
S group in which they played 
gether, only this time around they 
inted their musical partnership to 
iphasize their cultural diversity. 
Kodie, who refers to himself as an 
piring "trilingualist,” is learning to 
bak Spanish, and is already fluent 
English and French. He's lived in 
bec and out of his accordion case 
ile busking in France. Bessai is 
uatrilingual” and has a brain for 
ges, so both musicians find it 
tural to perform the music from the 


FRI MAY 11 (8 FM) 


3 
= | LE FUZZ 
coe | WITH FIREFLY THEATRE, MARIA DUNN, 
JOEL LAVOIE 
UA CITE FRANCOPHONE (0627 -81 STREEN), $20 


cultures that are so familiar to them. 


LE FUZZ'S RHYTHMIC, upbeat music 
defies borders, but the Spanish, 
French or Russian songs found on the 
group's new CD, Vie la Vida! are briefly 
condensed into English on the 
album's inside cover to give us mono- 
linguists an overview of each song. 

Vie la Vida! is a string of lively origi- 
nal and traditional songs about poli- 
tics, love, travelling and drinking, 
drawn from the six years that the 
band has been together. 

“I's an updated spin on the tradi- 
tional,” Kodie says, referring to the 
band’s MySpace bio, which describes 
the music as sounding “like Los Lobos 
getting drunk with Frank Sinatra 
while the band from the Pogues plays 
on and on.” 

“There's a blend of accordion, fid- 
dles and percussion,” Kodie finishes. 
“People are surprised at how much 
they enjoy the accordi n in this con- 
text.” v 
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PREVUE / FRI, MAY 11 - SUN, MAY 13 / NIGHT OF ARTISTS / AVIATION AIR MUSEU! 
HANGAR (11410 KINGSWAY AVENUE), $8 - $30 What do a couple of apes, a bobcat ani) 
an octopus that looks like it escaped from an episode of SpongeBob Squarepants have j 
common? Not a whole lot, really. At least, not until you assemble these four painting 
along with 212 other panels, into a massive 16’ x 24’ wildlife mural where all the picturey_ 
together form something else. It's pretty cool, and the individual paintings are being au 
tioned off to raise money for the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society. But what 

all this have to do with music? Well, there are a few musicians among the artists—th; 
Barenaked Ladies’ Kevin Hearn and Felicia Collins from the band on David Lettermar 
show—but more importantly, there's a lot of live music happening throughout the wee 
end. Amongst performances by Souljah Fyah, Kristilynn Robertson and others, there wi 
be various other types of performance art and presentations, and it all culminates with the 
grand finale concert on Sun, May 13 featuring performances by Ann Vriend and Tri Conti 
nental—a trio made up of Lester Quitzau, Bill Bourne and Madagascar Slim. For the fu 
listing of events, check out nightofartists.com. —EDEN MUNRO / edan@vueweekly.com 
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REXALL PLACE 
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FEIST 


EREMINDER 


REVUE / SUN, MAY 6 / 11! / STARLITE ROOM Whether you pronounce it Chk-chk-chk or 
Pow-pow-pow, !!! is undeniably one of the best live acts on the planet. Most of that has 
to do with lead singer Nic Offer, who has more dance moves than you can find in a gay 
bar playing “Billie Jean.” Gentlemen, take notice: even if you may have a slight potbelly 
and.a noticeable bald spot, you're only a cowbell and a case of Red Bull away from 
some sweet dance moves. Combined with bass so loud my eyeballs shook, Offer's shim- 
mies and crazy-man jump kicks turned a Sunday night at the Starlite Room into a hot 
‘and sweaty blur. | can only hope Nik Kozub of Shout Out Out Out Out, who played an 
opening DJ set, took notes so that he can add those awesome moves to his repertoire. 
— JOEL KELLY / joe!@vueweokly.com 


IN STORES NOW: 


The follow-up to the platinum selling album, Let It Die, 


ON TOUR: 
MAY 18. WINSPEAR CENTRE. EDMONTON 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM FEIST: 
f as “ 


Open Season 


a ad. Ka Thibeheed 16 / METRIC / WITH SEBASTIEN GRAINGER / 

UT Remember that sweet band, the one that the blond girl 
| who made that crappy hed record was in? | ain't talkin’ ‘bout Gwen Stefani, ‘cause 
} her solo records are awesome. No, it's Metric, silly! Remember? They were so cool 
| back in the day, and then Emily Haines wussed out on-us, but it seems like she’s done | 
} with all that and she’s back to make us blow our tops! This will most definitely be 
) your last time seeing them in such a small venue. Well, it will be if you've already got 
‘Tickets, because all three shows are sold out. —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


arts &crafts 
listentofeist.com For more info and tour dates please visit: arts-crafts.ca/ feist arts-crafts.ca 


<NorQuest 


NorQuest’'s Aboriginal programs: 
* Aboriginal Policing and Security Experience learning in a supportive environment 
* Aboriginal Community Support Worker with unique services for Aboriginal students: 
Practical Nurse Program with an Aboriginal Focus * Awards and Scholarships 

* Aboriginal University Transition * Aboriginal Student Advisor 

* Ben Calf Robe Upgrading * Aboriginal Elder 

* Prep for Policing and Security ¢ Aboriginal Ceremonial Room : 
Prep for Aboriginal Community Support Worker ¢ Aboriginal Student Support Services” _— 4 


| > 
te 
} 


Call (780) 644-6000 www.norquest.ca 4 


Apply early to determine funding eligibility! 
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MAY 25 - DINWOODIE LOWAGE 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES- TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYAD, MEGATUNES, FREECLOUD, U OF A SUB INFO DESK 


DISASTED FPaREt SIGNAL 
vom MAY 27 - STARLITE ROOM 


~ ALL AGES - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM), FREECLOUD 
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MACHETE AVENUE 


WITH GUES oa & oe LUT FLEE 
JUNE 2- VELVET UNDERGROUND 


DOORS 8 PM - 18+ 1D REQUIREL 
PIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLAC KBYR >) 


in-flight: safety 
with YOUNG GALAXY 
JUNE 15 - VELVET UNDERGROUND 


TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYAD - DOORS 8 PM - 18+ ID REQ 
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PPCM THE REAL McKENZIES 


| JULY 19 - STARLITE oS 
DOORS 8 Pm - 18+ ID REQUIRED - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, 
FS (WEMI AND BLACKBYRD 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT |INIDNEVINIS: COM = ticketmasterca (780) 451-8000 
GET THE LATEST NEWS ON PRESALES AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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= NEW 
= SOUNDS 


ETER ELKAS 
WALL OF FIRE 
MAPLEMUSIC 
JOEL KELLY / joe!@vuewsekly.com 
What is it that makes Cana- 
wu) dian singer/songwriters and 
beards go so well together, 
THS ROCKS Jike maple syrup and 
sausages? Both Sam Roberts and 
Peter Elkas are championing the 
“beards are the new black” look. 
(Secretly, I think Win Butler is trying 
to grow one too, but his patchy peach 
fuzz can’t compete.) 

Whatever the case may be, Elkas 
has a lot more to be proud of than just 
facial hair on his new record, Wall .of 
Fire. Surprisingly soulful, Elkas has a 
knack for bringing to mind Marvin 
Gaye and Bill Withers while maintain- 
ing his earnest Springsteen influences. 
The result*is a consistently excellent 
record across 12 tracks, with single- 
ready “Fall Apart Again” and “Sweet 
Nancy” standing out as highlights. 
Hammond organ figures prominently. 

Elkas has made somewhat of a 
name for himself touring as a solo 
artist, opening for notable acts such 
as Feist and k-os. Here’s hoping this 
new rendition can attract some more 
deserved attention, beard and all. 


BEBEL GILBERTO 

MOMENTO 

CRAMMED DISCS 

CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


Having recently re-watched 
i) Peter Sellers’s The Party, | 
THIS ROCKS 


am reminded of Claudine 

Longet’s performance in the 
film when I listen to Bebel Gilberto 
sing on her third release. In looking up 
Longet’s name, however, I discovered 


ist= 


recordsacds 


new moon 2.P/2cD 


her history of cocaine and guns in 
swinging ‘70s Aspen, so 1 am a little 
reticent to make the comparison. 
Therefore, | am also reminded of Carla 
Bruni. A natural progression from the 
electronica of her debut Tanto Tempo 
and the acoustic Bebel Giberto, the 
Brazilian chanteuse’s breathy voice 
floats over simple melodies and 
rhythms, evoking both an all-together 
new sound and one that feels its roots 
firmly in ‘60s bossa nova. 

The album’s subdued down-tempo 
flavour in “Bring Back the Love’—co- 
written with the Brazilian Girls (who 
aren't Brazilian)—folds dreamily into 
“Close to You,” before giving over to a 
beautiful mixture of transcontinental 
influences in “Os Novis Yorkinos” (fea- 
turing the vocals of Brazilian Girls’ 
Sabina Sciubba). For some, the fact that 
much of the record is on the intensely 
mellow side, only significantly stepping 
up the tempo on “Cacada” and “Tran- 
quilo,” might be a turnoff. But for me, 
the smoothness of Gilberto's delivery is 
like a gentle breeze on sun-kissed skin. 


SOCIAL CODE 
SOCIAL CODE 
UNIVERSAL 
ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
Major labels in Canada are 
¢) struggling, and while they 
trot out well-worn excus- 
THIS IS OK es—you know, file sharing / 
“stealing’—I suspect the real reason is 
that mainstream commercial labels 
are increasingly out-of-touch and 
behind-the-times. What's worse is 
that, in their race to the bottom, these 
bloated monoliths are dragging some 
decent acts down with them. 
St Albert-based Social Code’s new 
self-titled LP, for instance, is full of 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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top 10 sellers 


01. sft grinderman 

02. and their refinement... stars of the lid 
03, freaker pipe jackie-o motherfucker 
04. 23 blonde redhead 

05. altar sunn o))/boris 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


our earthly pleasures cone 


06. woke on a whaleheart bill callahan 
07. walrus boris w/ merzbow 

08. neon bible arcade fire 

09. myth takes II! 

10. beyond dinosaur jr 


reasonably catchy, well-written pop 
rock anthems. They're easy enoug 
on the ears, certainly, with glos: 
back-up vocals balanced with perfect 
ly guttural howls and guitars that rag: 
and coo alternately when appropriat: 
Social Code sounds perfect, actually 
and that’s the problem. 

The band formerly known as Fiji} 
Season is undeniably talented an 
experienced, and I don’t doubt fo; 
second that, under different circun 
stances, they could have put out ; 
album that was more challenging, or ai 
least had a little bit of an edge. Instea: 
Social Code sounds like an amalgam: 
tion of the last five years of commercia 
“alternative” music: part emo, part nu 
grunge, part power-ballad. 

It's not a bad record, really, and 
bet Sonic plays the shit out of it, ( 
(admittedly) the delight of most liste: 
ers. But next time, let's hope thes 
guys try to sound more like then 
selves, and less like a bunch of suit 
in Toronto think they ought to. 


? 


OH SUSANNA 
SHORT STORIES 
STELLA 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
i Under her performir 

moniker, Oh Susanna, Suzi 

Ungerleider creates chara 
THSISOK ters that are Biniispoken 
the same earthily poetic way that th 
people in a Thornton Wilder pla 
are—they have concerns that ar 
melodramatic in a completely ordi 
nary fashion; the territory of ABC Aji 
School Specials or Oprah. They wea 
their jeans too tight, love their me: 
too hard, have their babies too youn: 
They harbour an almost embarrassiis 
hope for the future, despite the hic!) 
likelihood that they will get their ass« 
kicked as much as all the waitress 
on Alice put together. 

For the most part, Short Stor 
sounds like “Jolene’-era Dolly Pario' 
hitched up with the Georgia ve! 
soul of Gladys Knight, especially 
good-bad-girl tracks “Greyhound 5u 
and “Schoolyard,” but Ungerleidc 
eviscerates her credibility with th 
Céline Dion-esque soppiness of “Mi 
Liberty,” a gag-inducing constructi: 
of swelling strings that may as well 
wrapped in the American flag. 

Beyond this lapse, the queslio! 
remains: why would an intelligen' 
creative woman create and celebra! 
such unremarkable and petty femal: 
characters? Springsteen managed '' 
make his Everymen heroic throug! 
their actions, which broke them out ©! 
their lives. Ungerleider attempts '° 
make hers heroic through their fa" 
tasies, which have a faint whiff of t 
cheapness of old pulp romances, an’ 
serve to anchor them to the'' 
inevitable, depressing fates. 

Oh Susanna plays the Velvet Unde! 
ground on Fri, May 11. 
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4 BIATLES / bryan@vueweok!y.com 

Let me tell you a story. 
When I was 13 I went to 
work for my uncle and aunt 
who own a veterinary clinic 
i Québec. My uncle and I would 
e all across the countryside visit- 
¢ farmers who had called in to 
sort a sick cow, horse and one time 
en an emu. But it was mostly cows. 
it’s not like I helped that much, but 
ne day we had to work on a bull 
9 had a hoof problem, so we had 
get the beast into the big restrainer 
at most farms have on hand. You 
hould have seen this thing buck and 
jort and whine and crash against the 
tal of the restraints. It was nuts. It 
nm took a couple of tries just to get 
in, and a couple of times we'd be 
ppping over the fences to get away 
om the sore footed bull's wrath. 
Anyways, that’s what this album 
els like. Totally restrained, but rip- 
in’ to get out. It doesn’t have enough 
pom to breathe. | think it’s safe to say 


hat the Brains would just kill you live 
they got the chance to turn their 
sund up, but on record it comes off a 
ttle flat. 

} Brains play the Velvet Underground 
on, May 14. 


He ALTERNATE ROUTES 
0) AND RECALESS AND TRUE 


EN MUNAD / eden@vueweekly.com 
The Alternate Routes’ Good 
and Reckless and True is nei- 
ther good—being a heaping 

SUS joad of easy listening crap 
dering to undemanding ears—nor 
eckless—being an uninspiring jour- 
through the aforementioned easy 
tening landscape. And it doesn’t 
em very truthful, either, coming 
ass like a boardroom product full 
if gentle singing with just enough 
gst to make it seem “edgy” to the 
sired market without the danger of 
: g anyone's hackles. 

It’s too bad, really, because there are 
scasional flashes of inspiration. The 

se to “California” is somewhat inter- 
g in the way that it breaks down to 
St a few subtle chords, punctuated 
ih some distant, almost tribal drums, 
ig off the feel of a gentle breeze 
ifting through the desert. 
Unfortunately, a band called the 
rate Routes shouldn't really be 
ficking in such stereotypical sub- 
t matter. It’s just another sad, 
feamy song using that well-worn 
etaphor for life and love that Cali- 
ia has become, sung by another 
d, dreamy band that might have 
mething worth hearing if they'd 
nly give up chasing a sad, dreamy 
sion of the American Dream. 


Charting I’irrelevence 


=| ENTER SANDOR 
=> | steven@vweweekty.con 


Anyone who has followed this column 
knows that, even though | don’t care 
for most top-of-the-pops kind of stuff, 
| am absolutely fascinated by what 
has happened to the charts recently. 

Thanks to a world filled with pod- 
casts, satellite radio and musical 
choice, the market has become so 
spread out that it takes just a few thou- 
sand records sold to top the charts. 

This week, I'd like to chat about a 
uniquely Canadian trend in our top 
10. Because album sales are so low, 
and a good spurt of 6 000 to 7 000 
albums sold in a week can now get 
an artist into the top 10, artists with 
strong cult followings—like the 
Shins, the Arctic Monkeys and Mod- 
est Mouse—make quick appearances 
in the top 10 and then fizzle out. 
That's because their fans, the ones 
who still go to record stores, go out 
and buy their albums as soon as they 
come out, giving these bands enough 
sales to get on the charts. 

But even more interesting is the 
geographic shift on the charts. 
Because French-speaking artists 
appeal to a very loyal Québec music 
audience, they are taking over the 
charts. A clump of sales in Montréal 
and Québec City is enough to get you 
those few thousand records sold that 
put you on the charts nowadays. 

In the Nielsen Soundscan chart of 
Apr 26, five of the top 10 albums were 
recorded by Francophones. That's half 
of the top 10 dominated by one 
province. The top albums were: De 


QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY ano 18 PLAYER 
quickspins @vueweekly.com 


HAIKU! 


WA 
Seer WE ARE MORE. 


So embarrassing, 
So sadly out of touch it's 
Kind of comical 


MATTHEW CLARK 
EUPHONIUM 
ARKTOS 


This makes the French Horn 
Seem like a Flying V, yet 
The man has horn skillz 


BARENAKED LADIES 
ARE MEN 
DESPERATION 

Oafs sang about turds 


For 10 years, somehow managed 
To float to the top 


MIRACLE FORTRESS 
FIVE ROSES 

SECRET CITY 

This is amazing! 

Sweet, sincere, hip, engaging ... 
Something for all y‘all 


Retour A La Source by \sabelle Boulay 
at # 2, Comme ga by Marie-Elaine 
Thibert at # 4, Marc-André Fortin’s 
self-titled album at #5, // Etait Une 
Fois ... Les Gra from Les Grandes 
Gueules at #6 and L’échec du matériel 
by Daniel Bélanger at # 9. Of those 
five, three enjoyed their debuts in the 
charts that week. 

Oh, and Les Grandes Gueules are a 
Québec comedy troupe that records 
only in French. With them holding onto 
the # 6 spot, that’s all you need to 


Artists with strong 
cult followings—like 
the Shins, the Arctic 

Monkeys and Modest 
Mouse—make quick 
appearances in the top 
10 and then fizzle out. 


know about how few records you need 
to sell to make a dent on the charts. 

Yes, all of these artists are super- 
stars in Québec—but, for the most 
part, they're anonymous in the rest of 
Canada. But as Québec sales make 
more and more of an impact ona 
watered-down world of CD sales, that 
province's artists have taken over. 

And, in the end, the charts will 
soon have little relevance, or meaning, 
to anyone wondering what is popular 
outside of Québec. v 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


KEN ANDREWS 

SECRETS OF THE LOST SATELLITE 
DINOSAUR FIGHT 

Guy from Failure makes 

Same sounding disc, | predict: 
Another Failure! 


RUSH 

SNAKES & ARROWS 
ANTHEM 

Another disc for 


Prog-rock nerds to gush over 
Whilst | ignore them 


FISHBONE 

STILL STUCK IN YOUR THROAT 
SOUND IN COLOR 

Without Fishbone, there 

Would never have been Bootsauce 
Thanks a lot, assholes 


DOLORES O'RIORDAN 

ARE YOU LISTENING? 
SANCTUARY 

Solo Cranberry 

| ain't heard this much honking 
Since the geese flew south 


ANKLA 

STEEP TRAILS 
BIELER BROS 
Latin metal-core 


Hey, | don’t make this shit up 
Oh wait, yes | do 
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Say; iHellostosxOr 


levalg Rockipilsne Saee lager | 


hey 


Sal | 


Norv CLUB 


STARTS 


THENORYCLUB.COM 
2940 CALGARY TRAIL SOUTH 
4 0 


Lv uF af 


pat 
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Choir sings low, carries 
Bob back home 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
/ Sam that amazes me 
about this group is that the 
best they ever do with their 
music is always on stage,” begins 
Liana Bob, director of the Vancou- 
ver Orpheus Male Choir. “I think 
that often with choirs, you have your 
rehearsals, and then you expect that 
things won't go as well at concerts 
due to nerves and what not. 

“They always do their most pas- 
sionate, most expressive, most con- 
centrated work on stage,” she 
continues. “It’s such a pleasure to be 
able to direct a group like that.” 

The 45 professional male singers 
who make up the VOMC are embark- 
ing on a trip to Edmonton for the first 
time since their formation in 1992, 
and they'll be bringing along a reper- 
toire that is deep and vast. 

“I chose some of the songs,” says 
b, “but this choir’s been around for 
me of the music has 
r awhile. We do every- 
ok, and every season we 
10 new pieces. We also 
m our repertoire because 
S some great stuff—everything 
pieces from operas to pop 
ke Josh Groban’s ‘You Raise 
to ballads—there’s a huge 
The men like to try to find 
g that will touch everyone 


Bo 
; 
b 


oe casuritener 
© aucience 


“AND THESE MEN are great perform- 


Bob adds eagerly. “Though 


tek SAT MAY 12 (70 Pl) 
o> | THE VANCOUVER 


c= | ORPHEUS MALE CHOIR 
— | WITH EXOS SINGERS 
CONVOCATION HALL, U OFA $15 


many of them are seniors, they like 
to keep active and sing a lot. It’s 
always a very lively atmosphere. 
They are not a chorus that stands 
on stage. When we do ‘Drunken 
Sailor,’ the men hiccup and act 
drunk in it. It’s a hoot. There'll be 
some surprises there at the concert, 
you can bet.” 

While the choir is making its first 
trip here, Bob is already familiar with 
the city, having pursued her interest 
in directing and leading ensembles 
at the University of Alberta. During 
her time in Edmonton, Bob was a 
fundamental part of the formation 
and launch of the jazz choir at the 
University. 

“I was really lucky that I was there 
at a prospering time at the U of A,” 
she says. “They'd been looking to 
expand and start a jazz choir. They'd 
never done it, and so when | was 
doing my Masters there, I thought 
that that would be something that 
was sort of useful. 

“The University of Alberta Jazz 
Choir is still continuing, which is 
exciting,” she continues, boasting. 
“It is quite an honour, and I’m look- 
ing forward to being back in 
Edmonton.” wv 
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S| ASTROLOGY 
= AOD BREZSHY 2 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

I'm a big fan of facing your problems 
head-on and dealing forthrightly with 
your pain. But what if that approach 
isn't always best? Renowned psycholo- 
gist Richard Lazarus said he wanted to 
“challenge the view that psychological 
health demands full realism.” He 
believed that some sick people get 
healthy faster by refusing to admit how 
serious their problems are. To those in 
Stressful situations, he recommended 
that they could reduce their anxiety by 
describing their predicament in a mat- 
ter-of-fact way. “Avoiding what is 
painful, to a great extent, seems to 
serve a positive function,” he concluded. 
Although I'm not sure this strategy is 
universally applicable, | do recommend 
it for you right now, Aries. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

For crabby, mean-spirited counsel 
about how to conduct your personal 
life, listen to Dr Laura's syndicated 
radio show. For silly chatter about triv- 
ial subjects, read the “most intelligent 
woman in the world,” Marilyn vos 
Savant. But if, on the other hand, you'd 
like brilliant guidance about where to 
direct your substantial life energy next, 
tap into your own intuition. The astro- 
logical omens suggest that it's working 
better now than it ever has. It's far 
more useful to you than any so-called 
expert's blatherings. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

The Yanyuwa aborigines of Australia 
believe that music literally has curative 
properties. In one traditional method, 
the healer sings a medicine song direct- 
ly into the top of the head of the patient. 
The sound circulates through the body, 
driving out the illness or unease. 
According to my analysis of the astro- 
logical omens, something resembling 
this approach could help chase away 
your current malaise. Do you think you 
could find a shaman or shaman 
wannabe to perform the musical “sur- 
gery"? If not, do the job yourself. Spend 
20 minutes a day singing the most 
potent healing songs you know into your 
own head. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

The counsel I’m about to offer is not 
given lightly. If you choose to heed it, it 
could wreak discomfort and disorder, at 
least initially. And you'll have to pump 
yourself up with more courage than 
you're used to feeling. Still, I'm con- 
vinced it's the right thing for you to hear; 
| believe that any breakdown it might 


MUSIC 


engender will ultimately lead to a break- 
through. So here's the advice, courtesy 
of Franz Kafka: “Don’t bend; don't water 
it down; don’t try to make it logical; 
don’t edit your own soul according to 
the fashion. Rather, follow your most 
intense obsessions mercilessly.” 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

In 2005, former mayor of New York Rudy 
Giuliani was paid $100 000 for speaking 
at a fundraiser for tsunami relief. That's 
a prime example of giving a gift with 
steel cable-like strings attached. Be 
wary of this phenomenon popping up in 
your own life, Leo. Don’t accept such 
mixed blessings, and don’t offer them, 
either. That's the cautionary news. The 
encouraging news is that if you're vigi- 
lant in guarding against generosity-that- 
isn't-really-generosity, the coming 
weeks will be favourable for the giving 
and receiving of modest gifts that have 
a big impact. Visualize Giuliani getting, 
say, an honorarium of $5 000 for his 
help in raising money for a good cause, 
and you'll plant the right seed in your 
subconscious mind. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

| was enjoying a leisurely bike ride in a 
rural neighbourhood where I'd never 
been. The houses were sparsely placed 
amidst overgrown meadows. The tem- 
perature was balmy. My endorphins had 
kicked in and the fragrance of wildflow- 
ers had rendered me giddy. Then my 
mood shifted suddenly. While rolling 
downhill on a one-lane road, | hit a 
speed bump—freakishly, unexpectedly, 
right in the middle of paradise. Why 
was it there? My bike stopped cold and | 
flew through the air, landing awkwardly. 
The damage was minimal and the shock 
was a bit invigorating. Still, | advise you, 
Virgo, to watch out for and avoid a com- 
parable speed bump out there in the 
frontier you're exploring. There's no 
inherent karmic necessity for you to 
experience an inconvenient interruption 
like mine. Add 10 per cent more caution 
to your roving and rambling. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

“Ordinary life does not interest me,” 
wrote Anais Nin in one of her diaries. 
“| seek only the high moments. | am 
searching for the marvelous.” Normally 
| might discourage you from pursuing 
that approach, Libra. You've got money 
to make and appointments to keep and 
groceries to buy, after all. And doing 
those tasks can make it hard to spe- 
cialize in the marvelous. But for a limit- 
ed time only, the planetary 
powers-that-be are granting you an 
exemption from the ordinary. You need 
intimate contact with unreasonable 
beauty, sweet anomalies, beguiling 
ephemera, inexplicable joys and small 


ee 


changes that inspire reverence, 


what you don’t mean. And don’t Yl 
dare try to fall up. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“We were expelled from Paradise 
wrote Franz Kafka in The Blue Octa, 
Notebooks, “but Paradise was 9 
destroyed. In a sense our expulsi, 
from Paradise was a stroke of luck. 
had we not been expelled, Paradis 
would have had to be destroyed " 4 
those ruminations strike a chord i; 
Sagittarius? | hope they move you ; 
turn your thoughts towards your oy 
personal version of paradise-on-eary 
Consider the possibility that it w, 
important for you to have been ex’ 
from that land of bounty once upong 
time. Meditate on what you'll need | 
do to prepare yourself to return to 
when it becomes accessible again 
the future. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

“Most painting in the European traditi¢ 
involved painting the person's mas| 
wrote abstract expressionist painte 
Robert Motherwell. “Modern art rejec 
ed all that. Our subject matter has bee 
the person behind the mask.” Your nied 
assignment is similar to that of mode 
art$*Capricorn: to recognize everyone! 
persona, but delve deeper to explore ih: 
maddeningly complex, craz 
inscrutable, gorgeously wounded s 
that’s hidden beneath everyone's per 
sona. Strip away the surface, in othe 
words, and investigate the essence |r 
ing below. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 


The zoo in Anchorage, Alaska built ¢ 
treadmill for its four-tonne elephant 
The cost was high—$150 000—bu! 
hey, if you own an elephant, you d 
ter take good care of it, right? Use thi 
vignette as your operative metaphol 
Aquarius. What's the symbolic equiv: 
lent of an elephant in your life—some 
exotic resource or giant responsibility 0 
out-of-place treasure? Whatever i 's. ! 
needs extra care and attention. |'m 10 
saying you have to spend a !oad 0! 
money. But you should at least spend 
some of your high-quality time. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 
Dear Pisces: We need a break from all 
these words we use, all this rationé! 
discourse. So how about if we sing \° 
each other in a made-up language? | 
we could use felt-tip markers to dra’ 
pictures and symbols on each othe's 
bodies. Let's jump in over our heads a" 
dance for each other underwater. Let 
pretend we're two Helen Kellers tapping 
out codes on each other's wrists 3! 
ankles. Let's scrawl the stream-0!-c" 
sciousness truths we want to express , 
each other on golden cards, and '@0! 
them aloud to each other like we 
announcing Oscar winners. w 


| PHILOSOPHY FOR Liv- 
J711-107Ave * Wed, May 16 


E 11205-101 St 
ling Circle; Mon 
lpm) * ai pel 


Hip-Hop 
Wu (6 * Elders 
ising and Harm Reduction; 
‘Tobacco Reduction; every 


10345-104 St (387-3343) « 
als, friends and supporters meet the 
-illusions/ 


CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 
wnwimagesab.ca * Meats every 2nd and 
speakers, 


c0 $40 (individual 
06 student); Visitors may 


Med 

Hall, 10335-94 Ave (457-9862) © Sat, May 19 
ye S20)” Seer 
‘TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers 
pon groups and) for parents at various city locations 


ESTEEM GROUP (496-5820) * For women who 
eee A Simro Ke 


rah dale creed ld 
Mer opme Uol A Campus * Lec ture by Dr Mavan * 


s every Tue . 
‘Tesstenssters Cla: Chamber af Commerce, 600, 9990 
fe “vn (483-S2N6); Visit us and leam how to deliver effective 


ale hu (pm i 

eet 0s | Improve 

leadership skills, time 

‘and social . : 
a iV. come 
to improve your 

a exvrrment every Wed 
Bulding, 131 Airport Ra (498 4005) 474-11 Thu meetings ite 
an) fa crit pelig and Blader Se eS 
TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 St, 
North door (1-856-824-9764) * Support meetings for TS adults 
and par yofTS ids © FintWel anti moum Hon) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Communi 

9231-100 Ave (988-2713/466-1448) « Nati prod rng a 
vegetarian dish for six, your own cutlery and crockery * Sun, 
May 13 (5:30pm) * $2 {memberl/$3 (non-member) 


at i 13 
the Borie Don eye 65S 85 hve «40-2507 rs.” 
guided hike, approx. 


WOMEN IM BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in 
silence for @ world without violence (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFRRM SUMMYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (402-347-5073) « 
Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, family, and allies, 
‘meet at Sunnybrook United Church every 2nd Tue ea month (7pm) 


ABAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex. sexual, 
eM Wisiaatatietel on eb ee 
Andre Grace (andre grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


hpy// syahoo com/« group 
1//qroups ip/owedmonton * Social for 
arian esl Oren © 2nd Thu e8 month (7:30pm) 
BOOTS AND SADDLES 10742-106 St (423-5014) » Large tavern 
with pool tables, restaurant. shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) * Open 
nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun; Rotating drag shows 
with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and 
GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia 
Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool 
and tourney, OJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ 
Sexxy Sean » Thu; Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight. DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free poot 
and tourney, DJ Arrowehaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482- 
7960) * Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT + A mature social group, cou- 
ples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusicnight@hot- 
mail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of alder gay men and their 
admirers who have common social interests meet every 2nd 
Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social period, a short 
meeting and a quest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck 
supper. Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt®@yahoo.ca, 
ywvew,primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
ywavew.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
* Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 Jasper 
Avo (488-5742) or contact? @hivedmontan.com * Programs end 
support services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS 
and related ilinesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 
INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) fac- 
ulty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and support 
‘staff © 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, vaww.edmlivingposi- 
tive ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV # Every Tue (7-Spm): 
‘Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, #406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for 
HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat 
(Sam-5Spm) * Free (memberl/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAIGNG WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
‘www. georities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged to par- 
ticipate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) * 
‘Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Mavie Night: 
Bears Club: fast Sun ea month (1-5pm, TV room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsexu- 
aj, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning 
individuals: 1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * 
Sunday Night Men’s Discussion Group: Mens social and dis- 
cussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmall.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 
2nd Sun ea non eel with, A Ta ae 
group-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Mo! ie Night: Movie 
lights with themed eevee and discussion afterwards; every 
fon * TIO Alliance; Support meeting for transgender, trans- 
saxval, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqual- 
fiance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu 
{2-4pm) with Jeff Boye, 488-3234 * Sick and tired of being 
sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA 
Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach; Drop-in circle every other 
Thu (7pm) * Youth Sr ooue HN ‘support and 
social group; every Sat (7-Spm); yuy@shaw.ca; www.nem- 
See eNtUy ‘= Suit Up and Show Up-Big Book Study; Sat 
(12-2); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St. back entrance (990- 
0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


Fri Sat Bpm-4am; clased Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: Thursdays are 
Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings iad 
‘Queens, 


shows every week * ‘Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with DJ 
Dan (retro) downstairs and OJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sun: 
esting quest. ee pol alight ong: $3 ener ® 
‘Weekends: $4 (members\/S5 (non-memberl/Sun $2 cover 
SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS + ‘Awoman's social group, gath- 
fers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and coffee * 
Information e-mail: singlewomen40plus@hatmail.com 


VR ITO A HE => 
STEAMTYORIR 11745 Jasper Av (51-354) » Scar baths 


‘gaycanada, 
womonspace@gmail.com. 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (489-6557) * Open ay een . 


Sat-Tus Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool 
Tournaments 


CELEBRITY ART/DESSERT AUCTION Best Western 
Sherwood Hotel (410-1227) « The Art Society Of Strathcona 
County hosting a Dessert auction. Gail Adams will be creating 
@ piece of art as the evening unfoldse May 10 « $15 


Jubiles Auditorium 11455 - 87 Ava (993-8879/452-2256) « 
Includes dragon dances, colourful costumes, and musical per- 
formances * May 16 (7:30pm) * $35-$150; 
http://shows.ntdtv.com 


FAIR TRADE WORKS! TEN YEARS OF CHANGING LIVES 
TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave (434-9236) * 4th Annual 
Fair Trade Fair and Film Festival to celebrate National Fair 
Trade Week * Sal. May 19 (noon) * $5-$8 (suggested dona- 
tion for Films)/free (low-income) * www.edmontonsmall- 
press.org 


HEART OF THE CITY FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER Tra Amici 
Café, 10850-95 St (238-1320/965-6129) * To support local 
Musicians and visual artists, featuring three bands, and a 
silent auction * Thu, May 17 (7pm) # $8 (advi/$10 (door) 


PICTURE THIS FILM FESTIVAL TranaAlta Aris Bars, 10330- 
84 Ave (496-4917) ® Selections from the Calgary film festival 
celebrating disabled culture * Until May 10 (shows: 10am and 
‘Ipm) * Free (donations accepted at the door) 


SALUD/HEALTH VIENVING Stanley A. Milner Library, Edmonton 
Room, lowartlevel * Documentary, fundraisar in support of the 
Edmonton Raging Grannies and Not Just Tourists * Sun, May 18 
{6:30-9pm) * $10 (donation) funds to support the transportation 
‘costs of sending large equipment donations to needy counties 
THE SHOW MUST GO ON/A TASTE OF THE ARTS ME 
LaZerte School, 6804-144 Ave-* M. E LaZerte School Theatre: 
Music concert featuring M. E LaZerte concert band, jazz band, and 
choir; Thu, May 10 (7pm), $2 (compilation CDs $10) * Artworks on 
display and demonstrations, performances from the concert band 
‘and choir, and a one-act drama production; Thu, May 17 (6:30pm) 


TEENS@THE TURN FESTIVAL Citadel Flice Theatre (425-1820) * 
Featuring Collective Creation on Teen Violence in Edmonton, 
SubUrbia, Into the Woods, Vinegar Tom, Cabaret/Variety Events, 
Students Club Shorts, Workshops and Theatre Career Fair and more 
© May 17-27 * sea www.myspace.com/teensatthetum 
TRADITIONAL POW WOW U of A Butterdome, 114 St, 87 
Ave (477-6648) * Featuring hoop dancers, traditional crafts, 
Thundering Spirit Drummers * Sat, May 19 (1-Spm) 


NIGHT OF ARTISTS Aviation Air Hangar, 114 St, Kingsway Ave 
(718-7635/420-1757) * Annual Art and Music Festival * May 11- 
13 © Opening night gala; May 11, tickets $25 (adv\/$30 (door) 
Tangent; May 12 (2pm, doors noon}, $10/$15 (door) * CRAWS 
Gala; $25 (adv\/$30 (door); May 12 at 6:30pm) * Mother's Day 
Fashion and Ant Show, $5/$8 (door; May 13 * Grande Finale: 
TiiContinental and Ann Vriend; $20/$25 (door) * $45 (weekend 
passes); tickets/passes available at TIX on the Square 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) * Every Thu and Sat 
{Spm}: James, Mi. Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm); James, Me. 
Entertainment 

BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental inn, Stony Plain Rd (484- 
7751) * Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PYG 32 St Anne Street, St Albert Karaoke with Shelly 
every Wed and Fri 


CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue (Spm-lam), 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) 
Every Thu 

FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4536) * Every Thu-Sat 
(Spm-Zam). with Jeannie and Bruce 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4941) « Every Tue-Wed (9:30pm): 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

{QUGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St(451-0587) « Every Fri-Sat 
{10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Bivd (431- 
5815) * Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) * Fridays karaoke (Spm- 
late}: with Chris 

MOOS Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) * 
Every Fri (8:30pm); with Sonia/Prosound Productions 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (459-8165) Name that 
Tung; every Thu (9pm) 

(ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mondays: Every Mon (Spm): Hosted by Mc. Entertainment's Scott 
Parsons * Salsa and the City Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa les- 
sons; every Thu (9pm) 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
(9:30pm-2am): with TLE Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 64))1-104 St (985-5157) 
Every Sathasted by Jenny Joy, Spm 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-9022) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from Stonerock Productions 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest renning Karaoke 
bar; 7 days a week 


meee Sa pak > Hage 
3499); Every Mon-Sat (Spm), Sun (7pmh: wit ° t 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (940pm) Old Strathcona, 10475- 
0 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (9:30pm- 1:30am) * 99 St, 63 
‘Ave: every Thu-Sat (Qpm-Tam): with Ctf-Key Entertainment 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
3710-104 St (472-8336) * Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat- 
Sun [1-5pm) 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camogie Dr, St. Albert (453-0235) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


‘ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432-5853/436-5047) 
Karaoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


EVENTS 


Have a fabulous 
Mother’s Day 
TOTALLY GAY 


LUKE FOSTER 
totallygay@vueweekly.com 


QUEER 


| do not know what | would do without 
my mother. | don’t know what any of us 


_ gay guys would do without our mothers. 


They taught us everything we know 
about love, life, shame and shopping. 
They're the ones who gave us the awk- 
ward sex talks that our fathers couldn't 
bring themselves to. They're the ones 
who taught us how to check the oil and 
shave. (Well, at least my mom did.) Mom 
is the one adult who we have more in 
common with than we like to think. 

It's always been strange to me that 
there's actually a Mothers’ Day, a day to 
celebrate our mothers. It’s just so queer 
and Oprah. Moms don’t expect anything 
more on that day than they do every 
other day of the year. And what do you 
even do to show how much you appreci- 
ate them? You buy them stuff like flow- 
ers and cards. 

But flowers are too easy and cards 
are just plain cheap—don't be cheap. 
Clothes aren't always the best idea; I've 
stopped buying clothes for my mom sim- 
ply because | do not have the same taste 
as a 40-some year-old woman. | bought 
her a faux fur-lined jean jacket with a 
motorcycle collar once and she wore it 
... once. If | did have the same taste as 
her, I'd be in trouble, and if she had the 
same taste as her 23-year-old gay son, 
she'd be some sort of tight t-shirt wear- 
ing super-cougar. Anyway, yeah, don’t 
get her clothes. 

What does that leave you? You could 
make your mother something. A useful 
craft of some sort like a pencil holder or 
an ashtray. Or a cake. Bake her a cake 
Moms have been known to love the 
effort more than the end result; if it’s 
edible, than that’s, well, just the icing on 
the cake. (Har har.) 

Here's a novel idea: make her one of 
those homemade coupon books like you 
did when you were in elementary 
school. This time around, use your imag- 
ination: instead of giving her five min- 
utes worth of back-scratching or 
emptying the dishwasher for a week, 
give her a coupon that promises you will 
give her at least one grandchild who will 
be related to her by DNA, or one free 
out-of-country plane ticket for your 
grandfather in the event you have your- 
self a gay wedding. Again, all you would 


need are some smelly markers, coloured 
construction paper, tape and, again 
some of that shame she taught you. Give 
her something she can really use. 


FOR MY OWN MOTHER. | decided it 
would be fun to take her to see Jann 
Arden in concert. | didn’t even know if 
she was a fan or not, but there was 
wine before and the promise of more 
wine at intermission for her. (Again, 
something she really could use.) 

Now, !’ve interviewed Jann Arden 
before for another publication, and | 
don’t have much to say about her othe 
than she is perhaps one of the most 
appreciative, gracious and private per- 
sonalities \'ve had the opportunity to talk 
with and meet. And though many of you 
have ideas about her, let me tell you that 
| don’t think she’s a lesbian. Then again, | 
don't not think that she's a lesbian either, 
if only evidenced by the crowd that came 
to see her. It was split evenly down the 
middle: half being straight moms out for 
a night from the ‘burbs and the other half 
being ladies who love other ladies. 

“It's like we're at kd lang all over 
again,” my mom said as we walked 
through the droves of dykes into the 
Jubilee. “Look there's one. And there's 
another one. Those two have to be.” 

“Mom!” | half-scolded, pushing her 
pointing hand back down to her side. “if 
you're going to point them out, do it with 
your eyes. Gesture inconspicuously. They 
get spooked very easily.” 

“Well, if you and your sister and your 
brother can have fun pointing out people 
who have mullets, then | can point out 
lesbians,” she explained. “Then again, 
look at all their hairdos. If you can even 
call them that.” 

So there we were. She was pointing 
out lesbians, and | was pointing out les- 
bians with mullets. ! don’t think I'd felt like 
| appreciated my own mother more than | 
did at that moment. It was the greatest 
present of all. Happy Mother's Day! 


IF YOU'RE READING THIS and it just so 
happens to be Thu, May 10 and you just 
so happen to have no plans, then head 
on over to Audreys Books (10702 Jasper 
Avenue) at 7:30 pm for the dual launch 
of Darrin Hagen’s new books The 
Fdmonton Queen: The Final Voyage and 
Tornado Magnet: A Salute to Trailer 
Court Women. \t should be a fabulous 
time, at least for those who enjoy the 
excessive use of the word fabulous. v 
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Full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 
off resume in person to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


River House Grill 
St Albert 
Requires full time server 
must have same knowledge of wine and be excited] 
about working at 2 great local restaurant. | 
To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


Want t stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020, 


|[S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
| A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 
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LASSIFIEDS 


PICTURE FRAMES 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOE 
sean 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling and public edu- 
cation services. If required we can customize a pres- 
entation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 
421-8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab,ca / 24 
Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / www. jhcentre.ora. 
free 8 week training program presented by: The John 
Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights and the 
Human Rights City Project. Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: 
carrie@jhcentre.org 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


FREE*FREE*FREESFREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 
more than 20 words are subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in wniting, in per- 
son, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for four weeks, if 
you want to renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 
426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or 
drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the 
Tuesday before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space. 


Working studio (not live/work) available June 1 at 
ArtsHab. deadline: 15. See 
wwwartshab.com or ph Jeff Collins 439-9532 for info. 


"Poet Wanted” Edmonton seeks its next Poet Laureate, 
Interested, published Edmonton poets should contact 
the Edmonton Arts Council at 424-2787 for application 


info. Deadline: 18. 
http//Awww.edmontonarts.ab.ca/PoetLaureate.pdf 


Catherine Burgess Art Talic free artist lecture pre- 
sented by the Alberta Society of Artists, the Edmonton 
Public Library. Thu, May 19, 7pas at the Stanley A 
Milner Theatre (downstairs) 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq. 


Avenue Art Walk, July 13-1 Register $45 
(incl. vendor permit for three days, 5-10 ft exhibition 


space, media coverage, feature in the Art Walk booklet, 


other exhibition o 


tunities). Register at The Paint 
Spot, 10516 


ie Ave or 12418 102 Ave. 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 
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Nextfest ing Artist Awards. Nominations must be 
ly a ah li 


MUSICIANS 


Guitar and bass looking to start an blues 
band, nfl. SRV, Hendrix ete. Derek @ 278-9290, 


Experienced hard rock band seeking pro level bass play- 
er with vocal skills. No begit fegomaniacs. 
Band experience mandatory. Henri@{780)634-2156. 


= ace a! Grammer (pro level) for 
album/tour. a plus. lence a must. 
fusngsthchraliomn 


for saxaphone and keyboardist for old 
rock style music. Contact Kenny rock ‘n’ roll 453-3663. 


Cole Porter, Gerhswin, etc: Male singer needs 
to rehearse/per- 


accompanist 
form. 2: or allaboutalfie@yahoo.com 


ARE YOU A FRONTMAN? An original indie-rock 


band needs a singer. Strokes, Oasis, Stones. 
Email: dgaulttS@gmail.com for an audition. 


CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 

- prize must he accepted as awarded 

- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
~ Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


HREE LINES FOR $15 


_CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


CLASSIFIEDS 


dmonton 
punctuation 


other 
rial, 


aco pee ora in his 59's looki 
singer/son fs to collaborate on ni 
llitke@epl.ca 


ee a as a 

Singersongwriter/musician, 50s, seeks fit, adventurous 

female musician/vocalist for duo gigs, hs travel, 
and sharing lifes joys. Must be n/s. Ross 707-2979, 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers Needed for 2007 International Children's 

Festival, May 23-June 2. For info call (780) 459-1694, 

www.childfest.com. Register by May 21st. Must be at 
least 12 years old. 


The Alberta Diabetes Foundation Secure the Cure 

Family Fun Run and Walk, Sat, June 9 at Broadmoor 

Park, Sherwood Park. Register/volunteer, ph Darlene 
447-1451, info at wwwatdr.ab.ca. 


“Let's Go!" is a program which helps newcomers learn 
about their community and Canadian culture. Volunteers 
needed for the summer months only. Lots of Fun! 
Contact Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


Everything from administration to carpentry to tour guid- 
ing volunteer positions are open NOW for The Works 
and For 13 MIND ALTERING 
days, from June 22-July 4. Call Misha Gostick at 426- 
2122, axt. 230, e-mail volunteer@theworks.ca.ca, 
www.theworks.ab.ca for more info. 


————— eee 
Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call 
Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do you 
remember someone who believed in you when you 
were a child? Be that person in a child's life today. All it 
takes is one hour a week. 
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racineas.com AFM EGIMUSIC 
= BUSINESS. 


ae | 
‘DJANIMATION * 

‘Classes start soon 

‘Student Loans 


-HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


TOLL FREE 
1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


boyfriend and | are in our late 20s. 
ss unable to have sex more than once a 
y, nor does he want to, even when 
ve been separated. He can’t get it up 
nain even hours later. 
My other lovers were often rarin’ to go 
son after, or at least interested. My 
spression is that this is normal, particu- 
y for young men. He’s unconcerned, 
| feel rather unsatisfied, and | worry 
hat with age his desire will further 
ecrease. He's very slender and often 
lacks energy in general. I’m worried 
something is amiss hormonally or other- 
ise, which he dismisses. He’s had 
maybe one medical checkup since we 
et and doesn't get much exercise. 
ie, WANTING MORE 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


pe esa quit taking that S-S- 


DEAR MORE 
Your boyfriend appears to be what they 
used to call “neurasthenic,” rather lan- 
guid and wan with a nervous tempera- 
ment and a tendency toward fainting 
spells and melancholy. He would have 
been fed on beef tea and lightly poached 
eggs on toast, and sent back to bed 
(alone!) to sleep it off for a month or two. 
Sadly, this sort of rest-cure is no longer 
available to us, so we must make do with 
modern substitutes: Jamba Juice and 
gym memberships. He really does sound 
somewhat undernourished, and | bet 
you're right about the exercise. Perhaps if 
he got his blood pumping on occasion, 
other forms of pumping would ensue. 
While it’s possible that his low-ish 
libido is a hormone thing, it isn’t particu- 
larly likely. My best guess is that he’s just 
different from (some) other guys and dif- 
ferent from you. You probably needn't be 
concerned about him dropping dead from 
whatever's keeping his libido low. You're 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 

Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 

FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 


FREE! 


Not being selfish; this is serious. It's likely 
to be you doing the compromising, so 
make sure you can before you promise 
anything permanent. 

Couples perfectly matched in appetite 
are fairly rare, actually. Most people are 
adjusting a wee bit up or down all the 
time, and it's hardly worth noticing until it 
gets to be like one of those science-fic- 
tion plots where one person’s running 
super-fast and the other's in normal time 
and they can’t see each other. We must 
resist the temptation to declare our part- 
ners functional or dys- by the degree to 
which their sexual desires match our 
own. Nor does it matter if he’s “normal” 
by others’ standards. He's fine, for him. 
It's up to you to decide how fine that is 
with you. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 
I'm currently taking an SSAI called Citalo- 
pram (aka Celexa). My problem is | can’t 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294. 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber, Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for availabil- 
ity; 441-1330. 


Mao-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


Romantic 
ho 


CLASSIFIEDS 


have an orgasm. My sex drive is low 
compared to normal but not nonexistent: 
with my boyfriend in my bed | can still 
get turned on. | can get so close to 
orgasm it feels like it must be about to 
happen, but somehow it never does, no 
matter how hard we both try. 

| considered stopping the medication, 
but I've tried numerous antidepressants 
and this is the only one that’s allowed me 
to lead a normal life. I'm reluctant to sac- 
rifice my mental health for my sex life, 
but | hate having to choose between the 
two. Can you help? 
LOVE, NOT HAPPENIN’ 


DEAR NOT . 
Aaaaaargggh! 

So frustrating. | think you're right to 
rank your general mental health above 
your sex life, but then again a rotten sex 
life when you used to have a good one is 
pretty depressing in itself. On top of that, 
there are armies of people in exactly your 


oT 


arghhhh: I? 


situation and no definite fix, so, aaaarrrgh 
I've got three semi-half-assed sugges- 
tions (I wish | had a better one). The first 
is patience, since the side-effects often 
wear off with time. The second is Well- 
butrin, either alone or in addition, which 
is actually the solution for a lot of people, 
but | fear you may already have tried it 
The third involves getting various 
degrees of weird. You could apply some- 
thing or take something to increase cli- 
toral sensitivity—maybe a pump or other 
sensitizing toy?—or Viagra, which “they’ 
still say doesn't work for women but many 
women disagree, or alprostidil if you can 
track any down. And then there are 
creams containing L-arginine or some- 
such, which purport to aid arousal and, 
who knows, probably don’t but occasion- 
ally appear to. None of these will hurt you 
(unless contraindicated for some reason 
do your homework) and they won't make 
you more depressed, so what's to lose? 
LOVE, ANDREA 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer instructor needed for 
Stratheona Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone 


Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


A Taste of Edmonton Festival needs volun- 
teers. July 19-28. Call Lisa at 423-2822 ext. 22, e- 
mail: suzuanne@eventsedmonton.ca 


Calling all campers, outdoor enthusiasts, walkers/run- 


ners, tc participate in the Canadian Cancer Society's 
for Life on May 25-25, 7pm-7am. Call (780) 


455-7181 or www.cancer.ca/relay for info. 


Volunteer at Edmonton Chante, Edmonton's francoph- 


one music festival, June 22-24 at Maurice-Lavallee 
School's park. Contact Lucille Taillieu, 459-4491, email 
info@edmontonchante.ab.ca 


Seeking volunteers to research, organize and conduct 


speaking engagements and man exhibits to promote 

volunteer opportunities at Meals on Wheels. 429- 

2020, www.mealsonwheelsedmonton.org for info 
na 


Volunteer watercolour instructor needed for 


Strathcona Place Senior Centre, For more info call Rita 


Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


0.07 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for frar n- 
cophone volunteers. Come learn how to prese - 

active workshops on antiracism/cultural c 
Karina at (780)425-4644 ext 9 or kczyzewski@n: 


Volunteers needed for A Taste of Edmonton Festival. 
aaa free food and other benefits. Call Lisa, 


Media help wanted for « Nonprofit Boot Camp. 
Call 39-0521 or kindnessinc@myway.com 


Volunteer teachers needed to t= 
second language to newcomers to 
and training provided. Meet pe: 

world. Jason: jmarkowskyé 


e from all around the 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your pet? 
Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our com- 
munity, Call Deanna at 413-4582. 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Volunteer yoga instructor needed for Strathcona 
Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


Urban Farming Seniors / SAGE 
are looking for garden spaces in many areas of the City. 
ff you have Jand that you would consider for this project 


please contact us, Maureen Elhatton E 
melhatton@MySage.ca, T: 423 9510 ext 340. 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA CAN HELP! 424-5300 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


WHETHER MOM IS THE ROSEY |} THE FLIGHTY |! 
PA PINER AEROD, 8 ZOCALO’S COLLECTION OF GIFTS 


\N BE YOUR SE¢ AND HER SPECIAL SURPRISE 


RECYCLED GLASS VASES AVIAN SPA 


a 


Di, 


ne 


BOUQUET-T0-G0 


Mew! 
NAS 
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